~~ TABS 
OF BISHOP FR cis deuay=. 
1776 =. 18 om 


> 


Laigies Shiruoat 4 


o"but we had wae “enonth’ in tier rivers se creeks” 
Tour 16, May 20 — June 15, 1796 


THE TOURS OF BISHOP FRANCIS ASBURY 
IN WEST VIRGINIA, 1776 - 1815 


Lawrence Sherwood 


Published 2011 
by 
Commission on Archives and History 
West Virginia Annual Conference - The United Methodist Church 
Mary Virginia Lowther, Chairperson - Joseph N. Geiger, Jr, Vice Chairperson 
The United Methodist Center, 900 Washington Street, East 
PO Box 2313, Charleston, West Virginia 25328 


For additional copies 
Contact West Virginia Annual Conference Archivist 
Annie Merner Pfeiffer Library — West Virginia Wesleyan College 
59 College Avenue, Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201 


[Cover Photographs by Dewayne R. Lowther, Visual Journalist] 


Forward — March, 2011 


With encouragement and support from the West Virginia Annual Conference Commis- 
sion on Archives and History, Lawrence Sherwood has completed his extensive review 
of the Journals of Bishop Francis Asbury with the specific purpose of bringing together 
valuable information about Asbury’s role during a formative period for Methodism in 


what is now West Virginia. 


A graduate of West Virginia Wesleyan College and Garrett Theological Seminary with 
post graduate work at Northwestern University, Lawrence has long been a key resource 
person for matters related to Methodist history both within and beyond the West Vir- 


ginia Annual Conference. 


“He was regional research editor for Journal and Letters of Bishop Francis Asbury and one 
of the writers of a three volume History of American Methodism in 1964. He contributed 
articles for the Encyclopedia of World Methodism and the West Virginia Encyclopedia and 
served as editor of the Journal of the Rev. John Smith, pioneer Methodist Circuit Rider in 


West Virginia” (The Ministers of the West Virginia Conference, United Methodist Church, 1976) 


Congratulations and thank you to Lawrence from members of the Commission as well 
as from all those who will come to a better understanding of the significant role played 


by Bishop Francis Asbury in Methodist History in West Virginia. 


West Virginia Conference Commission on Archives and History 


Jane Donovan, Allan Evans, Joseph N. Geiger, Ir, 
Katherine Hanko, Allen Johnson, 
Dewayne R. Lowther, Mary Virginia Lowther, Scott Mayberry, 
Dennis Mehaffie, Robert Moffett, Lawrence Sherwood, 
Betty Shields, William H. Wilson, Elaine Wright 


BISHOP FRANCIS ASBURY IN WEST VIRGINIA 
By Lawrence Sherwood 


Printed in WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY, A Quarterly Magazine, January 1960, Vol. 
XX1, Number 2. ! 


Introduction 


“Whither am T going? To the New World. To gain honor? No, if I know my 
own heart. To get money? No: I am going to live to God, and to bring others so to do.” 

So Francis Asbury (1745-1816) wrote in his Journal on September 12, 1771 as he 
was starting from England to America. In the next forty-four years he not only was to be 
the dominant force in the shaping of American Methodism as its Pioneer Bishop; he also 
was to become one of the greatest explorers of the American frontier. 


His Journal 


Asbury’s part in the life of pioneer America and his observation on people and 
places have been in large measure hidden to recent generations. Asbury kept a daily 
diary or Journal from August 7, 1771 until December 7, 1815. Portions of this Journal 
were published during his life. The entire Journal was published in 1821. It was 
reprinted in 1852, and again reprinted about two years later. It had, thus, by 1958 been 
out of print for more than a hundred years, and copies had become increasingly difficult 
to obtain. Little wonder that present-day persons had scant knowledge of his life and 
importance. 


Certain scholars in America knew of his Journal and of its meaning not only as a 
commentary on the beginning of The Methodist Church, but also as a first-hand record of 
men and movements in the early days of the United States. Thus, when the National 
Historical Publications Commission of the United States Government chose sixty-six 
great Americans whose works should be edited and published, Asbury’s name was 
included. The recommendation that this Commission made in 1951 was accepted by two 
Presidents and both Houses of Congress. 


Through recommendation and cooperation of The World Methodist Council, the 
Journal and Letters of Francis Asbury were published by the Association of Methodist 
Historical Societies in the United States in 1958. The Editor-in-Chief was Dr. Elmer T. 
Clark; the present writer is one of the Regional Research Editors, 


' A paper presented by the writer at the annual meeting of the West Virginia Historical Society, Charleston, 
West Virginia, October 10, 1959. 


On the Frontier in West Virginia 


Asbury traveled where the people were. As the people moved westward, so did 
Asbury. In the early parts of the Journal one finds Asbury concentrating on the seaboard 
‘of what was to become the United States. Toward the end of his life his interest and 
travels extended as far west as Indiana, 


‘The epitome of Asbury’s constant interest in the edges of civilization can be no 
better shown than by the shift of emphasis in his travels in what is now West Virginia, 
Notice his visits begin in the Easter Panhandle and then move westward through rather 
definite phases. 


Asbury’s first visit to what is now West Virginia was in 1776; in July of this year 
he visited Berkeley Springs. This was the very year that this town was established, under 
the name of “Bath.” 


Asbury was again in West Virginia in 1781, 1782. 1783, and 1784. Each of these 
visits was in the Eastem Panhandle, westwardly including the present counties of Grant 
and Mineral. Thus, during the first eight years of Asbury’s visits to West Virginia he did 
not get across the mountains to westward flowing water. 


Asbury’s first visit in West Virginia that took him across the Alleghany summit 
was in 1785 when he visited Morgantown. This crossing of the mountains was made, 
however, through Maryland rather than by a frontal attack over the West Virginia hills. 


In 1786 Asbury’s tour took him not only to the frontier in West Virginia but also 
to the frontier of the United States. In this year he visited Coxe’s Fort in Brooke County 
in the Northern Panhandle, and from there he crossed the Ohio River. 


In his Journal Asbury wrote: “We are now going to the frontiers, and may take a 
peep into the Indian land.” This visit to the Northern Panhandle was an carly scouting 
tour; he did not start regular visits to this area until after a lapse of seventeen years. 


In 1788 Asbury began his assault of the mountains, south to north, as he traveled 
through the “devious lonely wilds.” A look at a map of West Virginia shows that his 
south-north tour was the edge of civilization, west of the mountains that divide the waters 
of the Atlantic from the waters of the Mississippi. Asbury records that these tours from 
Monroe Country in south-eastern West Virginia via Morgantown to Pennsylvania were 
among the most difficult travels that he ever experienced in the whole of America. He 
drove himself and his horse over this rough terrain not only in 1788, but also in 1790, 
1792, and 1796. In May 1796 he wrote: “I doubt whether I shall ever request any person 
to accompany me across these mountains again.” Asbury kept this resolve, not only 
because of the difficulties on this frontier, but also because the frontiers had shifted. 
Between 1796 and 1803 Asbury simply touched the hems of West Virginia (in Monroe 


and Jefferson Counties) as he toured to meet new problems and situations. 


In 1803 Asbury began his long series of visits in the Northem Panhandle of West 
Virginia, In the thirteen years between 1803 and 1815, Asbury made eleven tours in the 
Northern Panhandle, One discovers that these tours were not only because of their 
importance to advancing Methodism in this area; Asbury was also in this section often as 
he crossed to Ohio and the further advancing frontier. 


‘The other area visited by Asbury in what in now West Virginia was Parkersburg, 
in 1810. The occasion of this visit was a Camp Meeting on the Little Kanawha. 
Although Wood County was now far removed from being the edge of civilization, 
nonetheless, pioneer conditions are reflected in Asbury’s comment about his “toiling 
through bad roads and accidents at the ferry.” His supplication tells much: “Lord, 
prepare me by Thy grace for the patient endurance of hunger, heat, labour, the 
clownishness of ignorant piety, the imprudence of the impious, unreasonable preachers, 
and more unreasonable heretics and heresy!" 


West Virginia Counties Visited 


Asbury made thirty-four tours in West Virginia, starting with his visit at Bath in 
1776 and ending with his stay at “John Beck's, West Liberty” in early August, 1815. In 
these thirty-nine years Asbury visited at least twenty-two of the present counties of West 
Virginia, “Thus, persons interested in ecclesiastical or secular history in these counties 
may well find comments of interest in the Journal. 


It is possible that Asbury was in the edge of two more counties; however, the 
following alphabetical list of counties is practically exhaustive. and is taken from 
Asbury’s own records: Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Grant, Greenbrier, Hampshire, 
Hancock, Hardy, Harrison, Jefferson, Marion, Mineral, Monongalia, Monroe, Morgan, 
Ohio, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Taylor, and Wood. 


Places 


What is your area of interest in West Virginia history? Chances are that you will 
find source material in Asbury’s documents. 


Is your hobby, West Virginia Springs? You will find rich material on this subject 
in Asbury. There is much comment on Berkeley Springs and a lesser amount on Sweet 
Springs. 


If your interest centers about natural curiosities, you will find common interest 
with the man Asbury. In his Journal you will find the first written description (1781) of 
Hanging Rocks in Hampshire County; you will find an early description of Iman’s Spring 
in Grant County, now the site of the Spring Run Fish Hatchery near Petersburg, of which 
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Asbury says: “The quantity of water it discharges (is) sufficient for ¢ mill within two 
hundred yards from the source”; you will find descriptions of caves that are among the 
earliest published descriptions of this type of natural curiosity in West Virginia. 


‘The description of early towns in West Virginia can not but arouse interest in their 
present-day inhabitants. Of course, many of Asbury’s visits were before towns had any 
names at all; other visits were during times that present towns had other names, other 
visits were in private homes on spots that have since become towns. Thus, this listing 
does not include all of the present West Virginia towns; nonetheless, the following will 
perhaps show the wideness of Asbury’s travel and interest. 


In July 1790 Asbury was riding in Greenbrier and Pocahontas Counties; in his 
Journal he recorded: “On my way I premeditated the sending of a preacher to a newly- 
settled place in Kenhaway county.” This Snewly-settled place” is more commonly 
called Charleston. 


When Asbury visited Lewisburg in July 1790 he called it “Green Brier Court 
House” — and further mentioned that “here some sat as critics and judges.” In his 
quaint way, he mentions Lewisburg in his visit on May 1792 as follows: “We rode 
through Greenbrier by the town.” 


As is well known to all students of West Virginia history the town of Fort Ashby 
in Mineral County has had many official names, Asbury adds two more names for this 
community; in his visit of June 1781 he call it “Dutch settlement”: in subsequent visits 
he calls it “Jones” ~ after the name of that family with whom he visited. 


there was but one cabin there—that of William Anglin 
was not the most welcome that he ever received: “Near midnight we stopped at 
William Anglin’s who hissed his dogs at us; but the women were determined to get to 
quarterly meeting, so we went in. Our supper was tea. .... I lay on the floor on a few 
deer skins with the fleas. That night our poor horses got no corn...” 


Asbury mentions his visit to Parkersburg, which he calls “Wood's Court House.” 
He had many things to say about Berkeley Spring, among which was a “seat of sin.” 
When he visited Harper's Ferry in May 1795, he wrote: “The impending rocks impress 
the mind of the traveller with terror; and should they fall would crush him to pieces: 
this scene is truly awful and romantic.” When he was again in Harper's Ferry in 
August 1801 he noted that he “beheld with satisfaction the good plain buildings erected 
there by the United States.” 


‘And on he goes—visiting towns and often giving his impressions of them—to 
Martinsburg, Shepherdstown, Clarksburg, Morgantown, Charles Town, Wellsburg, 


West Liberty, Wheeling. In West Virginia, as in the nation, he “printed the map of his 
ministry with the hoofs of his horse.” 


People 


Asbury had a great interest people. He spent all of his life in the homes of others. 
He was at home with persons of high and low estate. In the section now known as 
West Virginia he found himself as guest of honor in homes of both those who were 
famous and those who had been infamous, 


Since Asbury’s early visits occurred while Indians were still in West Virginia, he 
came into contact with persons who had been involved with the Indians. He came to 
know Richard Williams, in 1781, who then lived near Romney; in the Journal (volume 
1, page 464f1) he tells the thrilling story of the capture of Williams by the Indians. In 
1788 Asbury visited Clover Lick in Pocahontas County and made reference to the work 
of Jacob Warwick who had built a fort there and had “made a small estate by keeping 
cattle, horses, &c. on the range.” Asbury visited Coxe’s Fort in Brooke County, in 
1786, at which time the inhabitants could look across the Ohio River and see Indian 
lands. He visited in the home of Thomas Drinnon, in Pocahontas County, “whose wife 
was killed and his son taken prisoner by the Indians.” Asbury was a welcome visitor at 
Cook's Fort in Monroe County—for two of the sons of the builder of this fort had 
become Methodist preachers. 


Among the interesting references to the Indian incursions in West Virginia is his 
comment about the Kinnan massacre in Randolph County. The full story of this 
massacre may be found in Volume I, Number 1 of West Virginia History, A Quarterly 
Magazine, Charleston, October, 1939; in this publication there is an extensive article by 
Boyd B. Stutler as well as a reprint of the True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary 
Kinnan, Asbury writes: “We stopped at Capt. S's where there were several families 
crowded together for fear of the Indians. The upper end of the valley has been 
depopulated, one family destroyed since I was last here.” 


In addition to his contacts with those who were in the midst of Indian activity, 
Asbury visited in homes of men who were leaders in their day. Perhaps this can be no 
better shown than through Asbury’s relationship with men who were member of the 
Virginia Convention which met in Richmond in June, 1788 to ratify or reject the 
Federal Constitution, As has been often told, there were sixteen members fram what is 
now West Virginia; the fifteen of these who voted to ratify more than made the 
majority of ten by which Virginia ratified the Constitution. It has been noted that it was 
the votes from “beyond the mountains” that aided not only Virginia but also other states 
to accept the Federal Constitution 


Among the sixteen men from West Virginia were the following: Isaac Van Meter 
from Hardy County, Abel Seymour from Hardy County, Col. George Jackson from 


6 


Harrison County, Ebenezer Zane from Ohio County, and John Wilson from Randolph 
County. It is amazing to realize that Francis Asbury was a visitor in the homes and 
with the families of each of the five men! 


Random comments of Asbury concerning the “famous five” include: “I had an 
attentive, well-behaved congregation at Squire VanMeter’s” .... He rode to Seymour's 
Sas weleome as snow in harvest.”...."I lodged with Col. Jackson.”.... “At Colonel 
Zane’s, where I lodged, the aged people were kind indeed. I contemplate two chapels; 
one of forty feet square and the other of fifty feet; the first in Charlestown (Wellsburg), 
Alexander Wells 10 give the lot; the other in Wheeling, the ground to be bestowed for 
its erection by Colonel Zane.” “I preached at Wilson's. Here many careless people do 
not hear a sermon more than once in two years...” 


Asbury was a frequent visitor in many other homes of pioneers and patriots. He 
was in the home of the Hite family in the Eastern Panhandle from 1781 and after. He 
preached in the barn of Captain James Stroud near Martinsburg. He preached and 
baptized at Peter Dewit’s in Mineral County and doubtless heard of Dewit's 
experiences in the Revolution, He was a welcome visitor at the home of John 
Jeremiah Jacob in Hampshire county—little knowing that a son of his host would later 
be Governor of the State of West Virginia. (See: West Virginia History, A Quarterly 
Magazine, Charleston, 1956, Vol. XVII, No. 2, January, pp. 117-137 for a biography of 
Jacob.) He found rest and opportunity at the home and church built by Col. Charles 
Martin on the West Virginia-Pennsylvania line. He enjoyed his visits with John 
MeNeel at the present site of Hillsboro—and probably thrilled to know that McNeel 
had come to this fertile area because he thought that he had killed a man “back in 
civilization” and had stayed in this lovely spot even after he leamed that the man had 
not died. He looked forward to his visits with “Father” Calder Haymond, at the present 
site of Fairmont; he must have been overjoyed when Calder’s son, Thomas, became a 
Methodist Circuit Rider. 


Asbury entered a long friendship with Dr, Edwin Tiffin while Tiffin lived in 
Charles Town in a house that is still extant. This friendship continued after Tiffin 
moved to Ohio and became the first Governor of that State. 


Time would fail were we to attempt to tell of persons of interest with whom 
Asbury was friend—John Davenport, a Revolutionary soldier who lived in Jefferson 
County and whose home is still standing; John Beck, at whose home near West Liberty 
Asbury preached his last sermon in West Virginia; John McCullough, sheriff of Ohio 
county in 1776 and brother of Samuel who gained fame by his leap to escape from the 
Indians; Joseph Perkins, Asbury’s old “friend and neighbor” who was superintendent of 
the U.S. Armory at Harper's Ferry; and other names by the score, 
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In Asbury’s Journal there is an almost inexhaustible mine of material for 
biographical and historical research. The new edition has the greatest amount of 
identifications and notations that space permitted. In addition to those printed in the 
Journal, the author of this paper has prepared extensive notes on West Virginia persons 
and places. A copy of this material may be found at the archives of the American 
Association of Methodist Historical Societies at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. The 
author of this paper has another copy. 


Conclusion 


Asbury speaks to our day not only in the context of religion. He has much 
information and insight on places and people of the early days of West Virginia, He 
lived and labored in a day when the pioneers were “but one remove from the Indians in 
the comforts of civilized society.” His writings will be of benefit to local historians or 
to the person interested in the many facets of life in America between 1771 and 1815. 
The Pioneer Bishop has blazed a long trail. 


FRANCIS ASBURY’S RECORD 
OF HIS 34 TOURS 
IN WEST VIRGINIA AND NEAR-BY AREAS 


FROM 1776 TO 1815 


HE WAS A BISHOP BEGINNING WITH 


‘THE 1785 TOUR 


VISITS OF BISHOP FRANCIS ASBURY TO THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
AND TO THE AREA OF THE WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. (Note: Three 
eastern counties of West Virginia are in the Baltimore Washington Conference; 
Garrett County Maryland is in the West Virginia Conference.) 


This is the West Virginia portions of: Clark, Elmer T., J. Manning Potts, Jacob S. Payton, 
eds, THE JOURNAL AND LETTERS OF FRANCIS ASBURY in three volumes. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press and London: Epworth Press, 1958. 


Tour 1: 
July 18" — August 28, 1776. Asbury’s lengthy account of his stay at Berkeley 
Springs. 1, 192-198. 


West Virginia 
duly 18 1776 — August 28, 1776 

Thursday, 18. After riding forty miles to-day, we reached the springs! and at first we 
found it difficult to obtain lodgings. But after a while | procured a good lodging with Mr. 
Merryman.” Here was work enough for a preacher, if he desired to be faithful. My soul 
was happy; and 1 felt myself totally delivered from the fear of man—determined, by the 
grace of God, to discharge my duty. 

Friday, 19, My soul was in peace; but the burden of the Lord rested upon me, I could 
not be satisfied till 1 declared to the people their danger and duty: which I did from Isaiah 
lv, 6, 7. They all behaved with decency, though it is more than probable that some of 
them have had enough of my preaching, 

Saturday, 20. We had a meeting in the evening (which we intend to have every evening 
at Mr. Gough's and Mr. Merryman’s alternately) for prayer and exhortation; at which 
about twenty people attended. My spirit was grieved within me at the conduct of poor 
sinners; but in Jesus my Lord I had peace. 

Lord’s day, 21. A Church minister attended the public exhortation in the morning; and 
in the afiemoon a dissenting minister preached from these excellent words, “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” His discourse was very methodical—but 
dry, and full of academical stiffness. It was very unlikely to bring souls either to faith or 
repentance. | preached in the evening from Acts xiii, 26. But my spirit was so stirred up 
within me, by a desire that the people who were in their houses might hear, that by 
speaking too loud I hurt myself. We afterward had a good time in our prayer meeting. 
Monday, 22. My soul enjoys sweet communion with God; but I am obliged to exercise 
patience in bearing with manners of poor, blinded, hardened sinners. 


| This is the first time that it can be definitely shown thet Asbury entered the present West Virginia. 
? Harry Dorsey Gough of Perry Hall, Maryland, and Samuel Merryman of Maryland had summer cottages 
at the springs, 


“O might they at last with sorrow return, 

The pleasure to taste for which they were born; 
Our Jesus receiving, our happiness prove— 
‘The joy of believing, the heaven of love!” 


Tuesday, 23. The peace of God abideth constantly with me. I preached again by the side 
of a hill, near the bath; and the word had a melting influence on some of the 
congregation. The dissenting minister attended our prayer meeting in the evening, and 
prayed with us. By the blessing of God, my body began to feel the benefits of the waters. 
May the Lord bless these means for the entire restoration of my health; and in all my 
ways may I acknowledge him, and ever study to serve him with all I have, and all I am! 
Reading the lives of Halleburton, Walsh, and De Renty, has had a great tendency to 
quicken my soul. Our not growing in grace is seldom for the want of knowledge 
concerning our duty; but generally for want of using proper means to bring the 
knowledge we have inio spiritual use. Our dull spirits must have line upon line, and 
precept upon precept. 

Wednesday, 24, The congregation was rather increased; many were affected, and one 
man fell down. It clearly appears that | am in the line of my duty, in attending the 
springs: there is a manifest check to the overflowing tide of immorality, and the 
prejudices of many people are in a great degree removed. So that I hope my visit to this 
place will be for the benefit of the souls of some, as well as for the benefit of my own 
body; though preaching in the open air, to a people who are almost strangers to a praying 
spirit, is more disagreeable to my feelings, and a much greater cross than travelling and 
preaching in a circuit. 

Friday, 26. My confidence was strong in the Lord, and accompanied with sweet 
consolation. My company and myself were quickened in our own souls, by a diligent use 
of the means; and the hearts of several others were under some religious impressions. 
But the zealous conversation and prayers of Mr. Gough seem to move and melt the hearts 
of the people more than my preaching does. Lord, send by whom thou wilt: only send to 
the conviction and salvation of immortal souls. I have found both reproof and instruction 
in reading the life of Mr. Walsh. At this time Christ is all in all to me. My heart is 
sweetly occupied by his gracious Spirit. But alas. I am not watchful enough to keep up 
the spirit of prayer. 


“The praying spirit breathe, 
The watching power impart: 
From all entanglements beneath 
Call off my peaceful heart.” 


Saturday, 27. There were many to hear the word at three o'clock; and the Lord was with 
us in the evening, and when we were assembled for prayer and exhortation. 


WW 


Lord's day, 28. My soul is kept in the love of God, but longs for an increase of the 
Divine gift. The workers of iniquity are not so bold as they were: some of them have had 
convictions, but lost them. Others seem stiffly to oppose the influences of Divine grace. 
Mr. Hagerty,’ who is commonly called the high-priest, on account of his height, preached 
today, and I stood clerk for him; but he seemed much dashed, and it was with difficulty 
he proceeded in his discourse, which was very dry. While | was preaching, my heart was 
drawn out in compassion to the people, and as the word was pointedly applied to their 
consciences, I believe some good was done. So much public speaking is almost more 
than my frame can at present bear, but the Spirit within me constraineth me, 1 feel indeed 
the want of retirement in this place, yet I make a substitute of family exercises, and find 
communion with God. My soul has lately been much drawn out towards God in reading 
the life of Mr. Brainerd, and longs to be like him and every other faithful follower of 
Jesus Christ. 

Monday, 29. My present mode of conduct is as follows—to read about a hundred pages 
a day; usually to pray in public five times a day; to preach in the open air every other day; 
and to lecture in prayer meeting every evening. And if it were in my power. T would doa 
thousand times as much for such a gracious and blessed Master. But in the midst of all 
my little employments, | feel myself as nothing, and Christ to me is all in all. 

Tuesday, 30. My spirit was grieved to see so little of the fear of God, and such a 
contempt of sacred things as appeared in many of the people in this place. An enmity 
against God and his ways reigns in the hearts of all the unawakened, from the highest to 
the lowest. The Rev. Mr. Webster attended in the congregation to hear the word 
preached to-day. 

Wednesday, 31. Spent some time in the woods alone with God, and found it a peculiar 
time of love and joy. O delightful employment! All my soul was centered in God! The 
next day [unexpectedly met with brother Webster; and while preaching at three o'clock 
to an increased company, the word produced great seriousness and attention. And we had 
a happy, powerful meeting in the evening at Mr. Gough’s. But my mind is some degree 
disturbed by the reports of battles and slaughters. It seems the Cherokee Indians have 
‘also begun to break out, and the English ships have been coasting to and fro, watehing for 
some advantages: but what can they expect to accomplish without an army of two or 
three hundred thousand men? And even then, there would be but little prospect of their 
success, O that this dispensation might answer its proper end! that the people would fear 
the Lord, and sincerely devote themselves to his service! Then, no doubt, wars and 
bloodshed would cease. 

Friday, August 2. My soul was ina serious, solemn frame, but eamestly desired to be 
more universally devoied to God. Brother Webster preached 10-day, and seemed a litle 
abashed; but the Lord was with us in our evening exercises. How difficult it is to be 
much amongst men of the world and not imbibe their spirit in a greater or less degree! I 
am afraid my friends begin to grow somewhat languid in their spirits. How watchful, 
devout, and heavenly should we be, to keep up the power of inward religion, in the midst 


> John Hagerty (1747-1832), 
a the Chrisimas Conference 


‘convert of John King, became an itinerant in 1779 and was ordained deacon 
1784. He could preach in German. He located in 1795, 
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of such a company of sinners of diverse principles and manners! For my own part, I have 
had cause to lament the want of more watchfulness. Lord, help us to be faithful in all 
things, to all persons and in all places! 

Lord’s day, 4. My heart was fixed, trusting in the Lord. Brother Webster preached 
much to the purpose, though there were some little inaccuracies in his language. I 
preached in the afternoon, and brother Webster again at night; and it appeared to be a 
time of power. 

Monday, 5. Having withdrawn to the woods for the purpose of self-examination, and 
pouring out my heart in prayer to God, | found myself much melted. Glory to God for a 
comfortable sense of the Divine favour! But alas! How serious, how solemn should | be, 
when so many immortal souls on every side are posting down to everlasting fire! 

On Tuesday but few of the gentlemen attended to hear; but 1 was enabled to deliver my 
message faithfully and freely; and the common people heard me gladly. The next day 
also many attended, and I hope my labour will not be altogether in vain. 

Thursday, 8. My heart was sweetly resigned to the will of my Lord. I was willing to do 
or suffer whatsoever he might see proper to require of me. Met with a man to-day who 
called from a place about eighteen miles from the springs. He never heard a Methodist 
before, nor saw one; yet he appeared to be a Methodist in principle, experience, and 
practice. He was brought to the knowledge of himself and of God by the means of sore 
afflictions of body, prayer, and reading. Thus we see the Lord works where, and in what 
manner he pleases. My spirit has been much united to the faithful people of God of every 
denomination; and at this time 1 felt a spirit of unity with Mr. Hagerty,’ a German 
minister.--though the Germans in general, who dwell in these parts, seem very insensible 
to the things of God. On Thursday night we had a mixed company of Germans and 
English; Mr. Hagerty preached in German and I in English. Our exercises in the evening 
were as usual. Many have been much affected lately, under the word which I have 
delivered from time to time for God. 

Lord’s day, 11. A fine, sensible, polite gentleman delivered a discourse on the new 
birth; he described it by its effects, but appeared to be at a total loss in respect to the 
manner in which it is wrought. I had spoken in the morning, and in the evening preached 
again, pressing religion on the young people especially, and showing the superior 
advantages and satisfactions arising from it even in this 
Monday, 12. I rode seventeen miles to see a saint indeed; a woman confined to her bed 
for fifteen years, and quite happy in the love of God, though she had never seen a 
Methodist, or any other truly religious people, Where are the free-thinkers? Is this 
priestcraft? How can that be priestcraft, which no priest ever had a hand in? No! this is 
the effect of Divine power and goodness: and so is all real, heart-felt religion. But if poor 
impenitent sinners will not give all diligence to know the comforts of enjoying religion, 
they will, they must, though much against their will, know, in due time, the misery of 
rejecting it. After I had preached, with some Divine assistance, to about one hundred 
people collected from the country parts around, we retuned and had a comfortable time 


* See Journal entry for July 28, 1776. 
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in our evening meeting. The house in which we live, at the springs is not the most 
agreeable: the size of it is twenty feet by sixteen; and there are seven beds and sixteen 
persons therein, and some noisy children. So I dwell amongst briars and thoms ; but my 
soul is in peace. 

Tuesday, 13. | found the parson had been encouraging the gentlemen to oppose me, and 
intimating that is was very improper to permit me to preach. My soul is amongst lions, 
but the God of Daniel is with me. [attempted to preach in the day, but my mind was shut 
up; though my spirit was revived in the evening lecture. Is it strange to see a priest 
conducting a persecution against the people of God? When did a persecution take place 
in which men of that character had no hand? But although Satan may be permitted to 
transform himself into an angel of light for a season, yet he will not always have his own 
way in this matter, 

Thursday, 15. My throat grew worse, and it was a rainy day, so I was obliged to be 
dumb; but having faithfully declared to them, from time to time, the whole counsel of 
God, both in his promises and threatenings, | felt myself contented as having delivered 
my own soul. 

Friday, 16. My throat growing worse, they put a blister behind my ear; but my 
conscience was pure, and I quietly submitted to the will of Heaven. May the Lord keep 
me pure in heart, and humble at his feet, till he shall make up his jewels, and bring them 
into his glorious presence, where sorrow and sighing shall be done away! Glory to God, 
nothing has lately broken the peace of my tranquil breast! 

Lord's day, 18. Found myself betier, and felt a desire to preach, which I did; after 
having heard parson Webster (2), and found myself at liberty while showing, 1, The 
natural state of the Gentile world: 2. Their spiritual state: 3. The means and manner of 
their change: and lastly, I applied it to the Christian world, so called,--heathens in their 
hearts and practices; and showed how vain it is to substitute heathen morality, or 
religious forms and ceremonies, for true religion. My friend Mr. Bruce® and his wife, 
from Portsmouth, arrived here to-day. 

Thursday, 22. My soul has been daily grieved by the practices of poor blinded sinners, 
but the Lord has supported and comforted me. I have not spared, but preached plainly 
and pointedly every day this week; and to-day Mr. Swope,’ a German minister, went with 
me about nine miles to a German settlement, where we both preached in our proper 
tongues 

Friday, 23. I had some serious conversation with a Quaker, on the subject of the Holy 
Scriptures as the grand criterion of all inward and outward religion. But to deny this, is 
to oppose the present dictates of the Holy Ghost to its former dictates; which would be a 
most dangerous absurdity, How strange, how presumptuous, to exalt the dignity of 
modem speakers beyond that of the prophets and apostles, who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, and have given us a sure word of prophecy, whereunto we do 


° This was probably Mr. Bruce who lived just outside of Portsmouth, Asbury had visited and preached 
there. 


there. 
© Benedict Schwope, of Swope, was an associate of Otterbein and one of the founders of the United 
Brethren Church. 
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swell that we take heed! (2 Pet. i, 19.) But we must come to the law and to the testimony: 
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. (Isaiah 
Vili, 20.) We are sure that the Sacred Scriptures are of God: and we are sure, if any man 
speak contrary to them, he is not of God. 

Lord’s day, 25. | have had strong confidence towards God, but my heart has not been so 
constantly and fervently employed in the spirit of prayer as it might have been. After 
preaching to-day. | fell in with one of the wildest Antinomians I had ever met with. He 
undertook to prove that love is not love; and said, “they that are born of God do not sin; 
but that they may sin in all manner of ways, and frequently do so.” But what was most 
surprising, he said, “he valued not my God and Christ, for they could neither save not 
damn him.” Such language is enough to make a man shudder in repeating it. 

‘Tuesday, 27. Having taken my leave yesterday, in discoursing on the parable of the 
sower, I this day turned my back on the springs, as the best and the worst place that | ever 
was in; good for health, but most injurious to religion. We then rode about twenty-five 
miles, and called to see friend Rawlings,’ but bad to lodge on the boards. The next day a 
minister attended to hear the word at Dr. C.’s and gave us a kind invitation to his lodging. 


Tour 
April — July, 1781. Methodist men at Lost River drafted; attendance down because 
of harvest-home; night in the mountains; dangers on all sides; much annoyed by the 
gnats; visits to South Branch of the Potomae and Patterson's Creek. 1, 403 ~ 409. 


‘West Virginia 

Thave been kept back by the rain, the waters, &c., so as not to reach John Hite’s * until 
Saturday evening. 

Sunday, 27. Had about two hundred people to hear. The society here are not united in 
love; there is a consequent falling away among them. 

Monday, 28. I found my heart deeply engaged with God on my way to J. Hite’s; O what 
fellowship have I with God as I ride along! My soul is filled with love, and I witness that 
the Lord can keep me alive in the day of famine. 

Tuesday, 29. Felt solemn and much tempted. The Lord help his poor servant from day 
to day, from hour to hour, and from moment to moment! Alas what a dearth of religion is 
here! My God, help us to go on under these difficulties! Here brother Cooper (?)” was 
once taken up by T. H., a man of property; he lived about one year afterward and 
languished out his lit may be he sinned the sin unto death; but there was hope in his 
end. He spoke to all around him, exhorting them to repent. Whether he was judicially 
visited, I know not; but I do not recollect an instance of one preacher that has been thus 


Stephen Rawlings lived on Back Creek in Berkeley County, West Virginia, 
* John Hite, member of a prominent early family, lived about four miles trom Charles Town, West 
Virginia, where he built Hite's meeting house some time prior 10 1788, Here Thomas Scot, preacher on 
the Berkeley Circuit in 1790 —91, preached when Dr, Edwin Tiffin, later governor of Ohio, was converted. 
+ This was probably John Cooper, who had served the Fairfax Circuit in 1777. It may have been Philip 
Cox, who rode the circuit in 1780, 
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treaied, that something distressing has not followed his persecutors; it may not be for the 
preacher's holiness, but rather the cause of God which the Eternal vindicates. 

Ihave had great conflicts of mind for some time past. I believe Satan has been 
hard at work, and has painted every possible danger he can to my imagination. 
Thursday, 31. My soul enjoyed peace: I was blessed in reading the thirty-seventh Psalm; 
and was comforted in reading a few pages of Bishop Hopkins, on the words “Count it all 
joy when ye fall into divers temptations.” 

Saturday, June 2. Preached at Martinsburg" afterward returned to Brother Bruce’s;'" 
he is a lily among thorns. 

Sunday, 3. Preached to about one hundred and fifty serious people, and was blest in 
meeting class. 

Monday, 4. I preached to a few lifeless people at Stroud’s."” 1 find myself given to God 
in prayer, and am not peculiarly exercised; yet my spirits feel depression. 

Tuesday, 5. Had a rough ride over hills and dales to Guest’s.'* Here brother Pigman'* 
met me, and gave an agreeable account of the work on the south branch of the Potomac. 
Iam kept in peace; and greatly pleased I am to get into the woods, where, although alone, 
Thave blessed company, and sometimes think, Who so happy as myself? 

Wednesday, 6. We rode twelve miles to Ross's, '* along a bushy, hilly road. A poor 
woman with a little horse, without a saddle, outwent us up and down the hills, and when 
she came to the place appointed, the Lord met with and blessed her soul. 

Thursday, 7. I set out for the south branch of the Potomac'*--a country of mountains and 
natural curiosities, Blessed be God for health and peace! The enemy strives against me; 
but | look to God from hour to hour. We found some difficulty in crossing Great Capon 
River; three men very kindly carried us over in a canoe, and afterward rode our horses 


'? Martinsburg is the county seat of Berkeley County, West Virginia, It was chartered in 1778 and named 
for a nephew of Lord Fairfax. 

"' George Bruce probably lived at Brucetown on Opequan Creek near the West Virginia—Virginia line. 
‘Thomas Scott «Inter circuit rider, referred to Bruce's mills and said that one of Bruce’s brothers kept a 
tavern at Moarce, Highland County, Ohio. 

"° The widow Margaret Stroud lived near the mouth of Opequan Creek, and her house was a preaching 
place on the Berkeley Circuit. Captain James Stroud lived in the same area near Martinsburg; and Asbury 
preached in his bam, according to Whatcoat, on August 25, 1789. 

» Joseph Guest lived on Back Creek, Berkeley County, west of Gerrandstown, West Virginia. He erected 
meeting house prior to 1788 near the present Glengary or Shanghai. Asbury was at Guest’s again on July 
17, 1782. 

'* Ignatius Pigman was on the Berkeley Circuit. He began traveling in 1780 and was lected deacon at the 
Christmas Conference in 1784 and ordained at Baltimore the following year. He located in 1788 and 
suffered a lapse of some kind. He went to New Orleans as a flour speculator about 112 and lost all his 
money. 

© The Ross family later moved to near Dayton, Ohio, where Asbury visited them thirty years later. 

'© Asbury traversed the fertile valley of the south branch of the Potomac following Ignatius Pigman's good 
account of it two days before, He was so impressed with it that at the next conference the name of the 
Berkeley Circuit was changed to South Branch, 

"7 Lost River rises in Hardy County, West Virginia, and disappears into the ground. When it rises again, it 
is called Capon, There is a Little Capon which empties into the Potomac about twenty-five miles above 
Great Capon. Asbury refers to both on July 16, 1782 
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over the stream, without fee or reward: about five o’elock we reached William Rannell’s 
[7]; I laid me down to rest on a chest, and using my clothes for covering, slept pretty 
well; here I found need of patience. 

Friday, 8. Not being able to cross the South Branch, we had to bear away through the 
mountains, and to go up one of about two hundred yards’ clevation; in some places the 
breaks in the slate served for steps, in other parts of the ascent there were none: we at 
length reached the place appointed, and preached to about twenty, as I think. prayerless 
people, on Isaiah Iv, 6,7. Thope some felt the word. 

Sunday, 10. I preached at cleven o'clock to about two hundred people with a degree of 
freedom. I then rode to Richard Williams's." On my way I had a view of a hanging 
rock” that appears like a castle wall, about three hundred fect high, and looks as if it had 
been built with square slate stones; at first glance a traveller would be ready to fear it 
would fall on him, I had about three hundred people; but there were so many wicked 
whiskey drinkers, who brought with them so much of the power of the devil, that I hd 
but little satisfaction in preaching. 

Monday, 11. I rose at five o’clock, with a determination to live nearer to God. Here are 
a few believers groaning for full redemption, but many more are dying through 
controversy and for the want of urgent exhortation to purity of heart; it is hard for those 
to preach this doctrine who have not experimentally attained it, or who are not striving 
with all their hearts to possess it, From Williams's I crossed the South Branch and went 
to Patterson Creek.”! | came to a Dutch settlement; the people love preaching, but do 
not understand class meeting, because they are not enough conversant with the English 
tongue; and we cannot all do as John Hagerty’? and H. Weidner,” who speak both 
languages; could we get a Dutch preacher or two to travel with us, I am persuaded we 
should have a good work among the Dutch. I love these people; they are kind in their 
way. 


We have had many trials and threatenings; but God is with us. I have lately been 
reading Fletcher's Checks, and they have been greatly blessed to me; however he may be 
now treated, and his works held in light estimation, ages to come will bless God for his 
writings, as I have done for those of Baxter and other ancient divines. 


This was probably William Rannell 

Richard Williams (1721—86) lived near present Romney, West Virginia 

® Hanging Rock or Hanging Rocks, sometimes called Blue Rocks, are on the Wappatomaka (South 
Branch), about four miles north of Romney, West Virginia, on Route 28 between Romney and Springfield. 
‘The state of West Virginia has a market there. 

>" panerson Creek runs parallel with the South Branch. Asbury must have crossed the latter near Romney, 
‘West Virginia, and proceeded to the former by way of the present Springfield 

= The Dutch settlement was Fort Ashby in Mineral County, West Virginia, built in 1755 under the 

direction of George Washington. Asbury stayed and preached in the home of John Jones. 

® See Joumal entry and note under July 28, 1776. 

¥ Henry Weidner was an associate of Philip William Otterbein. Weidner was, as early as 1774, the leader 
of one of the Baltimore classes. On June 2, 1776, ministers, including Otterbein and Benedict Schwope, 
granted Weidner a license to preach. By 1785 he was an elder in Otterbein’s church in Baltimore, He was 
4 native of Switzerland and traveled and preached extensively in Maryland and Virginia, About 1790 he 
moved (0 Virginia. He died in 1811 near Baltimore. There was a close relation with the German 
preachers, and Asbury apparently considered Weidner as one of his own. 
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Tam now in a land of valleys and mountains, about ten or fifteen miles from the 
foot of Alleghany—a mountain thai, at this part of it, is two days" journey across; thither 
some of our preachers are going to seek the outcasts of the people.’ Blessed be God, I 
am kept in constant peace and love, and am not so subject to dejection as in times past. 
Sunday, 17. My soul enjoyed great peace in family and private prayer. There is much 
talk of some of our preachers being taken up; I have no fears from that quarter. 

Monday, 18. 1 was led to wonder at myself when | considered the fatigue I went 
through; travelling in the rain; sleeping without beds, &c., and in the midst of all I am 
kept in health: this confirms me in the persuasion that I am about the work I am called to, 
and the Lord gives me strength according to my day, So let thy work spread, blessed 
Jesus, and let not thy servants labour in vain! 

Wednesday, 20, We had hard work crossing the Fork Mountain,” being sometimes 
obliged to walk where it was too steep to ride, 1 was much blessed in speaking to about 
ninety Dutch folks, who appeared to feel the word, Here is a spring remarkable for its 
depth,” and the quantity of water it discharges sufficient for a mill within two hundred 
yards from the source, which sometimes in freshets throws its mass of waters 
considerably above the ordinary level of the surface. 

It does not appear that I do any great good; yet | am constantly happy and 
measurably holy; I bless the Lord for thi: 
Thursday, 21. Last night I rode a mile and a half to see some of the greatest natural 
curiosities my eyes ever beheld: they were two caves,”* about two hundred yards from 
each other; their entrances were, as in similar cases, narrow and descending, gradually 
widening towards the interior, and opening into lofty chambers, supported, to appearance, 
by basaltic pillars. In one of these I sung, 

“Still out of our deepest abyss.” 

‘The sound was wonderful. There were stalactites resembling the pipes of an 
organ, which, when our old guide, father Ellsworth”? struck with a stick, emitted a 
melodious sound, with variations according to their size; walls like our old churches; 
resemblances to the towers adjoining their belfries: and the natural gallery, which we 
ascended with difficulty: all to me was new, solemn, and awfully grand. There were 
parts which we did not explore; so deep, so damp, and near night. I came away filled 
with wonder, with humble praise, and adoration. 


* The preachers who were going across the mountains were evidently local preachers such as Robert 
‘Wooster. So far as is known, no itinerants were sent into the transmontane region until 1782, when James 
Mallory, John Baldwin, and James Haw pushed their South Branch circuita little west of the summit. 

* Fork Mountain divides Mill Creek from the South Fork of the South Branch of the Potomac. Mill Creek 
pins the South Branch at Petersburg. The South Fork joins the South Branch at Moorefield 

This spring forms Spring Run, South Mill Creek, and has a flow of four thousand gallons per minute. It 
is noted for the power generated because ofits location. It was formerly called Eyman's Spring and is now 
known as Spring Run or Spring 29. 
™ There are several caves along this route, The cave here mentioned was probably Seldon Cave, which 
sgems to have been on Asbury's route, 

* This was probably Thomas Elswick, Sr., who lived on Lost River, as did his son, Thomas, Jr. The elder 
Elewick received his land from his parents, John and Rachel Elswick, on December 8, 1755 
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In journeying through this mountainous district { have been greatly blessed, my 
soul enjoying constant peace. I find a few humble, happy souls in my course; and 
although present appearances are gloomy, I have no doubt but that there will be a 
glorious Gospel-day in this and every other part of America. 

‘There are but wo men in the society at Lost River” able to bear arms; they were 
both drafied to go into the army: I gave them what comfort I could, and prayed for them 
Saturday, 30. I got alone into a bam to read and pray. The people here appear 
unengaged: the preaching of unconditional election and its usual attendant, 
Antinomianisn, seems to have hardened their hearts, 

Sunday, July 1. More people attended preaching than I expected: [ had some liberty in 
speaking,”" but no great fervour; neither seemed there much effect produced, I retired to 
read and pray in the woods, the houses being small and the families large. 

Friday, 13. For some days past my congregations have not been very large, which is in 
part owing to the harvest-home. | fasted from yesterday noon until four o’clock today; 
though much tempted, I have been blest. I have kept close to-day, and have read two 
hundred pages of Baxter's Saints’ Rest; surely this is a most valuable book—a book 1 
should like to read once a quarter. 

Monday, 16. We set out through the mountains for quarterly meeting. It was a very 
warm day, and part of our company stopped after thirty miles’ travelling; brother William 
Partridge’? and myself kept on until night overtook us in the mountains, among rocks, 
and woods, and dangers on all sides surrounding us: we concluded it most safe to secure 
our horses and quietly await the return of day; so we lay down and slept among the 
rocks,» although much annoyed by the gnats. 


Tour 3: 

July 1782. Walked up and down a mountain; greatly tired; preached to about 300 
people by the side of a stream. Col. Barrett conducted me two miles up the 
Alleghany. West Virginia Conference sections in Hampshire, Hardy, Pendleton, 
and Mineral counties. I, 427-430. 


West Virginia 

From $____’s*! we crossed the ridge to Hite’s, where we rested and were comforted. 
We crossed the mountain at the Gap, near my bed where I slept last summer, 

and riding up the North River made our journey near twenty miles, when we came there, 
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® See note under June 7, |781. 

» ‘Asbury probably preached at his “old friend S” mentioned in the entry for June 26, 1782, as having died. 
He lived on North River, a fork of Great Capon not far from where Lost River sinks. 

® William Partridge (1754—1817) was the preacher on the Berkeley Circuit. (See note under June 3, 
1781.) He began preaching in 1775 and located in 1784. In 1814 he reentered the itinerancy, dying while 
cn the Sparta circuit in Georgia, 

® They probably slept near a gap on the West Virgini 
Virginia 

» § must have lived in the westem edge of Loudon County, Virginia, in the Fairfax Circuit 
® See note under July 16, 178]. 


Virginia border not far from High View, West 
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we found that the people had gone to bury our old friend S__,** so that we had seven 
miles farther to go: arriving, we found them handing about their stink-pots of mulled 
whiskey. We have, not unfrequently, to lodge in the same room with the family, the 
houses having but the one room, so that necessity compels us to seek retirement in the 
woods; this, with the nightly disagreeables of bugs to annoy us, shows the necessity of 
crying to the Lord for patience: in the midst of all, | thank God, I enjoy peace of mind, 
O how many thousands of poor souls have we to seek out in the wilds of America, who 
are but one remove from the Indians in the comforts of civilized society, and considering 
that they have the Bible in their hands, comparatively worse in their morals than the 
savages themselves: the want of religion among them arises, I apprehend, from the 
badness of their own hearts, and from their hearing corrupt doctrines. 

Saturday, July 6. We crossed the great mountain,” and being obliged to walk down its 
opposite side, [ was much fatigued: arriving at the widow Susannah George’s,® 1 
preached on, “My spirit shall not always strive with man:” I had been sorely tried in body 
and mind—I now spoke with delight. 

Sunday, 7. In recrossing the mountain, on my way to Mill Creek,” I was obliged to 
walk up and down its sides, and was greatly tired. 1 delivered a short discourse, with 
pleasure, to about three hundred people; afterward brother John Hagerty spoke to them: it 
rained before and after preaching, but held up while we worshipped by the side of the 
stream, for want of a house. After preaching, we rode to the Branch,"° making a Sabbath- 
day's journey of nearly forty miles. 

Monday, 8. I am sick and weary—ah! how few are there who would not choose 
strangling rather than life and the labours we undergo, and the hardships and privations 
Wwe are compelled to submit to! Blessed be God, we have hope beyond the grave. 
Thursday, 11. At Patterson Creek“ I struck at the root of Antinomianisn, while 
speaking at John Jones's,” certain sectarians were not well pleased at this: once in Christ 
and always safe—this is a favorite morsel to some. 


* See note under July 1, 1781. 

*” Asbury's exact movements between June 26 and July 6 cannot be traced. After leaving Hite’s 
Charles Town, in present West Virginia, he went briefly into Clark and Frederick counties, Virginia, 
returning to Hampshire County, West Virginia, He seems to have continued up the North River and then 
up Lost River, crossing back into Virginia (probably Rockingham County), then into present West Virginia 
near Sugar Grove. The spot is memoralized by the Francis Asbury Memorial Church at Sugar Grove, 
Pendleton County, West Virginia. The “great mountain” is now known as the Great North Mountain or 
Shenandoah Mountain, Its crest divides the two states. 

** Susannah George was the widow of Matthew George, who lived on the South Fork of the South Branch, 
® The mountain was Fork Mountain. (See note under June 20, 1781.) 

\° The former Berkeley Circuit was named South Branch Circuit this year, from the South Branch of the 
Potomac. This was around Petersburg, West Virginia. 

*' Patterson Creek is the present Fort Ashby. 

* John Jones lived at present Fort Ashby in Mineral County, West Virginia, 
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Friday, 12. Rode to the north Branch, crossed the Nobbly Mountain,” at its foot we 
stopped, ate a little bread, drank fine water, prayed, and then went forward to Joseph 
Cresaps. 


Maryland 
1 was pretty plain on Isaiah lv, 6. 7. Here Colonel Barrett’ met me, and conducted me 
two miles up the Alleghany: we were riding until near ten o'clock, the road was dreary, 
and the night dark: I wanted rest and found it. We had nearly two hundred people to hear 
in this newly-settled country—they were attentive, and I hope God will do something for 
them. After preaching on John vii, 17, we set out on our return: I was much fatigued, and 
it rained hard; my poor horse, too, was so weak from the want of proper food, that he fell 
down with me twice: this hurt my feelings exceedingly—more than any circumstance I 
met with in all my journey. 


West Virginia 
Sunday, 14, Was rainy—however, it cleared away time enough to get to Richard 
Williams's, on the south Branch. Brother Hagerty preached an excellent discourse on, 
“He would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth:” after 
which, I spoke about forty minutes on Prov. i, 2325. Iam not so pious as I want to bes 
I pray much, but I do not watch and pray enough: in the course of the labours of the day I 
purpose to do it more. Since Thursday we have ridden sixty miles along incredibly bad 
roads, and our fare was not excellent. O what pay would induce a man to go through wet 
and dry, and fatigue and suffering, as we do?—souls are our hire. 

Tuesday, 16. We proceeded along to great and little Capon, over rough and stony roads, 
Wednesday, 17. We went on through devious roads and arrived at Guess’s: here I set on 
a scheme to prevent my horse from falling lame, that had yesterday lost a shoe; it was to 
bind around his foot a piece of the neck of a bull's hide; my contrivance answered the 
purpose well. 

‘Thursday, 18. I preached at Stephen Harland’s,“® under the spreading trees, on David's 


* Nobbly Mountain begins west of Petersburg, West Virginia, Asbury went from present Fort Ashby to 
‘Short Gap, over Nobbly, and to the North Branch near Cresaptown, Maryland, 

* Joseph Cresap (175S—1827) was a member of a prominent family and lived at present Cresaptown, 
Maryland. He married four times. He was a Revolutionary officer, a farmer, member of the Maryland 
senate, and a Methodist preacher. His grandfather, Thomas Cresap, laid out a part ofthe Braddock Rod; 
and his uncle Michael's widow married the Rev. John Jeremiah Jacob 

* Colonel Barrett lived on the Braddock Road near Frostburg, Maryland. Asbury visited him in Kentucky 
‘on September 22, 1805, and in Ohio on September 5, 1811, and referred to hie death on September 20, 
1811, 

“© Stephen Harland’s was a preaching point in the South Branch Circuit near Garrardstown, Berkeley 
County, West Virginia. Harland and his brother lived near Hedges Chapel; and Stephen Harland often 
accompanied Thomas Scott, who was on the cifcuit in 1790—91, and often exhorted for him. 
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charge to Solomon. Thence rode on to Boydstone’s,’” where we stayed one day, which 
afforded us the first leisure time since Monday morning, we have had to sit down and 
write. I am at times greatly concerned, that there are no visible movings and 
instantaneous conversions among the people. 

Saturday, 20. Preached at Shepherdstown,’* to about two hundred people: from thence, 
crossing the Potomac, came to Wood’s.*® 


Tour 4: 
June 18 - July 25, 1783. Shepherdstown area, 1, 442-443. 


West Virginia 
Wednesday, 18. After preaching at Shepherdstown, I rode to Boydstone and rested one 
day. 

July, 13, Preached at John Hite’s at ten, at W. Hendrick’s® at twelve, and at Willis™'at 
four o’clock: all of these were funeral discourses. Rachel Selby was a professor of 
religion: she dreamed that within three weeks she should dic of the smallpox; she thought 
she heard something strike on the top of the house like the nailing up of a coffin; she took 
it asia warning, went to prayer, was exceedingly happy, sickened, and died triumphantly. 
Friday, 25. The weather has been uncomfortably warm; I felt weak, yet spoke closely to 
a few people; thence I rode to Paup’s where I fell sick, and became unfit for service. I 
went alone into the fields and poured out my soul to God. 


Tour 5: 
June 1784, “While I was at prayer, a large limb fell from a sycamore tree in the 
midst of the people...” Shepherdstown, then on to Hardy and Hampshire Counties. 
1, 460-462. 


Maryland—West Virginia—Virginia 
From Sharpsburg | hastened on to Shepherdstown where the Lord set home his 


“Thomas and Benjamin Boydstone, brothers, lived close together three or four miles from Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia. It was @ noted Methodist family. One of the daughters married the Rev. William Talbot; 
the wife of one of the brothers was the sister of Mrs, John Hite, William and Benjamin Talbot, and the wife 
of the Rev, John Littleton on the death of her first husband. Benjamin Boydstone later became a preacher. 
“ Shepherdstown, originally called Mecklenburg, has been called the oldest town in present West Virginia. 
It was named for its founder, Thomas Shepherd. Methodism met strang opposition here in the early period, 
and Asbury said no society was formed or meeting house secured for thirty years. 

© Woods probably lived in Washington County, Maryland. 

© The Hendricks family lived ebout four miles from Shepherdstown and six miles from John Hite's in 
present Jefferson County, West Virginia. ‘The home was a Methodist preaching place. 

* In 1788, entry for August 15, Robert Ayers mentions the Widow Willis. Asbury preached the funeral of 
her husband. The home was five miles from Boydstones and five miles from Mrs. Margaret Stroud on 
Opequan Creek. 

*°A family named Selby lived in this area, but the identification is doubtful. 
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word. Came to sister Boydstone’s, one of the kindest women in Virginia. Here all things 
were comfortable. I was sleepy, weary, and feeble, but my body and soul were refreshed; 
thanks be to God for every friend! I covenanted with God to be more in prayer; my soul 
is humbled before the Lord. 

Thursday, June 17. Lord, strengthen my resolution to be thine in heart more and more. 
Make, and keep me always watching unto prayer! 

1 preached at Martinsburg to a hundred people or more, and was led out while T 
enlarged on, “What is the Almighty that we shall serve him,” &c. Thence to Stroud’s at 
seven o'clock, and spoke with great plainness; the people stared upon me. Next morning 
we had all the workmen to prayer. The mother and two daughters appeared tender, and 
wept when we took our leave of them. Who knows what God may do for them? 

Sunday, 20. I attempted to preach at Newtown.” | raged and threatened the people, and 
was afraid it was spleen. I found, however, that Mr. Otterbein,” a worthy German 
minister, had done the same a little time before. 

Friday, 25. We had hard work in crossing a mountain six miles over, and it was still 
‘worse the next day in crossing the greater mountain.** I found it very warm work, though 
stripped. We struggled along nevertheless, and met with about four hundred people at 
Strader’s,°° to whom I spake on 2 Cor. xiii, 5,~-I hope not in vain, While I was at prayer, 
a large limb fell from a sycamore tree in the midst of the people, yet not one received the 
least injury; some thought it was a trick of the devil; end so indeed it might have been. 
Perhaps he wanted to kill another, who spoke after me with great power.” 

Sunday, 27. At Hyder’ 1 was much tried in spirit, yet [ was enabled to speak pure, 
living truth, on Titus iti, 2—5, at three o'clock. I was assisted to speak feeling words to 
some souls at Isaac Van Meter’s® though in pain and weariness. Thence | hastened to 
preach at six o'clock at Conrad Hoffman's,” a third time this day, where I enlarged on 
Job xxi. 15. About ten o'clock at night I came to brother Samuel Dew’s‘' very weary, 
and lodged there, I hope this day’s labour will be useful to my own soul and the souls of 
others. 


*® Newtown was the present Stephens City in Virginia. 

The Rev. Philip Otterbein was one of the founders of the United Brethren Church. He assisted Coke in 
the ordination of Asbury at the Christmas Conference in 1784. 

' These mountains were apparently the Great North and South Branch Mountains in Hardy County, West 
Virginia, on the Virginia border. 

S Christopher, John, and Michael Strader lived in Hampshire County, Virginia, now either Grant or Hardy 
County, West Virginia, 

*7 This was perhaps Hezekiah Bonham, who accompanied Asbury on this tour. He was a local preacher 
and a member of the first class established by Strawbridge in Maryland. 

°® This preaching place seems to have been the home of Adam Hyder (or Helder) near Moorefield, West 
Virginia 

5 Igaac Van Meter (1757-1837) lived at Old Fields, Hardy County, West Virginia. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, gave the land for an early Methodist meetinghouse in this area. 

© Conrad Hoffman lived near Old Fields, West Virgir 
Samuel Dew at this time lived a few miles south of present Romney, West Virginia, He later moved to 
Potts Creek in present Monroe County where he built Dew's Chapel, 


Monday, 28. Preached twice®"--speakers and hearers too dull! Alas! 
Tuesday, 29. Although my body is weak, my soul is filled with love to God. He is my 
portion 


June 30 - July 14, 1784. Asbury’s first trip across the Alleghany Mountains, via 
Garrett County, Maryland. “...three in a bed.” “Mixed congregation of sinners, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and it may be of saints.” 1, 462-463. 


Maryland—Pennsylvai 
‘Wednesday, 30. I had freedom of spirit and utterance, at Joseph Cresap’s, to a large 
congregation; and although still weak in body, I preached again at Barratt’s in the 
evening. 

Thursday, July 1. We began to ascend the Alleghany, directing our course towards 
Redstone."? We passed the Little Meadows, keeping the route of Braddock’s road™ for 
about twenty-two miles, along a rough pathway: arriving at a small house, and halting 
for the night, we had literally, to lie as thick as three in a bed. My soul has peace. For 
three days I had a fever; the excessive labour | have undergone may have nourished it. 
When I arose yesterday morning I was very unwell. After riding about seven miles, I was 
taken with a trembling and profuse perspiration, | ate something, and felt better, and my 
fever is now abated. My soul has been blessed in an uncommon degree; and thou, my 
soul, bless the Lord; and O that he may be pleased to make me a blessing to the people in 
this part of the world! 

Friday, 2, 1 was amongst a dull, kind people; I spoke closely, and perhaps laboured 
much in vain; here are some of Wooster’s disciples:® this man set up prayer meetings, 
and preached for twenty-five pounds per annum: he left his people because they would 
not increase his salary, 


West Virginia — Pennsylvania 
Sunday, 4. At Cheat River we had a mixed congregation of sinners, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, and it may be, of saints: I had liberty, and gave it to them as the Lord gave it to 


© Asbury probably preached at Samuel Dew’s and Richard Williams’. 
° Richard Owings, first American-bom Methodist preacher and raised up by Strawbridge, crossed the 
‘mountains in the fall of 1783 and laid the plan of the first western circuit. Many of the first settlers west of 
the mountains were Marylanders from the region evangelized by Strawbridge. There is evidence that there 
‘were Methodists west of the mountains as early as 1772, and apparently their appeal to Owings led to the 
laying out of the original Redstone Circuit. John Cooper and Samuel Breeze were assigned to the Redstone 
Circuit in the spring of 1784. This is Asbury’s first crossing of the mountains to the great central valley of 
America, made within two months of the assignment of circuit riders to the new field. 
“The road cut by three hundred axmen who moved in advance of the army of General Fdward Braddock 
in the disastrous campaign of 1755 to attack Fort Duquesne at “the forks of the Ohio.” It became one of the 
{p80 main roads across the mountains and approximated Route 40 today. 

“There is evidence that Robert Wooster, a Methodist local preacher, lived along the Braddock Road from 
about 1778 10 1790. He did some preaching and possibly organized some societies before the Redstone 
Circuit was formed, but was not under appointment. 
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me—plain enough. After me brother Bonham spoke with life and power. I think God 
will bring a people to himself in this place. Blessed be the name of the Lord for a 
plentiful rain after long drought! 

‘Three thick—on the floor—such is our lodging—but no matter: God is with us:-- 


“Labour is rest, and pain is sweet, 
Whilst thou, my God! art here.” 


Wednesday, 7. We had nearly seven hundred people at Beeson Town;” they were, in 
general, serious and attentive. 

Thursday, 8. I preached at Dennis’®” to a wild people, on Acts xiii, 26. Since last Friday 
we have ridden one hundred and sixty or more miles, on rough roads, through a rough 
country, and with rough fare: I trust our labour will not all be lost. 


Maryland - West Virginia 

Tuesday, 13. I preached to many people at Old Town, where they abound in 
intemperance. 

Wednesday, 14. I preached at Bath—I was shut up. 


July 31, 1784. Asbury’s long account of the Indian Captivity of Richard Williams 
who lived near Romney, West Virginia, and in whose home Asbury had visited June 
10, 1781, and probably June 28, 1784. 1, 464-466 


West Virginia 

Saturday, 31. Richard Williams, on the north branch® of the Potomac, was taken 
prisoner by the Indians. It may be satisfactory to many to record in this journal his own 
account of the wonderful deliverances he experienced, and the extraordinary 
combinations of providences by which he was restored to his family. 

‘A few days before Braddock’s defeat, nineteen Indians beset the house, killed his 
father, his mother, and one of his brother's sons: Williams and his child they secured as 
prisoners, and took them away to Fort Pitt, (now Pittsburgh,) tying his hands to a tree 
every night to prevent his escape; the child he fed with wild cherries or sawice berries; 
but it was taken from him at the fort. On the day of Braddock’s defeat, he was taken 
across the Ohio River, and guarded to Detroit, where he found the garrison reduced to the 
extremity of eating horseflesh, After staying some time at Detroit, he made his escape, 
taking with him a Frenchman’s gun and ammunition; and pushed homeward, first by 
curve lines, and than in a more straight direction. 

The Indians pursued and headed him, which obliged him to alter his course: 
wading through a deep stream, the water went aver his head, and wet his powder. For 


“ This is Uniontown, Pennsylvania, laid out as a town in 1776 by Henry Beeson. 

© Dennis’, a little southwest of Washington, Pennsylvania, indicating that Asbury got that far west on his 
first crossing of the mountains, 

This should be the South Branch. (See note under June 10, 1781.) 
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three days he travelled on, until, being pressed by hunger, he stopped to dry his wet 
powder, but on examination he found it all dissolved away: his next shift was to dig 
sarsaparilla for sustenance, He went on, and by good fortune found a fish which a bird 
had dropped, and eat that, Continuing on, he came to a large river, where he saw two 
canoe loads of Indians pass; from these he hid himself; the Indians being out of sight, he 
made a raft of two logs, and by this contrivance gained the opposite shore. After this, he 
was three days without eating or drinking, and reduced to extreme suffering: he saw an 
Indian, and escaped him, and came to a stream of water of which he drank, and soon after 
a plum tree, some of the fruit of which he took along with him. The day following he 
fared something better, having found part of a fawn, which he roasted, picking the bones 
and marrow, and carefully preserving the meat for future need. After the venison was all 
eaten, on each succeeding day, for three days, he found a squirrel. He afterward caught 
and eat a pole-cat: at another time he saw a hawk fly up, and going to the spot he found a 
wild turkey. Travelling on, he came to the Ohio and waded it: near this place an Indian 
threw a tomahawk at him; he tried to escape, by climbing up a wild-cherry tree, but found 
himself too weak, and fell into the hands of two Frenchmen and five Indians, and thus 
found himself once more in the power of his enemies, With these he feigned 
derangement; they, however, took him along with them to Fort Pitt. On the way he tired, 
and they threatened to Kill him; he told them he was willing to die, Arriving at the fort, 
an Indian charged him with being a prisoner from Detroit: he was forthwith put under a 
guard, and a council held in the French language to determine what was to be done with 
him. The sentence of the general was, that he be shot: to this some objected, saying that 
his spirit would haunt them if he was killed there, and advised his being taken to the 
island and buried in the sand, He was told that he should eat no more meat there, that the 
crickets should eat him. He behaved himself as though he understood nothing they said, 
yet he knew the general purport of their conversation, although they spoke in French. He 
relates, that one moming before day, while in the fort, he fell into a trance: he beheld 
spirits for his conductors, and lightning also: the guards being both asleep, he climbed up 
the high wall, and clambering over the spike palisades, got out safe. Having still to pass 
the sentinels, and not knowing where they were placed, he was discovered just as the 
cock crew for day; the sentinels mistook him for a comrade, and let him pass. At this 
time he felt 2 conviction that his wife prayed for him, and this was communicated in an 
unusual manner: and she, during his absence, had great comfort, and an assurance that 
she should see her husband again. Escaping thus he made the best of his way without 
interruption until the evening, when he heard a gun fire some distance behind him; 
presently another—these were his pursuers, who had found his track in the woods: he 
strove to run, but he was too weak, Another gun yet nigher to him went off: he made 
what way his strength would allow, and when he came to places where he left no track, 
he made zigzag courses to deceive them, and give him time to get ahead; but there were 
so many of them, they would still discover his track again. Thus he struggled on until 
seven guns were fired, the last of which he supposes to have been within two or three 
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hundred yards from him; now his heart began to fail, and he thought he was gone, yet he 
resolved to labour onward as long as he had life. At the firing of the last gun, his 
pursuers crossed his track and got ahead of him; taking advantage of this circumstance, 
he turned out of the path, letting the Indians who were behind tread in the footsteps of 
those before. Following the direction now taken, he had not gone far until he came to a 
settlement of the whites; this he did not long keep, but going round the head of the ravine, 
laid himself down, concluding that, if his track was again discovered, he would be 
favoured by the darkness, The Indians did get his track twice, but never overtook him. 
He went on in the dark as well as he could, sometimes feeling the bushes with his hands: 
among the rocks he often fell down from weakness; having gained smoother ground, he 
stopped and lay down until day. 

His enemies, it seems, had not given up the pursuit. He had not long left his hard 
lodgings when he heard the report of two guns; but coming to a hill where no mark of a 
footstep could be traced, he steered his course for Bedford, and came to a trading path in 
which he kept. Five days he lived on acorns; afterward he found some wild cherries; but 
Jo! while he was eating, up comes an Indian. The Indian asked him where he was going; 
he said, “To the Delaware:” the Indian than took him by the hand and gave a whoop, 
when presently others joined him. By these he was kept a prisoner for some time: he 
appeared bold; was active in cooking, and by his cleverness got the favour of the captain, 
who praised him, and said, he could do everything like an Indian, He had more than he 
needed to eat: the captain, however, was very careful to secure him every night, by 
making him lie down in one comer; here he drew a cord over some hoop-poles and tied 
deer’s hoofs to the end, so that if Williams pulled open the poles they would rattle and the 
deer’s hoofs would strike the captain’s face. With these Indians Williams stayed a long 
time: they went to war and left him to provide deer for the squaws. At last he found an 
opportunity of escaping, which he improved, and arrived safe at his own home. He is 
now a faithful man—his wife a pious woman; and they have preaching at the house. 


Tour 6: 
June — July 1785. Berkeley Springs, South Branch of the Potomac, through Garrett 
County, then “a long, dreary ride brought us to Morgantown,” I, 490-492 


West Virginia 

Came on to Shepherdstown 

Tuesday, 28. Rode to the Springs called Bath; now under great improvement. | 
preached in the play-house, and lodged under the same roof with the actors. Some folks, 
who would not hear me in their own neighborhood, made now a part of my audience, 
both night and morning. Leaving Bath I came to brother Dew’s (on the South branch of 
the Potomac) very unwell. 
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Sunday, July 3. The day was rainy: nevertheless [ preached, administered the 
sacrament, and baptized some children, 

Saturday, 9. Rode to Peter Dewit's,”” where 1 had many to hear, and some to have their 
children baptized.” 

Sunday, 10. My congregation was large. Hard labour has almost overdone me. I rode to 
Simpkin’s,” where I found some life among the people. A long, dreary ride, brought us 
to Morgantown.” I preached and baptized, and was much spent. 

‘Thursday, 14. I was taken with an inflammation in my throat: [ preached at Col. Charles 
Martin’s:” afterwards I went on, in the night, and very unwell, to Seaton’s.”* 


Maryland and West Virginia 
‘Thursday, 21. Went to Mr. John Jeremiah Jacob’s,” Old Town; he and his wife appear 
to be much engaged, 

Sunday, 24. An appointment was made for me to-day, | read prayers and preached with 
some pain, and to little purpose. 

Monday, Tucsday, Wednesday. Very unwell, with a relapse of an inflammatory 
complaint in my throat; for some time | could get no relief; honey, a remedy so excellent 
in such cases, was not to be had: meantime I ate with pain, and was called to the exercise 
of patience. 

‘Thursday, 28. Being a good degree recovered, | felt thankful. My spirit was grieved at 
so much vanity as is seen here at Bath, by the many poor, careless sinners around me, 


Peter Dewit was a prominent man who lived in present Mineral (then Hampshire) County, West Virginia, 
about seventeen miles from Colonel Barrett, 

” Between July 3 and July 9 there is no record. Beginning on July 10 Asbury mace his second crossing of 
the mountains to the headwaters of the Ohio, This is the record of the first Methodist baptism west of the 
mountains by Asbury. 

"Judge, or Squire, John Simpkins was a noted innkeeper on the Braddock Road. His inn was on what was 
called the Bear Camp on Mill Run, thirty-two miles from Uniontown, 

” Morgantown, in present Monongalia County, West Virginia, had no Methodist meeting house as late as 
1794, although there was one five years later. 

® Colonel Charles Martin lived just south of the Pennsylvania-West Virginia line and a little west of the 
Monongahela River. He erected in 1788 the sixth chapel in this region west of the mountains. It is in West 
Virginia, half a mile south of the state boundary and a mile or more west of the river. 

™ Seaton lived across the line in Pennsylvania, in which state Asbury spent the next several days. He 
probably spent the nights of July 19, 20 at John Simpkins (see note under Journal entry for July 10, 1785) 
and continued down the Braddock Road through western Maryland and back into present West Virginia on 
July 21 

°* John Jeremiah Jacob (1757—1839) was a merchant, Revolutionary officer and local preacher who lived 
across the river from Old Town, Maryland, in present West Virginie for much of is life. In eatly life he 
lived with and conducted stores for Captain Michael Cresap (see notes under Jourmal entries for July 12, 
1782; June 28, 1784), and in 1781 he married Cresap’s widow. Asbury stayed often in his home and held a 
conference in Old Town in 1793, Asbury ordained Jacab on August25, 1813. In 1826 Jacob wrote A 
Biographical Sketch of the Life of the Late Captain Michael Cresap, and a lerter to Asbury in 1803 was 
printed in Letters to Bishop Asbury and Whatcoat, witich was published early in the nineteenth century, 
(See Journal entries and notes for July 12, |782; June 28, 1784; July 13, 1784; July 11, 1786; June 25, 
1808; August 25, 1813.) 
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‘The living is expensive, four dollars per week. Capt-— is here, raised almost from the 
grave: | feel tenderly for him; I hope God will convert his soul. 

Sunday, 31. Mr. Keith gave us a sermon; very legal and to little purpose, In the 
afternoon I gave them my last discourse on Rom. i, 16, 


Tour 7: 
June, 1786. Shepherdstown, on to Grant County. Through Garrett County to 
Morgantown: “I was to have been there at four o’clock, but missing my way, I 
made it at six.” On to the northern panbandle; preached at Coxe’s Fort near 
Wellsburg — and crossed the Ohio River into the State of Ohio. (See footnotes 87 
and 92 for the importance of this.) 1, 512-518 


West Virginia 
Thursday, June 1. I reached Shepherdstown with difficulty, and in pain, 1 was blest, 
and delivered my own soul. ‘The people here are displeased with me because 1 do not 
send them brother Thomas Vasey.” Riding through so much wet and damp weather has 
caused the inflammation of my foot, and I am afraid of being stopped: this is a great trial 
to me: Lord. give me a perfect resignation! We have had rain for eighteen days 
successively, and I have ridden about two hundred miles in eight or nine days: a most 
trying time indeed. 


Virginia 
Saturday, 3. We rode twenty-eight mils along very bad roads to Milbum’s.”” Brother 
Watters preached. 

Sunday, 4. The Lutheran minister began a few minutes before I got into Winchester, 2 
rode leisurely through the town, and preached under some spreading trees on a hill,” 
Joshua xxiv, 19, to many white and black people. It was a solemn, weighty time; all was 
seriousness and attention, I then went once more to Newtown;” here I preached on 2 
Tim. iii, 16,17. Thad but little freedom in speaking. I called on Mr. Otterbein: we had 
some fice conversation on the necessity of forming a church among the Dutch, holding 
conferences, the order of its government, &c, 


Thomas Vasey (1742-1846) was ordained as presbyter, or elder, by John Wesley in 1784 and sent to 
‘America with Coke and Whatcoat, He was elder in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and then accepted 
reordination by Bishop White of the Anglican Church and returned to England, in 1789 he re-entered the 
Methodist itinerancy.. 
77 John Milburn lived about four miles from Winchester, Virginia, where he built Milbum Chapel. He was 
a traveling preacher from 1787 t9 1799. 

™ There was no Methodist mectinghouse in Winchester, Virginia, until 1793. 

* Newzown was the present Stephens City, Frederick County, Virginia, 
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West Virginii 
“Rode to Col. Seymour's,*' as welcome as snow in harvest. My soul is kept in peace; 
but my poor body is much fatigued, and I am lame withal. I came over a rough road to 
Johnson’s, ** and preached to a most insensible people. 

Monday, 12. Rode thirty-one miles; spoke at Dewitt’s to about fifty people; rather hard 
this, after riding so far: I shall go elsewhere, and do more good, I hope. 


Maryland 
‘Tuesday, 13. I had an open time at Col, Barratt’s, My lameness discourages me. Praise 
the Lord! There is a little religion on the Maryland side of the Potomac, and this is some 
comfort, without which this Alleghany would make me gloomy indeed. Sick or lame, I 
must try for Redstone to-morrow. My mind has been deeply impressed with the 
necessity of getting our people to set apart the five o’clock hour whelly for prayer: to 
establish prayer meetings, and to speak evil of no man, 

Thursday, 15. We rode about twenty-two miles, and were kindly entertained for five 
shillings and sixpence.® 


West Virginia 
Saturday, 17. We had a heavy ride to Morgantown. I was to have been there at four 
o'clock, but missing my way, I made it at six. 

Sunday, 18. We had a great day. When I had done preaching brother Enoch Matson™* 
exhorted with life and power, and the power of God was felt among the people. [ 
suppose there were nearly six hundred hearers present. 


Pennsylvania 
Tuesday, 20. Being court time at Beesontown™ our congregation was large; perhaps not 
less than six hundred people. My foot continues swelled and uneasy; but I desire to 
praise the Lord under every affliction. 

Thursday, 22. Crossed the Monongahela at Redstone at Old Fort,®® where they are 
building a town. Tam now among some of my old friends that moved from Maryland to 
this country. 

Friday, 23. I was much blessed, and had many to hear at S. Litton’s, We are now going 


© This entry is undated in the Journal, but June 11 seems likely. 

* Colonel Felix Seymour (1728-98), was a Revolutionary officer who came from Ireland in 1740, lived 
‘near Petersburg; and his home was a preaching piace. The community of Seymoursville, in Grant County, 
West Virginia, is named for the famil 

This family is unidentified, though it may have been Abraham Johnson. The Scott manuseript says he 
lived on Patterson Creek in present Grant County, West Virginia, 

{, The piace of entertainment was John Simpkins’ inn. (See note for Journal entry under July 10, 1785.) 
Enoch Matson was elder over the Redstone and Allegheny circuits 

© Beesontown was the present Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 

* Brownsville, Pennsylvania, atthe point where Redstone Creek flows into the Monongahela River, was 
often called “Redstone Old For” because of prehistoric earthworks nearly 


30 


to the frontiers, and may take a peep into the Indian lands.*” This is a fruitful district, 
and I hope it will prosper in religion. I have lately been sore assaulted by Satan, and 
much blessed of the Lord. 

Saturday, 24. The people were very still, and very lifeless at Lackey’s."* I felt the 
power of death, and my spirits were low. This is death—when religion and every 
comfortable accommodation are wanting. Lord, sanctify all these for my humiliation. 
Sunday, 25. We had a wild company at Dennis's, to whom T was led to be pointed on, 
Isaiah lv, 6,7. After preaching we ate a little bread and butter, and rode fifteen miles to 
Doddridge’s Fort.” We arrived just at sunset, and | was comforted in the company of 
brother Smith,” and others of my old friends from Maryland. 


West Virginia and Ohio 

Monday, 26. Preached at Coxe’s Fort” on the Ohio River,” on “Trust in the Lord, and 
do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land.” Psalm xxvii, 2,3. We found it necessary to 
return, they said, twelve, but I thought fifteen miles, We were lost in the woods, and it 
rained all the way. We, however, came in about eight o'clock, and about ten laid 
ourselves down to rest in peace. 


Pennsylvania 

Tuesday, 27. I had a large congregation, and Divine aid. We hasted away to a litile 
town called Washington—wicked enough at all times, but especially now a court time. 
We had uncomfortable lodgings. Riding hard all day, and loss of sleep at night, never 
fail laying me under affliction. 


© The limits of white occupation were defined as the line of the Allegheny and Ohio rivers, according to 
the terms of the Treaty of Fort Stenwix of 1786 with Iroquois Confederacy. Across the rivers was Indian 
land. Asbury dees not make record of having crossed the river, but the manuscript Journal of John Smith, 
one of the circuit riders on the Redstone Circuit this year, shows he did make the crossing and set foot on 
the soil of Ohio. 

Thomas Lackey (1745-1816) emigrated from New Jersey and settled on the headwaters of North Ten 
Mile Creek, just south of Washington, Pennsylvania, in 1772. There is good evidence pointing to his home 
asa preaching place by Eli Shickle, one of Strawbridge’s local preachers, as early as 1772, though no 
official society was organized there until the laying out of the Redstone Circuit in 1784, This society at 
Lackey’s is the direct predecessor of the First Methodist Church in Washington, Pennsylvania 

* John Doddridge (1745-91) settled in Independence Township near the Pennsylvania-Virginia line in 
1773 and built « fort that same year. The fall after this visit by Asbury, Dodcridge built a Methodist chapel 
near the for, it being the fourth Methodist chape! in the region west of the mountains. Joseph Doddridge, 
son of John, served as a Methodist itinerant from 1788 to 1791. He then entered the Episcopal ministry. 
He also qualified as a physician and served as missionary in the Upper Ohio Valley. Joseph Doddridge was 
the author of Notes on the Settlements and Indian Wars of the Western Parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania, 
from 1763 to 1793, Inclusive 

® John Smith (178-1812) was appointed to the Redstone Circuit this year. He was a native of Kent 
County, Maryland. His manuscript Journal is at Garrett-Evangelical Seminary, Evanston, Ilinois, 

*T Coxe's Fort was a Methodist preaching place on the original Redstone Circuit, two miles north of 
Wellsburg, Brooke County, West Virginia. 

® Asbury and John Smith went into the present siate of Ohio on this day, being the first Methodist 
preachers within that state of whom there is record “The opinion has been that George Callahan was the 
first preacher in what was to be the state of Ohio and that his visit took place in 1787. 
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Thursday, 29. | had enlargement in speaking to three of four hundred people, at 
Robert's chapel,” on Luke iy. 18. 

Friday, 30. Occasion was given to-day for expressions of wonder by a clerical character 
that any one should be able to preach who had not acquired leaming. What Jesuitical 
stupidity was here manifested! We came to widow Murphy's." The family are kind, and 
the mother professes religion. 

July 1 and 2. 1 spoke in the new church at Beesontown.”> We had a feeling, gracious 
season. The sacrament was, I trust, attended with a blessing. 


Maryland and Pennsylvania 
Monday, 3. We came in haste to Simpkins and thence to Barratt’s.”° We rode through 
gloomy mountains, and over rough roads for two hours in the dark, where both man and 
horse were in danger; but the Lord was our preserver, and no accident happened to us. 
Tuesday, 4. I came to Barratt’s, where God spoke to the hearts ofa few souls, who were 
nota little moved. Here I was almost ready to drop for want of sleep. 

I found an appointment had been made for me at Friend’s Cove.” I hesitated to 
go, but being unwilling to disappoint the people, I set out, and must needs stray two miles 
out of my way to see a curious spring, which ebbs and flows, but not regularly. What 
with rocks and logs in our route, and the way so rough, it was a mercy that ourselves and 
‘our horses eseaped unhurt. I came to the Cove, and preached on Luke xi, 13. [ have been 
greatly tempted to impatience and discontent. The roads are bad; my horse's hind feet 
without shoes; and but little to eat. To this I may add, that the lodgings are unclean and 
uncomfortable. I rode across the mountain to Spurgin’s,”* where I met with a number of 
serious souls. I do not repent coming fifteen miles. I preached on, “That we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment.” 

Trode twenty-two miles to Foster's,” along a blind path, and came in about nine 
o’clock, and was thankful. I have, in six days, ridden about one hundred and fifty miles, 
on as bad roads as any I have seen on the continent. 


” Robert’s Chapel was the first Methodist meeting house west of the mountains, erected in |784 or 1785.It 
{yas 4-5 miles south of Brownsville, Pennsylvania, on the farm of Roger Roberts, 

* Mrs. Ann Murphy (1731-1814) was an early leader of Methodism in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, having 
moved from Ellicot’s Mill in Maryland in 1780 and settled west of Uniontown. Her home was a regular 
stopping place for the Methodist itinerants. On Saturday, May 26, 1787, during the quarterly meeting on 
the Redstone Circuit, Robert Ayers made the following entry in his Joumal: “After Meeting we walked up 
to Sister Murphy’s and tarried and fifteen or twenty of us slept in one spliced long bed.” 

” This was the first Methodist meetinghouse in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, the predecessor of the present 
Asbury Methodist Church. It must have been built in the spring of 1786 since both Asbury and Ayers refer 
to it as “new” that spring. 

(See note under Journal entry for July 12, 1782.) Colonel Barratt resided on the Braddock Road, eight 
miles northwest of Cumberland, Maryland. (Manuscript diary of Robert Ayers, Historical Society of 
Western Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh,, Pennsylvania.) Later Asbury found “Colonel Barratt of Alleghany and 
his wife” at Mount Gerizim, three miles southeast of Cynthia, Kentucky. (Journal entry for October 22, 
1805.) In 1811 Asbury met Colonel Barratt's third son, probably Abner, at Urbana, Ohio. (Journal entry 
for September 20, 1811.) 

” Friend’s Cove was a preaching place on the Bath Circuit. 

“* Spurgin's was a preaching place on the Bath Circuit, 

" John Foster lived about eleven miles from Old Town, Maryland, and six miles from Cumberland. 
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Sunday, 9. I rested from riding. Preached on, “Who hath wamed you to flee from the 
wrath to come?” Thad sweet communion with God in the woods. My soul hath rest in 
the Lord. 
Monday, 10. Came to Old Town, and preached on I Tim, i, 15; and administered the 
sacrament, 
Tuesday, 11. I rested to look over some papers and prepare some parchments. Spent 
nearly a third of the day in prayer, that the Lord would go with me to the Springs. O 
what hath God wrought for brother John Jeremiah Jacob and his wife since I lodged with 
them four years ago! I believe from that day the Lord heard our prayers for them. 

‘There has been a remarkable storm of hail at and about the warm springs, by 
which great damage has been sustained. Some of the hail, it was said, measured seven 
inches in circumference. 


West Virginia 
Thursday, 13. I came to Bath; the water made me sick. I took some pills, and drank 
chicken-broth, and mended. 1 am ill in body, and dispirited. I am subject to a headache 
which prevents my reading or writing much, and have no friends here; but I desire to trust 
the Lord with all my concerns. Having no appointments for three weeks to come, I have 
concluded to stay here awhile; and I am the more inclined so to do, as I am apprehensive 
my stomach wants all the healing efficacy of the waters to restore it to its proper tone. 
Sunday, 16. I have Divine assistance in speaking to the people under the trees, on 
“Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God.” In the afternoon I enlarged upon, “Having 
the form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Quite weak, and considerably affected by the 
water. 

Thursday, 20. | am better. Employed in reading Mr. Harvey, and Brook’s Practice of 
Physic. More than ordinary in prayer, and spoke in public every other night. 

Sunday, 30. I spoke plainly and closely in the playhouse, on “O! wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die.” The people were serious. I cannot get the people to attend preaching except 
on the Sabbath. This evil is to be remedied only, | presume, by our getting a preaching 
house, and preaching therein by candlelight. 

Saturday, August 5. I began to pack up, in hopes of moving on Monday. 

Sunday 6. I had a serious, little congregation in the country.'° Retumed to town, and 
preached at four o’clock. 

‘A pleasing thought passed through my mind: it was this, that T was saved from the 
remains of sin. As yet, Ihave felt no returns thereof. I was solemnly impressed with the 
account of the death of poor, Styor,'“'a German, who dropped down suddenly, and died. 
He was a man of piety, and had a gifi to preach, had a noble spirit, and sound judgment. 1 
have spent twenty-three days at this place of wickedness (Bath). We are trying what can 


© The preaching place was probably the honte of Archibald Wiggins about four miles from Bath. He later 
moved to Mason County, Kentucky, and settled on Licking Creek. (Whatcoat’s Journal for August 7, 
1789; Ayers and Scott manuscripts.) 

This man was probably @ lay preacher of the Otterbein group, 
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be done towards building a house for worship:'®? we collected something on the Sabbath 


for that purpose. and it appears the business is entered upon with spirit. My horse was 
running in the pasture last week, and hurt himself, so that I find him utterly incapable of 
travelling, and that I am compelled to linger here another week. This, as it is, I am 
willing to do, for the sake of the people, the cause of God, and my health; 1 am disposed 
to consider it a providential call, although I should not remain, were my horse able to 
carry me away. I sent brother Caleb Boyer'” to my appointments, and directed him 
when and where to appoint for me. My hopes revived here, and I trust my labour is not 
all in vain. 

Tuesday, 15. I preached for the last time during this visit, but the people showed but 
little affection for the word. 

Capon River being full, I crossed in a canoe, and found my horse better. The cut 
was a deep one, but we applied a piece of bacon to the wound, bound some leather round 
it, and on Thursday I took my departure from this unhappy place. 

Came to my old friend, Benjamin Boydstone’s. I had the happiness of seeing 
that tender woman, his wife, who careth for the preachers as for her own soul; full oft 
hath she refreshed my spirit: her words, looks and gestures, appear to be heavenly. Here I 
could make no stay, lest I should miss my appointments in Philadelphia; and if so, be too 
late for those made in the Jerseys and New York. 


Tour: 
July 16 — September 2, 1787. Berkeley Springs, Old Town, Barratt’s, Fort Ashby — 
“At Jones’s, all death! death! death!” Back to Berkeley Springs and 
Shepherdstown. I, 547-549 


West Virginia 
Monday, 16. Set out for the Springs.' In the first place we missed our way; then my 
baggage-horse ran back two miles: I was tried not a little. O, how sad the reflection, that 
matters trifling as these should make a person so uneasy. We reached the Springs about 
seven o'clock. | preached the two following days with some satisfaction. By advancing 
nine pounds, for nails and planks, I engaged brother Eaton to have our chapel covered by 
first of August. 


Maryland 
Friday, 20. We had a heavy ride to Oldtown: we met a kind reception; and had a 
reviving season in the family. 

Saturday, 21. Was a day of rest to my soul and body. Preached on Cant. iv. 16. 
Sunday, 22. We had sacrament, attended with some power, in the evening. 


"2 The Methodist mectinghouse which Asbury wanted at Bath (See Journal entry for July 13, 1786) was 
started this year but was not completed for more than a year. (See Journal entries for July 16 and August 
10, 1787.) 

\ Caleb Boyer was elder over Philadelphia and Little York Circuits. 

™ The Springs were at Bath, the present Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. 
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Tuesday, 24. There were to have been great doings at Cumberland, but Mr. Bower,"* a 
minister, failed coming. Had a good time in Mr. Bell’s mill,'"* on, “Thou art fairer than 
the sons of men.” 

We had feeling and weeping at Barvatt’s; my subject, “I sleep, but my heart 
waketh.” &c., eight or nine verses. I feel a sweetness of spirit, and much of the love of 
Christ. Came to Cresap’s. 

Friday, 27. Ordained brother Phoebus'”” deacon, and had a serious time. 


West Virginia 

Sunday, 29. At Jones’s,'°* all death! death! death! My mind was devoted to God. I 
administered the sacrament, but could find no openings. Rode to Oldtown, Maryland. 
Six years ago I preached in this place, when there was scarcely a soul that knew anything 
of God; now there are sixty in membership, many of whom are happy in the knowledge 
of the truth. We held a love feast and had a quickening time. 

‘Tuesday, 31. Rode to the Springs (Bath), much tried in spirit. I gave myself to reading 
and prayer. 

Wednesday, August 1. Preached at Bath. 

Sunday, 5. Preached on | Pet. iii, 9, to a large congregation, with but little liberty. 
Monday, 6. I began my lectures on the Prophecies by Bishop Newton, and had more 
hearers than I expected. The weather is very warm; many are sickly; and continued 
changes of comers and goers; all this leaves but little opportunity for prayer. I forbear 
reading on account of my cyes, lest I should not be able to read in public, 

‘Tuesday and Wednesday, 7, 8. Had very few to hear, so I gave them up: everything 
that is good is in low estimation at this place. I will retum to my own studies: if the 
people are determined to go to hell, I am clear of their blood. My soul is clothed in 
sackcloth and covered with ashes before the Lord. 

‘Thursday, 9. I enjoy some peace. 

Friday, 10. 1 feel calm within, and the want of more life, and more love to God, and 
more patience with sinners. I read my Testament. O! what a weariness would life be 
without God, and love, and labour! The first two weeks of my time at Bath have been 
spent in carrying on the building of the new chapel, reading Newton on the Prophecies, 
visiting, bathing, &c. My soul has been under great trials, at times, but hitherto the Lord 
has helped. 

Tuesday, 21. 0, how sweet will labour, and Christian society, and the solitary woods be 
to me. 

‘Thursday, 23. I have been under great exercises, but was divinely assisted in preaching 
on, “The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,” &c. 


"8 This may have been the Rev, George Bower who was the incumbent of the parish of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church which embraced much of Western Maryland. 

Bell's Mill, probably on Evitts Creck near Cumberland, was operated by Thomas Bell, (See manuscript 
Journal , George Wells, October 9, 1790, Lovely Lane Museum, Baltimore, Maryland.) 

© William Phoebus (1754-1831) was on the Redstone Circuit at this ti 

48 Jones was the present Fort Ashby, Mineral County, West Virginia. 
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Sunday, 26. I preached on, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings,” &c. It was a solemn time—my soul stayed upon God. We had a 
melting sacrament and love feast, and many spoke. The devil is angry, and so are his 
children: brother Whatcoat spoke at the steps, and it was with difficulty the people kept 
themselves within decent bounds of respect. 

Friday, 31. I gave them my farewell address at Bath, and had many hearers. 

Saturday, September 1. | set our in the rain, and came to the widow Stroud’s, where I 
met Thomas Vasey who made some acknowledgments for what he had said in the heat of 
his zeal at Philadelphia and at Bath. 

Sunday, 2. I attended at a place where every one has liberty to preach; but it so 
happened that no one had an appointment there but myself. The Methodists would do 
well to withdraw ftom this as a preaching place in their circuit. I had a large 
congregation at Shepherdstown, to whom I spoke, on Luke iv, 18. I have had some trials 
and great consolations: and, at times, it is a Paradise regained with me since I left Bath 
and the wicked there. 


Tour 9: 
July 1 to September 3, 1788. John Smith was ordained at Rehoboth—the first 
ordination west of the mountains; the Hillsboro story and John MeNeil; Clover 
Lick; the old forsaken habitation; “Through devious lonely wilds;” problems near 
Philippi; happenings at Clarksburg; near Fairmont; Asbury’s comments on life; 
Morgantown; on to Pennsylvania; Garrett County, Maryland; John Jeremiah Jacob 
in West Virginia, Bath. I, 575-579. 


West Virginia 
Monday, 30. Crossed the high mountains, can came to Hogg’s'in Green Brier. 
Tuesday, July 1. I enlarged on Gal. iii, 22. We rode to Alexander M’Pherson's, a 
serious family on Sinking Creek, where I preached with some freedom. After crossing 
some considerable mountains, and preaching occasionally, on Friday we arrived at the 
Sweet Springs: here I preached and the people were very attentive. 

Saturday and Sunday, 5, 6. I had a large congregation at Rehoboth.!? I preached with 
some satisfaction. 


"© See Journal entry for May 17, 1792. 

"® Rehoboth Church is two miles east of Union, Monroe (formerly Greenbrier) County, West Virginia. It 
was built in 1786 on land given by Edward Keenan and is now the oldest Methodist meeting house west of 
the Alleghanies, maintained as a shrine by the West Virginia Methodist Historical Society. (Journal entries 
for May 24, 1793; May 25, 1796; April 9, 1797.) The area surrounding Rehoboth Church was known as. 
the “Sinks of Greenbrier.” On this occasion Asbury ordained John Smith as deacon, this being the first 
ordination west of the Alleghanies. It was previously believed that the first ordination was thet of Michael 
Leard at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, but Smith's manuscript Journal at Garrett-Evangelical Seminary shows 
that his ordination preceded Leard's by several weeks. (See also “A New Distinction for Old Rehoboth” by 
Lawrence Sherwood in the West Virginia Christian Education Bulletin, February, 1954; Lawrence 
Sherwood in West Virginia State Magazine, August, 1954.) 


36 


Monday, 7. Our troubles began; it being the day we set out for Clarksburg. Thirty miles 
brought us to Watt's, on the Great Levels.!"! 

Tuesday, 8. Reached John M’Neil’s, on the Little Levels, "where almost the whole 
settlement came together, with whom I found freedom on Matt. xi, 28-30. Our brother 
Phoebus had to answer questions propounded to him until evening, 

Wednesday, 9. We rode to the Clover Lick,''? to a very remote and exposed house. 
Here we found good lodgings for the place. ‘The former tenant had made 2 small estate 
by keeping catile, horses, &c., on the range, which is fertile and extensive. 

Thursday, 10, We had to cross the Alleghany mountain again, at a bad passage. Our 
course lay over mountains and through valleys, and the mud and mire was such as might 
scarcely be expected in December. We came to an old, forsaken habitation in Tyger’s 
Valley. Here our horses grazed about, while we boiled out meat. Midnight brought us up 
at Benjamin Jones's, after riding forty, or perhaps fifty miles. The old man, our host, was 
kind enough to wake us up at four o'clock in the moming. We joumeyed on through 
devious lonely wilds, where no food might be found, except what grew in the woods, or 
was carried with us. We met two women!” who were going to see their friends, and to 
attend quarterly meeting at Clarksburg." Near midnight we stopped at William 
‘Anglin’s, who hissed his dogs at us, but the women were determined to get to quarterly 
meeting, so we went in, Our supper was tea. Brothers (William) Phoebus and 
(Valentine) Cook'"® took to the woods; old—gave up his bed to the women. I Jay on the 
floor on a few deer skins with the fleas.''” That night our poor horses got no corn; and 
next morning they had to swim across the Monongahela, Afler a twenty miles’ ride we 
came to Clarksburg, and man and beast were so ‘outdone that it took us ten hours to 
accomplish it. 1 lodged with Col. Jackson.!!® Our meeting was held in a long, close 
room belonging to the Baptists. Our use of the house it seems gave offence. There 
fttended about seven hundred people, to whom I preached with freedom: and I believe 
the Lord’s power reached the hearts of some. After administering the sacrament, ] was 


'M Great Levels was an area around present Lewisburg, West Virginia. 

1 Ltle Levele wes an area around present Hillsboro, West Virginia, (See Journal of the Rev. John Smith 
for data on McNeil.) 

1D This community is northeast of Marlinton, Pocahontas County, West Virginia. Jacob Warwick had 
‘moved here from southeastem Virginia, erecting a small fort and bringing several slaves. He had vast 
rhambers of horses and cattle running at large through the forests. (John Smith's Journal.) 

Tif These two women were sisters, Miss Margaret Hadden and Mrs. Edward (Mary Hac jen) Jackson. Mrs. 
Jackson was the grandmother of General Stonewall Jackson, 

1 1787 the original Redstone Circuit reported 756 members, so Bishop Asbury divided it into three 
circuits: Redstone, Ohio, and Clarksburg, placed Joseph Cromwell over it as presiding elder, and named 
Seven eicuit riders to the region, In this tour of 1788 Asbury was present for the quarterly meetings on 
teach of the three circuits and then held his first district conference in westem Pennsylvanis. 

118 William Phosbus was on the Rockingham Circuit, and Valentine Cook was on the Calvert Circuit. 

1\7 The party spent the night at or near the present site of Philippi, West Virginia. 

8 Colonel George Jackson (1756-1831) was a brother ‘of “Stonewall” Jackson’s grandfather. He was a 
soldier in the Revolution, a prominent lawyer in Clarksburg, a member of the General Assembly of 
Virginia, and member of the Fourth, Sixth, and Seventh Congresses, He later moved to Zanesville, Ohio, 
where he spent the remainder of his life, 
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well satisfied to take my leave, We rode thirty miles to Father Haymond’s, '"” after three 
o'clock Sunday aftemoon., and made it nearly eleven before we came in. About 
midnight we went to rest, and rose at five o'clock next morning. My mind has been 
severely tried under the great fatigue endured both by myself and my horse. O, how glad 
should I be of a plain, clean plank to lie on, as preferable to most of the beds; and where 
the beds are in a bad state, the floors are worse. ‘The gnats are almost as troublesome 
here, as the mosquitoes in the lowlands of the seaboard. This country will require much 
work to make it tolerable, The people are, many of them, of the boldest cast of 
adventurers, and with some the decencies of civilized society are scarcely regarded, two 
instance of which I myself witnessed. The great landholders who are industrious will 
soon show the effects of the aristocracy of wealth, by lording it over their poorer 
neighbours, and by securing to themselves all the offices of profit or honour. On the one 
hand savage warfare teaches them to be cruel; and on the other, the preaching of 
Antinomians poisons then with error in doctrine: good moralists they are not, and good 
Christians they cannot be, unless they are better taught. 

Tuesday, 15. I had a lifeless, disorderly people to hear me at Morgantown, to whom I 
preached on “I will hear what the Lord will speak.” It is a matter of grief to behold the 
excesses, particularly in drinking, which abound here. I preached at a new chapel near 
Colonel Martin’s,'” and felt much life, love, and power. 


Pennsylvania and Maryland 
Rode to the widow Robinson’s,'*' and refreshed with a morsel to eat; thence to M. 
Harden’s where, though we had an earth floor, we had good beds and table entertainment, 
Friday, 18, Rode forty miles to quarterly meeting at Doddridge’s,'"? where we had a 
melting season. 

Sunday, 20. From twelve o'clock to-day we rode forty miles—my soul in sweet peace. 
Tuesday, 22. Our conference began at Union Town.'?? We had great peace whilst 
together; and our counsels were marked by love and prudence. We had seven members 
of conference and five probationers. I preached on I Peter v:7; and brother Whatcoat 
gave us an excellent discourse on “O! man of God, flee these things.” 

Friday 25, We concluded out conference. 


" Calder Haymond, son of John Haymond, an English architect and builder, lived near the present 
Fairmont, West Virginia. His son, Thomas, was a Methodist circuit rider 

© This was the fifth Methodist chapel west of the mountains, build by Colonel Charles Martin just south of 
the Pennsylvania line in 1788, It continues as the Fort Martin Church of the West Virginia Conference, 
! Robert Ayers records in his Journal on Novernber 4, 1786, that he “tarried at ye widow Robinson's” at 
‘about this same location on the Redstone Circuit. 

*® ‘This records the Bishop's presence this year at the summer quarterly meeting of the Ohio Circuit, near 
the Pennsylvania line and not far from the Ohio River. 

™ Bishop Asbury expanded the number of his district conferences from three in 1787 to eight in 1788. 
‘Two of these conferences were held west of the mountains, the first in Holston on May 11, and the second 
at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, July 22-25. The Journal of Robert Ayers states that the preachers Asbury 
called to meet him in Uniontown were those on the six circuits on both sides of the mountains that divide 
the head waters of the Ohio and Potomac, 
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Saturday and Sunday, 26, 27. Attended quarterly meeting.'* 5 
Monday, 28. Came over the mountains along very bad roads. Brother Whateoat!”* and 
myself were both sick. We stopped at Simpkin’s, and were comfortably entertained, 
Tuesday, 29. Reached Barratt’s, where we had a little rest and peace. 


West Virginia 

We left our horses at Oldtown, Maryland, on the other side of the river, but T thought it 
best to have them brought over, and so it was; for that night there were two stolen. On 
Monday we rested; on Tuesday rode to Capon; and on Wednesday visited Bath. I took 
lodgings at brother Thomas Williams's, was well fixed, and found the waters to be of 
service to me. 

Sunday, August 10, Preached at Bath. | received heavy tidings from the college—both 
our teachers have lef; one for incompetency, and the other to pursue riches and honours: 
had they cost us nothing, the mistake we made in employing them might be the less 
regretted. I have read one volume of Church History, by Masheim, containing an 
‘account of the state of ecclesiastical matters in Germany, and the different Churches. 
Sunday 17. [attempted to preach at Bath, on “the lame and the blind:” the discourse was 
very lame; and it may be, I left my hearers as I found then—blind. I am now closely 
engaged in reading, writing. and prayer—my soul enjoys much of God. We have had 
great rains, and are obliged to keep close house; but we have a little of almost everything 
to improve the mind—the languages, divinity, grammar, history, and belles-lettres; my 
great desire is to improve in the best things. 

Sunday, 24. Preached at Bath, on Isaiah b 1, with little liberty and poor attendance. 
But we have some stir among the poor people in the country. 

Friday, 29. We lefi Bath, and on the Saturday and Sunday following attended a 
quarterly meeting, | felt enlargement on Peter's case, and also in the love feast 

Monday, September 1. I enlarged with some freedom on the case of the man who 
brought the child to our Lord. 

Wednesday, 3. Rode from John Hite’s! to the Blue Ridge: the weather was warm, and 
so were the hearts of the people. 


‘Tour I 
July 31 — August 23, 1789. Simpkins’s (Garrett County, Maryland), on to Bath, and 
a “tour through Berkeley circuit.” T, 606-607. 


®* This was the quarterly meeting of the Redstone Circuit. At it Asbury ordained Michael Leard a deacon, 
his second ordination west of the mountains. 

25 Richard Whatcoat was presiding elder this year over Alleghany, Bath, and Berkeley circuits, just east of 
the mountains, so he and his preachers were included in the Uniontown conference. 

6 John Hite lived near Charlestown, West Virginia, 


39 


Maryland and West Virginia 
Friday, 31. I crossed the mountain,'”” and lodged, I trust for the last time, at Simpkins’s, 
Preached at Barratt’s, to a dry, unfaithful people. The number of candidates for the 
ministry are many; from which circumstance I am led to think the Lord is about greatly to 
enlarge the borders of Zion. 

Monday, August 3. Preached at Cumberland, It is partly fulfilled; none cared to give us 
aught to eat. My poor country-woman, who sometimes heard, and trembled, was absent 
this time; in her sickness she cried out, “it is too late,” and rejected prayer. It was a time 
of refreshing at Oldtown, in Maryland; the Lord is among this people. Brother Henry 
Willis preached the funeral sermon of Mrs. Sprig, a blooming, fair woman; at her own 
desire she was interred in our burying ground. She died greatly lamented by her family, 
to whom her death is one loud call to turn to God. I trust she died in peace, 

Friday, 7. Came to Bath, I took lodgings with our Virginia friends, Adams and 
Summers. 

Saturday, 8. My soul has communion with God, even here. When I behold the conduct 
of the people who attend the Springs, particularly the gentry, I am led to thank God that I 
was not born to riches; I rather bless God, that I am not in hell, and that | cannot partake 
of pleasure with sinners. I have read much, and spoken but little since I came here. The 
water has been powerful in its operation. I have been in great pain, and my studies 
interrupted. 

August, 19. I left Bath; which was much sooner than I expected. God was powerfully 
present at Hendrick’s, where there were twelve or fifteen hundred people: many 
professed to be converted to God—Glory be to his name! My body enjoys better health; 
and blessed be God! my soul is wholly kept above sin: yet I blame myself for not being 
‘more watchful unto prayer; and I sometimes use unnecessary words. We made a tour 
through Berkeley circuit, where | had some freedom, and where we found not a little 
living affection in the congregations. 

Sunday, 23. We had alarming words at Winchester,'™ from Ezek. xxiii, 11. I feel the 
worth of souls, and their disobedience gives me sorrow of heart. O. Jehovah! Work for 
thine own glory. 

Saturday, 29, Our quarterly meeting began in the woods near Shepherdstown: we had 
about seven hundred people: I felt energy and life in the preaching, and power attended 
the word. Brother Willis spoke, and the Lord wrought powerfully. 

Sunday, 30. Was a high day—one thousand or fifteen hundred people attended; sinners 
began to mock, and many cried aloud; and so it went. 1 was wonderfully led out on 
Psalm cxlv, 8-12; and spoke, first and last, nearly three hours O, how the wicked 
contradicted and opposed! 


“” From Pittsburgh, Asbury and his companions went south to Uniontown in the Redstone Circuit region 
and returned east over Braddock’s Read. 
' Winchester was in the present state of Virginia, 
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Tour Li: 

July 10 to August 11, 1790. Funeral of John Tunnell near Sweet Springs, 
Rehoboth, Lewisburg (“Green Brier court house”), thoughts about Charleston, 
child killed by bear near Hillsboro, Mrs. Drinnon killed by the Indians, lack of 
preaching around Beverly; trouble with horse shoes, what a sermon in 
Morgantown! Pennsylvania, Garrett County, Maryland, South Branch Valley. 

T, 645-648. 


Virginia 

Friday, 9. We had a tedious, tiresome journey over hills and mountains to Potts’ Creek. 
‘After a melting season at brother Joseph Carpenter's, we eame to brother James Wright's, 
where we were informed of the death of dear brother John Tunnell. 

Saturday, 10. Brother Tunnell’s corpse was brought to Dew’s chapel," I preached his 
funeral: my text, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” We were much blessed. 
and the power of God was eminently present. It is fourteen years since brother Tunnel! 
first knew the Lord; and he has spoken about thirteen years, and travelled through eight 
of the thirteen States: few men, as public ministers, were better known or more beloved. 
He was a simple-hearted, artless, childlike man: for his opportunities, he was a man of 
good learning; had a large fund of Scripture knowledge, was a good historian, a sensible, 
improving preacher, a most affectionate friend, and a great saint; he has been wasting 
and declining in strength and health for eight years past, and for the last twelve months 
sinking into consumption. Iam humbled. O, let my soul be admonished to be more 
devoted to God! 


West Virginia 

Sunday, 11. The morning was rainy. About noon | set out for the Sweet Springs," and 
preached on 1 Cor. I, 23-29. A few of the gentry were kind enough to come and hear— 
and some were enraptured with the sermon; for—it was very like the subject. The three 
following day I rested, and was very unwell. I had no place to preach, but under the 
trees, and preaching here seems unseasonable with the people except on Sundays 
Thursday, 15. Rode to Rehoboth,'°! where brother Whatcoat preached, and brother 
Jeremiah Abel and myself spoke after him, and the people appeared somewhat affected. 
Friday, 16. We had twenty miles to Green Brier court house:--here some sat as critics 
and judges. We had to ride thirty-one miles without food for man or horse, and to call at 
three houses before we could get water fit to drink—all this may serve to try our faith or 
patience. 


12 Dew"s Chapel was in Botetourt County, Virginia. Samuel Dew had lived in Hampshire ‘County, West 
Virginia, and Asbury visited him there in 1784 and 1785. He maved to what was later Monroe County, but 
the boundary was changed several times. He lived on Potts Creek,, which is in both Virginia and present 
West Virginia, 

‘© The party was now in present West Virginia 

‘31 Whatcoat says the party rode to Edward Keenan’s and gave the sacrament at Rehoboth Chapel in 
Greenbrier (now Monroe) County. This chapel stood on land given by Keenan, who was originally 
Roman Catholic. 
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Saturday, 17. Some very pointed things were delivered relative to parents and children, 
from Gen. xviii, 19. After being in public exercises from ten till two o'clock, we rode in 
the afternoon twenty miles to the little levels of Green Brier. On my way I premeditated 
the sending of'a preacher to a newly-settled place in the Kenhaway county." 

Sunday, 18. We had a warm sermon at M’Neil’s, at which many were highly offended; 
but I trust their false peace is broken. There are many bears in this part of the country: 
not long since, a child in this neighborhood was killed by one. 

Monday, 19. Rode to Thomas Drinnon's, whose wife was killed, and his son taken 
prisoner by the Indians. 

Tuesday, 20. I believe | never before travelled such a path as I this day rode over the 
mountains to reach Mr. Charles Nelson’s, in Tyger Valley. 

Wednesday, 21. I preached at Wilson’s.'*? “ Here many careless people do not hear a 
sermon more than once in one or two years; this one of them told me; and he and his wife 
hhad not been to preaching since I was here on my last visit. I endeavoured to apply, “My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” 

Thursday, 22, My horse lost a shoe on a bad road, and next day on the mountains 
dropped two more; so I rode my old baggage horse along a most dreary, grown-up path, 
to brother James Coburn’s. 

Saturday, 24. Attended quarterly meeting at Morgantown—I spoke on superstition, 
idolatry, unconditional election, and reprobation, Antinomianism, Universalism, and 
Deism. 

Sunday, 25. Preached on Matt. xxv, 31, to the end: 
sermon; and a Presbyterian minister two: so here we had 


ther Whatcoat also gave us a 
in abundance.' 


Pennsylvania 
Monday, 26. Preached at Thomas Batting’s, and the next day at John Hudson's. Our 
conference began at Uniontown'* on Wednesday the twenty-eighth of July:—it was 
conducted in peace and love, On Thursday I preached. 

Saturday, 31. I spoke on education, from Prov. xxii, 6. I was led to enlarge on the 
obligations of parents to their children; and the nature of that religious education which 


"* Kanawha County was organized in 1789. The newly settled place was Charleston, the present capital of 
West Virginia. [n 1790 Asbury did appoint Jacob Lurton and Thomas Boyd to Kanawha, but the 
difficulties were too great and the work was not accomplished. Methodism waited until |804 to enter the 
Great Kanewha Valley, and then it came from the Ohio River rather than from the Greenbrier region 

> John Wilson (1756-1827) lived at Beverly, West Virginia. At the age of eighteen he had been severely 
‘wounded in an Indian fight at Wheeling, He held several public offices, including county clerk, justice of 
te peace, sheriff, and was a major in the Virginia Militia in 1787. He and his brother Benjamin were the 
delegates from Randolph County to the Virginia Convention of 1788 which ratified the Constitution of the 
United States, 

(See Whatcoat’s Journal for this date.) He says they slept at William Lenham’s, a saddler at 
Morgantown, and that the Presbyterian minister was a Mr. Marshal. They dined at the home of John 
Stealey, a tanner. 

This was Asbury’s second district conference held in the Redstone region of western Pennsylvania, 
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would be most likely to fit them for this, and which alone could qualify them for the next 
world. 

Sunday, August 1. 1 ordained Charles Conway, Isaac Love, and George Callahan, 

elders, and four deacons.'* Here there is a revival among preacher and people; some of 
the societies are much engaged with God and after we have had a few more conferences 
in Uniontown, I hope we shall drive Satan out, and have a glorious work. 


Maryland 

Tuesday, 3, Rode to Colonel Barratt’s, and next day came to Cresap’s, where I rested 
the following day, and was employed in reading, meditation, and prayer. I had very 
solemn thoughts of God and his work. I want a closer walk with God; and to be more 
alone, and in prayer. 

Friday, 6. We had Divine breathings at the chapel. 


West Virginia 
Saturday, 7. We held a quarterly meeting at the widow Coulson's. There was much 
rain; we had many people, and but little room. These circumstances rendered the meeting 
in some respects uncomfortable; yet, I trust, it was profitable. Many souls felt the Divine 
power, among whom were some poor backsliders. 
Tuesday, 10. I had an attentive, well-behaved congregation at Squire Vanmeter's, O 
that they may feel the truth and effects of godliness on earth, and in heaven! 

‘At Doctor Nave's, formerly Hyder’s, | applied, “O Ephraim, how shall I give thee 
up?” [felt vast weight upon my spirits for these people. 
Wednesday, 11. We had about forty miles to ride to Green's and Brock’s Gap,'*” over a 
severe mountain to cross, The weather was extremely warm. I viewed and pitied the 
case of the people on the south fork of the south branch of the Potomac: they are 
Germans, and have no preaching in their own language, and English preaching is taken 
from them—none careth for them. I am of opinion, that if a preacher would come and 
continue amongst them for one year, riding up and down the river, preaching from house 
to house, it would answer a very good purpose. 


Tour 12: 

May 15 to June 29, 1792. Rehoboth Conference, “the meeting continued until nearly 
sunset,” Hillsboro, Indian problems in “Tygers Valley,” (the name Shannon here is 
an editorial mistake), “a still, a mill, and a store,” “over desperate hills, for fifty 
miles,” Pennsylvania, Maryland, Shepherdstown. 1, 714-718 


"© Whatcoat’s Journal gives the full names of the elders and also the deacons, by their last name only, 
listing five instead of four, as follows: (Joseph) Doddridge, (Lasley) Matthews, (Anthony) Banning, (?) 
Cochran, and (Joseph) Cheuvront. The first names are inserted from the General Minutes. 

"7 Brock's Gap is on the Virginia—West Virginia border. 


43 


Virginia and West Virginia 
Tuesday, 15. We came to Russell's old place,!"* at Seven Mile Ford, and next day set 
out for Greenbrier, and reached Cook's. My spirits were too lively and disposed to 
gayety, which indulged, perhaps too far, made me feel mean before the Lord. 

Thursday, 17. Rode to Hogg’s, and next day to MePherson’s; forty miles each day. The 
roads were better than I expected. 

Saturday, 19. Rode twenty miles, My weary body feels the want of rest; but my heart 
rejoiced to meet with the brethren who were waiting for me. I am more than ever 
convinced of the need and propriety of annual conferences, and of greater changes among 
the preachers. I am sensible the western parts have suffered by my absence. I lament 
this, and deplore my loss of strict communion with God, occasioned by the necessity | am 
under of constant riding, change of place, company, and sometimes disagreeable 
company, loss of sleep, and the difficulties of clambering over rocks and mountains, and 
joumeying at the rate of seven or eight hundred miles per month, and sometimes forty or 
fifty miles 2 day. These have been a part of my labours, and make no small share of my 
hindrances. 

I crossed’? the Kanawha at P: ferry. Here I conversed with a man who 
informed me a brother preacher had called there, and, as he said, was peevish. The dear 
‘man wes just at death’s door, and though his exercises and bodily infirmities may have 
pressed him sore, and excited expressions of discontent, he was, nevertheless, a meek and 
holy servant of God. My informant also mentioned another, who had been a member, 
and who would swear horribly and drink to excess. It is proper I notice, that I did not 
receive these accounts from a professor of religion. | thought within myself—See how 
we are watched! Ah! we little think oftentimes how narrowly our conduct, our tempers, 
are observed by the world; and poor sinners still less imagine how strictly we watch 
them, and how well this habit of observation, and the intimate knowledge we gain of our 
own hearts, make us competent judges of their cases, and enables us so justly and so 
powerfully to condemn their wickedness. 

Sunday, 20. I preached at Rehoboth,” on Isa. lv, 12; there was no great move: brothers 
Hope Hull and Philip Cox both spoke after me. 
“Weary world, when will it end?” 

My mind and body feel dull and heavy, but still my soul drinks deeper into God. 
We rode about one hundred and sixty miles from the Rich Valley to Greenbrier 
conference; talking too much, and praying too little, caused me to feel barrenness of soul. 
We had a hope than not less than ten souls were converted during the conference: at 
preaching I myself having, a violent headache, retired: the Lord was with them at the 
sacrament; after hich, the doors being opened, many came in and the meeting continued 
until nearly sunset. 


'* General Russell lived in the old home of his wife, the former Mrs. William Campbell, at Aspenville, 
until they moved to Saltville in February, 1788. 

Paris’ Ferry was at Pearisburg, in Giles County, Virginia. ‘The river is New River. 

“Rehoboth Church, the oldest in that region, is near Union, West Virginia. It is still kept in its early 
simplicity. Asbury preached there on July 15, 1790. 
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We had a most solemn ordination on Thursday moming. Afterward we rode 
through Greenbrier by the town, on to brother Watt's, a distance of thirty-six miles. My 
headache still continuing, brother Hope Hull preached, and I retired to rest. 

Friday, 25. We rode twenty-six miles to the Little Levels, O what a solitary country this 
is! We have now one hundred and twenty miles before us, fifty of which is wilderness: 
there is a guard at two houses on our route; but I do not fear: nature is spent with labour; | 
would not live always; hail! happy death: nothing but holiness, perfect love, and then 
glory forme! 

Saturday, 26. My body is much wearied; my bowels being much disordered, the water, 
the milk, and the bread, are like physic to me. We now thought it necessary to be 
moving; it was dreary work as we rode along the dreary path to Drinnon’s;"*! one of my 
companions, as well as myself, was unwell. From Drinnon’s we had still forty miles to 
go, over hills and mountains: this I think, equaled, if not exceeded, any road I had ever 
travelled: we at length reached Tygers Valley. We stopped at Capt. Shannon’s,'*? where 
there were several families crowded together, for fear of the Indians, The upper end of 
the valley bas been depopulated, one family destroyed since I was last here, The 
Captain's wife was decent, kind, and sensible, Thence we went on to Wilson's, '” where 
T got some fowl soup, thence a few miles to Maxwell's, where the woman of the house 
was kind and attentive; but a still, a mill, a store, cause much company and some not of 
the most agreeable kind. 

Tuesday, 29. We hasted to Osman’s in the Cove, where we met with a most kind and 
affectionate reception. But O the flies for the horses, and the gnats for the men! And no 
food, nor even good water to be had. I slept well, although forced, ever and anon, to stir 
alittle. 

Wednesday, 30. We had a dreary path, over desperate hills, for fifty miles; no food for 
man ot beast, which caused both begin to fail very sensibly; my bowels continued to be 
disordered, and had I not procured a little wine, I suppose I should have failed altogether. 


Pennsylvania 

Thursday, 31. Both men and horses travelled sore and wearily to Uniontown. O how 
good are clean houses, plentiful tables, and populous villages, when compared with the 
rough world we came through! Here I turned out our poor horses to pasture and to rest, 
afier riding them for nearly three hundred miles in eight days. 

Friday, June 1. Wrote letters to send over the mountains. 

Saturday, 2. 1 began to feel lame, and had a severe touch of the rheumatism, 
accompanied with a high fever, which occasioned great pain to me while sitting in 
conference. 


"4! See Journal entry for July 19, 1790. 

‘© See Journal entry for April 6, 1797. The name Shannon is an editorial mistake. 

'® See Journal entry for July 21, 1790. 

"4 This was Asbury’s third district conference held at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, being one of a series of 
four such conferences which he held in succession in the west in the spring of 1792. He held his second 
conference in Kentucky on April 26-29; his second in Holston on May 13-15, and his first conference at 
Rehoboth on the Greenbrier on May 23-25. 
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| found it necessary to remove, by exchange, six of the preachers from this to the eastern 
district. 

Sunday, 10. Having been too unwell to attend preaching through the week, I now 
ventured in public: a great crowd of people attended, and there was some melting and 
moving among them. I feel the death of this district; I see what is wanting here— 
discipline, and the preaching a present and full salvation, and the enforcement of the 
doctrine of sanctification. I have been variously tried, and was constrained to be 
cheerful. 

We have founded a seminary of learning called Union School:'*° brother Charles 
Conaway is manager, who also has charge of the district: this establishment is designed 
for instruction in grammar, languages, and the sciences. 

Thave had some awful thoughts lest my lameness grow upon me, and render me 

useless. I sometimes have fears that I am too slack in speaking in public, at conferences; 
also feel the want of time and places to pursue my practice of solitary prayer, being 
frequently obliged to ride all the day and late at night that | may in time reach the 
appointed places to preach. 
Tuesday, 12. We ascended Laurel hill, and after forty miles” riding reached M—s’, quite 
weary. Came to I. C—s’, and found the Lord was still in this house: I preached and felt 
a melting heart, and there was some move in the congregation. I find myself recruited in 
body and mind; and I feel as if God would work once more amongst this people. 

1 was informed that Mr. Hammett has sent abroad circuler letters, and had been 
railing against the presiding eldership, &c. I am not surprised that he should find fault 
with the office—its duties he was a man not likely to fulfill; yet had it not been for the 
power attached to it, how greatly might Mr. Hammett have confused the society in 
Charleston, and perplexed the preachers in the district! The Lord will see to his own 
house. 


Maryland 
Ipreached at Fort Cumberland, in our new house to many people.'“* Dined with Mr. 


*© In June, 1793, while en route to his appointment on the Ohio Circuit, Thomas Seott paused in 
Uniontown and made the following entry in his Journal: “The next morning we visited the Methodist 
Academy at Uniontown, situated on 2 beautiful eminence overiooking the town, on the northeastern bank 
of Redstone Creck. The building was of brick, two stories high, and just finished for the reception of 
students. A young gentleman who had been educated at Cokesbury College had just arrived to take charge 
ofthe Seminary. The erection of that Academy was approved by Bishop Asbury, and carried to its 
completion through the indefatigable efforts of the Reverend Charles Conaway.” This school was the 
predecessor of Madison College, which was organized in Uniontown in 1826, with the Rev. Henry B. 
Bascom (later bishop) as the president, It has a direct continuity in Allegheny College at Meadville, 
Pennsylvania. 

“® This frame building, 32 by 40 feet in dimension, preceded by one of logs on Quality Hill, now 
‘Smallwood Street, housed the parent congregation of the present Center Street Church. The earlier 
structure is believed to have been the first Methodist Church erected in western Maryland. A deed in the 
record office reads, “Conveyed in 1799 by Thomas Beall to John J. Jacob and Joseph Cressp.” 


46 


at whose house I was entertained the first time I visited this town: O that each of the 
family may be everlastingly saved! It is now three years since | came down this road. 
Swift-winged time, O how it flies! My body is in better health, and my soul in great 
peace; I feel no wrong temper. O that my whole heart might be running out in holiness 
after God! 

Lord’s day, 17, We had a solema meeting, whilst I enlarged on, “Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God and keep it.” It was a good season. 


West Viriginia 

Monday, 18. Rode to Bath. Here | had the opportunity of writing to all the connected 
preachers in the district. 

Friday, 22. In the evening | preached with some assistance on Luke xix, 10 

Saturday, 23. I attended quarterly meeting at the widow Flint’s, Here I had the first 
sight of Mr. Hammett’s!” and brother Thos. Morrell’s attacks on each other—or rather 
Mr. Hammett’s against the Methodists, and brother Morrel!’s reply. Had brother Morrell 
known more, he would have replied better. Mr. Hammett’s quotation of a clause in my 
confidential letter to brother Shadford, is not altogether just, He also misquoted the 
caution, leaving out the word “District,” which, when retained, shows it to bave been 
American, and to have been directed against American apostates and imposters. 

Sabbath day, 24. We had a living love feast, although the house was crowded, and 
warm, almost past sufferance. 

Tuesday, 26. | had a sweet opening at the quarterly meeting, on Ephes, ii, 12. I met the 
preachers, leaders, and stewards, and they resolved to enter more fully into the spirit of 
discipline. Next day I preached on, “My Spirit shall not always strive with man.” Rode 
twenty-two miles to Shepherdstown,'* weary and warm; the people were waiting, and I 
began on “An adulterous and sinful generation.” This is a poor place for religion. 


Tour 13: 
May 24 to June 20, 1793. Rehoboth Conference, Sweet Springs, Bath, Old Town 
Conference. 1, 758-761. 


West Virginia and Virginia 

Friday, 24, Came to Rehoboth, in the sinks of Green Brier; where we held our 
conference, I was greatly comforted at the sight of brothers B, J. and Ellis Cox. We had 
peace in our conference, and were happy in our cabin. 1 learn that mischief is begun in 
the lower parts of Virginia; J. O° Kelly, and some of the local preachers, are the promoters 
and encouragers of divisions among the brethren, 


jam Hammett, the South Carolina schismatic, had gone as far north as New York in 1791 and had 
written a pamphlet against the Methodists. Both Thomas Morrell and Bishop Coke had published replies. 
M8 Shepherdstown, West Virginia, is about twenty miles from Berkeley Springs, which wes known in 
Asbury’s day as Bath. 
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Tuesday, 28. We passed the Sweet Springs,'*® and crossed a rough mountain to brother 
Dew’s on Pott’s Creek. 1 wrote many letters to the south district of Virginia, to confirm 
the souls of the people, and guard them against the division that is attempted among 
them, 


NOTE: From May 28 until June 7 Asbury was in Virginia going north toward the 
Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia. 


West Virginia 
Friday, 7. We rode to Bath, that seat of sin: here we continued to rest ourselves: my 
public work was a sermon on the Sabbath. A number of our society from various parts 
being here, I had the opportunity of receiving and answering many letters. I am afraid [ 
shall spent nine or ten days here to little purpose; I employ myself in reading Thomas a 
Kempis and the Bible: T also have an opportunity of going alone into the silent grove, 
and of viewing the continent, and examining my own heart. I hope for some relief from 
my theumatic complaint which has so oppressed me for six months past. The people here 
are so gay and idle, that I doubt there being much good done among them. The troubles 
of the east and west meet me as | pass. 


Maryland 
Sunday, 16. A number of us crossed the ferry at the mouth of Great Capon; and made 
our way through great heat to Oldtown, thirty-two miles: we were obliged to ride 
moderately, or the excessive warmth of the weather might have killed our horses. We 
had no small consolation in uniting the brethren from three districts in conference;!** 
whose names only were before known to each other. I gave them one sermon on, “Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee.” Our conference sat three 
days successively, very closely employed. 

Thursday, 20. | had some little time to read, write, and pray. My congregation was 
careless and unfeeling. I enforced David’s charge to Solomon. Methinks it ought to be 
with those who have to do with souls, as a tender physician that attends a patient: does 
the fever rage, or the delirium continue? his countenance is sad; and when labour and 
medicine fail, and the symptoms continue or grow worse, he is then forced, as a skilful 
physician, to pronounce his patient incurable—whilst a quack flatters and sees no danger: 
such is the difference between a true minister of Christ and a false teacher, when applied 
to the souls of men. 


Tour 14: 
June, 1794, In Shepherdstown area. II, 16. 


Virginia 
Sunday, 8. Preached at Newtown, little notice being given, and few people attending. 


id ‘Sweet Springs was in present West Virginia. 


The preachers were from districts over which Charles Conaway, Nelson Reed, and Barnabas Mc Henry 
were the elders. The region included parts of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. 
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Monday, 9. Rested at brother Phelp’s. My mind is in peace, but I feel the spiritual death 
of the people; they are not what they were in religion. 


West Virginia 

Iam now on the head branches of Opecken. 1 stopped at John Hite’s,'*' and then 
came to Shepherdstown. It was a very instructing time to me: [ cannot pretend to preach, 
yet I talk a little to the dear people, who flock to see and hear me by hundreds. I hope to 
be as much resigned to a life of affliction as a life of health; and thus may I be perfect in 
love and wholly crucified with Christ! I concluded, after my high fever, and my being 
forced to bed, that it was out of the question for me to attempt to speak; but when I saw 
the people coming from every side, and thought “this may be the last time.” and 
considered I had not been there for nearly five years, I took my staff, faintly ascended the 
hill, and held forth on I John, i, 6,7, and felt strengthened, having a clear view of the word 
of God. After meeting we administered the sacrament, and I then returned to my bed. 


Tour 15: 
May, 1795, In Harper's Ferry area. 11, 50. 


West Virginia 

Monday 18. We rode to Charles Town, Jefferson county, and lodged with a pious 
physician.'*? Next morning breakfasted with John Hite,'? and came to Harper's Ferry, 
where the impending rocks impress the mind of the traveller with terror; and should they 
fall would crush him to pieces: this scene is truly awful and romantic. 


Tour 16: 

May 20 - June, 15, 1796. Valentine Cook's (Monroe County), “forts and savages 
once had a being, but now peace and improvement,” Rehoboth Conference, Gilboa 
(near Frankfort, Greenbrier County), the “campaign through the mountains,” the 
“Valley of Distress,” “difficulties known only to God and ourselves,” Pennsylvania, 
through Garrett County, Maryland, to Oldtown. II, 87-89. 


West Virginia 
Friday, 20. We rode forty miles to Indian Creek, about fifteen miles above the mouth, 
We had no place to dine until we arrived at father Cook’s,' about six o'clock. If] could 


'*! John Hite was a prominent Methodist who lived near Charles Town, in present West Virginia. 
‘Edward Tiffin, M.D. (1766-1829), came with his parents from Carlisle, England, in 1784 and settled at 
Charles Town, in present Jefferson County, West Virginia. He was a local preacher whom Asbury 
ordained on November 19, 1792. He later moved to Ohio, where he became the first governor of that state 
in 1803, He held many other important offices, including thet of United States senator, and was active as a 
local preacher until his death. The house where Asbury stayed is still standing at 210 West Liberty Street. 
"© See Journal entry for June 8, 1794 

This was the father of Rev. Valentine Cook, Jr. The Cooks built the large fort on Indian Creek in 1770 
near the present Greenville. In 1797 the Cooks built a meetinghouse on their land. Valentine Cook was 
captured by the Indians when he was a boy. 
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have regular food and sleep, I could stand the fatigue I have to go through much better; 
but it is impossible under some circumstances. To sleep four hours, and ride forty miles 
without food or fire, is hard: but we had water enough in the rivers and creeks. I shall 
have ridden nearly one thousand miles on the western waters before I leave them; I have 
been on the waters of Nolachucky to the mouth of Clinch: on the north, middle, and south 
branches of Holston; on New River. Green Brier, and by the head springs of 
Monongahela. If I were able I should go from Charleston (S.C.), a direct course, five 
hundred miles to Nolachucky; thence two hundred and fifty miles to Cumberland; thence 
‘one hundred to Kentucky; thence one hundred miles through that State, and two hundred 
to Saltville: thence two hundred to Green Brier; thence two hundred to Red ‘Stone, and 
three hundred to Baltimore, Ah! If I were young again! | was happy to have a 
comfortable night's sleep, after a hard day’s ride, and but little rest the night before. I 
have now a little time to refit, recollect, and write. Here forts and ‘savages once had a 
being, but now peace and improvement. 

Monday, 23. I rode to Rehoboth chapel, in the sinks of Green Brier, where we held 
conference with a few preachers, Here I delivered two discourses. Thursday, crossed 
Green Brier River, and had to pass along a crooked and dangerous path to Levin 
Benton's, My mind is in peace. 

Friday, 27, | felt myself very heavy, my mind unprepared for the congregation at Gilboa 
meeting house, and could not preach with any satisfaction. After meeting the society, | 
came away much clouded. We came off from brother Crawford's about four o'clock, 
aiming at the Little Levels; but darkness came on, and we had to climb and blunder over 
the point of a mountain, in descending which my feet were so squeezed that the blood 
was ready to gush out of the pores: | could hardly help weeping out my sorrow: at length 
we came to brother Hamilton’s,'** where the kindness of the family was a cordial, and we 
‘went to rest about ten o'clock, and all was well. 

Sunday 29. I was very warm in body and mind at M’Neal’s. In the afternoon (contrary 
to my sentiment and practice on the Lord's day) we wok our departure, purposing to 
reach Morgantown on Wednesday evening, in order to attend an appointment made for 
me on Thursday, the second of June. We reached my old friend Drinnon’s, who received 
us gladly, and entertained us kindly. Next day (Monday) we opened our campaign 
through the mountains, following a path I had thought never to travel again. Frequently 
we were in danger of being plucked off our horses by the boughs of the trees under which 
we had to ride. About seven o'clock, after crossing six mountains and many rocky creeks 
and fords of Elk and Monongahela Rivers, we made the Valley of Distress, called by the 
natives Tyger’s Valley. We had a comfortable lodging at Mr. White's; and here I must 
acknowledge the kindness and decency of the family, and their readiness to duty, sacred 
and civil. Thence we hastened on at the rate of forty-two miles a day. We had to ride 
four miles in the night, and went supperless to the Punchins, where we slept a little on 
hard lines, 


'S John Smith lodged at Hamilton's and Hamilton is ‘spoken of as pursuing the Indians with seventy men. 
(Withers: Chronicles of Border Warfure, 243.) 
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‘After encountering many difficulties, known only to God and ourselves, we came 
to Morgantown. [ doubt whether I shall ever request any person to come and meet me at 
the levels of Green Brier, or to accompany me across these mountains again,'*° as brother 
Daniel Hitt!®” has now done. O! how chequered is life! How thankful ought I to be that | 
am here safe with life and limbs, in peace and plenty, at kind brother John Stealey’s. 
Thursday, June 2. I gave them a discourse on, “Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling.” I had half a dozen preachers and a congregation of serious hearers, and 
some wept. I was informed of an awful circumstance:-A man, aged seventy years, 
strangled his own son, to prevent his appearing against him for theft. 


Pennsylvania 

Thursday, 9, We crossed Great Youghiogheny, and came to Connel’s Town,'** where 
we had @ good time. I preached on Acts iii, 26. Sister C--, who professed to find peace 
six or seven years ago, when 1 prayed with her, is now sick; I gave her counsel and 
medicine, and trust I left her better in soul and body. 

Saturday, 11. I rode to Uniontown, and after a solemn meeting, I sat in conference with 
the preachers.'"? 

Monday, 13, We left Uniontown, and rode about thirty-five miles, and next day forty- 


five to J. Foster's." 


Maryland 
Wednesday, 15. I came to Oldtown, and preached to a few people at brother J. J. 
Jacob's. 


Tour 17: 

April 9 — May 27, 1797. “no journal” ~ he was in the “sinks of Green Brier” 
(Rehoboth Church area) and then on to Doctor Tiffin’s (through Virginia to Eastern 
Panhandle) Ll, 127-128. 


From the 9" of April to the 27" of May I have kept no journal. The notes of our travels 
and troubles taken by Jonathan Bird and Joshua Wells, will tell a small part of my 
sorrows and sufferings. I have travelled about six hundred miles with an inflammatory 


'S6-This was Asbury’s eighth trip across the mountains to the region of southwestern Pennsylvania. His Inst 

previous visit here had been in 1792, and ill health prevented him from visting the region again until 1803. 
” Daniel Hitt was presiding elder this year over four circuits in the region: Clarksburg, Ohio, Redstone, 

and Pittsburgh. 

5 Connellsville, Pennsylvania, laid out as a town by Zachariah Connell on March 21, 1795. 

15° This was the fourth and last of Asbury’s district Conferences held at Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 

169 Mie, Foster lived near Cumberland, Maryland. 

161 (See note under July 21, 1785.) Jacob was a native of Anne Arundel County, Maryland. With two other 

local preachers, William Shaw and Thomas Lakin, he did much to establish Methodism in the mountainous 

regions of West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Jacob lived for much of his life across the Potomac 

in Hampshire County, West Virginia. Many of the references to Old Town are really references to Jacob in 

nearby West Virginia. His son, who bore the same name, was the third governor of West Virginia. 
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fever, and fixed pain in my breast. I cannot help expressing the distinguishing kindness 
of some families where I have been forced by weakness to stop, -- Captain Shannon, on 
Walker’s creek; my friend Scarborough, on the sinks of Green Brier; Colonel Moffatt and 
brother Young, in Augusta; neither can I forget Mr. Lee and Moore; the Harrisons, at 
Rocktown,"® and brother and sister M’ Williams; Sisters Phelps and Reed, in Winchester 
and my dear friend, Dr. Tiffin. 


Tour 18: 
August 15 - 17, 1799. Eastern Panhandle II, 203. 


‘West Virginia and Virginia 
Thursday, 15. We rode twenty-eight miles to Charles Town, We had a very rocky, 
uneven road, We stopped at Key's ferry," and were kindly entertained. Friday, at 
eleven o'clock, we held a meeting in Charles Town and then rode on eighteen miles to 
Millborough 

Saturday, 17. We had a comfortable rain; after which we rode on four miles to 
Winchester. Sabbath day we held meeting and were about five hours in love feast, 
preaching, sacrament, and exhortation. I rode home with John B, Milburn,'™ seven miles 
from town. 


Tour 19: 
August 29-30, 1801. Charles Town area II, 304, 


West Virginia 
Saturday, 29. This evening brought us to Thomas Keys"s, upon Shenendoah. We went 
by the way of Samuel Phillips's, to see his dear, afflicted wife—perhaps for the last time 
in this world: God is still gracious to this family. We also saw Harper's ferry, and beheld 
with satisfaction, the good plain buildings erected there by the United States. 

Sunday, 30. At Charles Town I preached under the shady oaks to perhaps fifteen 
hundred people, upon Heb. x, 39; it was a gracious season—truth had its dominion in 
some minds. We administered the sacrament. I ordained to the office of deacons, John 
M’Pherson and Thomas Littleton. I rode home with John Davenport.'® 


'® Rocktown was the present Harrisonburg, Vir 
© Thomas Key's Ferry was over the Shenandoah River in Jefferson County, West Virginia. Charles Town 
is also in West Virginia, 

Ke This was probably John Milbum, where a meeting house was built in 1788. 

‘6 John Davenport lived in West Virginia. His old home, where Asbury visited, is still standing, and is one 
of four extant buildings in West Virginia where Asbury visited. The Davenport home is named “Mount 
Ellen,” after John’s wife Eleanor. Mount Ellen is located on the edge of Summit Point, Jefferson County, 
West Virginia, on the road between Summit Point and Charles Town. It has recently been restored by its 
present owners. John Davenport was born December 14, 1753; he was a private in the 6® Virginia 
Regiment, and later in the 7". Asbury visited here also on August 19, 1802, April 1, 1805, and August 3, 
1806. For futher material on the Davenport family see: The Ladies Repository for July 1852, pp. 253-256; 
and the Scott Manuscript in possession of Lawrence Sherwood. 
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Tour 20: August 17-19, 1802. Charles Town II, 358-359. 


West Virgin 
On Tuesday we came through heat, and over hills, to Sheppard's town, Virginia. I found 
Thomas Boydstone, and Benjamin Boydstone and his wife, on the road to glory. After 
thirty years’ occasional preaching in this place, we have a small society; and by the 
purchase of an old academy, a church—with two chimneys in it. 

Wednesday, 18. I preached on Ephes. ii, 10. Daniel Hitt and Edward Matthews held 
meetings yesterday evening and this evening, [have formed a plan to go next fall by way 
of Chilicothe to Limestone; and so meet the Western yearly conference, should it be held 
in Kentucky. 

Thursday, 19. At Charles Town | preached from 2 Cor. vi, 1: some souls felt the energy 
of the word. We dined at brother Englishe’s, and rode on to John Davenport's to lodge. 


Virginia 
Friday, 20. We called at John Millburn’s. Next day, at Millburn’s meeting house. I 
spoke upon Hebrews x. 35,36. We lodged at William Tyler's. 


Tour 21: 
September 5 -7, 1803. In Northern Panhandle (West Liberty, etc.). Reference to 
Meriweather Lewis’ boat. I, 404-405. 


West Virginia 

Monday, 5, We rode ten miles to John Beck’s, near West Liberty. I preached on Acts 
iii, 26; one soul who had been convicted at our quarterly meeting, professed to find peace 
with God, and shouted glory! with a loud voice. On Tuesday | preached near this place 
to a crowd, at John Spahr’s, I came with Reason Pumphrey'® down the great hill, to the 
Ohio. 

Wednesday brought us to Charlestown," the capital of Brook County, situated at the 
mouth of Buffalo, eighty miles from Pittsburgh. We found the Ohio so low, that the boat 
of Colonel Lewis,'* who is going to explore the Mississippi, would not float over the 
flats. 


‘66 Reason Pumphrey (1735-1812) was probably the first Methodist west of the mountains. He was a 
‘Strawbridge convert in Maryland and was accompanied westward in 1772 by Eli Shickle, one of 
Strawbridge's local preachers. Shickle preached in the camps enroute across the mountains and then in 
Pumphrey’s and neighboring log-cabin homes when Pumphrey established his original land claim within 
the boundaries of the present city of Washington, Pennsylvania, in 1772. In 1786 Pumphrey moved to 
Beech Bottom on the Ohio River, just below the present city of Wellsburg, West Virginia, where his home 
became a preaching point on the original Redstone Circuit, and the society raised there became the criginal 
Kadesh Chapel congregation when this seventh western Pennsylvania chapel was built. Pumphrey’s 
location on the Ohio River was doubtless the occasion for the early extension of the original Redstone 
Circuit to the extreme limits of western settlement until the defeat of the Indians of the Northwest Territory. 
‘Charlestown is the present Wellsburg, West Virginia, county seat of Brooke County in the northwestern 
West Virginia panhandle, The town was established in 1791 

+ Colonel Meriweather Lewis and Colonel William Clark started for the West in 1803. 
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Friday, 9. At Charlestown I preached in Brook court house, on Joshua xxiv, 19. We 
came to Nicholas Pumphrey’s to lodge in the evening. On Saturday we crossed at 
Pumphrey’s ferry. 


Tour 22: 
August 22 — November 6, 1804. Shepherdstown; through Garrett County, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Northern Panhandle and return. “I was too weak to 
travel, but not to preach...” TI, 441-446 


West Virginia 

Wednesday, 22. We had showers to brother Reynolds's: we passed through Sharpsburg, 
and lodged at Shepherdstown.'” | was informed of a camp meeting held near Charles 
Town, Jefferson county, at which between sixty and seventy souls professed to be 
converted to God: the meeting was held nine days. On Thursday I started, and next day 
breakfasted with Mrs. Gough, at Bath. I found Mr. Lyell here—his mind deeply engaged 
with his new design; he was very attentive to me, After resting three hours, I came away 
to William Dimett’s. 

Saturday, 25. Starting at six o'clock, I made fourteen miles to Clarke’s tavern, to 
breakfast, through mountain rain and over mountain roads. After a long absence, I came 
‘once more to John Jacob's. From him I had the awful account of the awful end of Joseph 
‘Cromwell.!"° He had walked backward, according to his own account: three days he lost 
in drunkenness; three days he lay sick in darkness—no manifestations of God to his soul; 
and thus he died! We can only hope that God had mercy on him. Compare this with 
what I recorded of his labours and his faithfulness in another part of my journal. O! my 
soul, be wamed! Brother Jacob preached his funeral sermon, and gave a brief sketch of 
his life, his fall, and his death, His text was, “Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon”; how appropriate the choice! I have travelled through great heat: the 
people are generally sickly; but I have got along one hundred and sixty miles since | left 
Baltimore; thank the Lord, and kind friends! 


Maryland 
Sabbath, 26. I had a meeting at Oldtown at four o’clock: my subject was 1 Pet. v, 10; 
the heat for some minutes was so intense that it appeared as if flesh could scarcely bear it. 
Monday 27. After the rain, J. Jacob rode with me to Joseph Cresap’s, upon the north 
branch of the Potomac. We crossed this water three times, and climbed over the 
mountain, but not without rain, Now I have left the traveling preachers to mind their own 
work, and I only make appointments when I come to the places: the local preachers are 
my guides, and good guides, and good aids, and good companions they are. 

Tuesday 28. In Cresap’s mill I preached upon Hebrews viii, 10-12. We had many 
people at a short waming. 


‘6 See lewer to Daniel Hitt, August 22, 1804. 
17" See note under August 25, 1773. 
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Wednesday, 29. I was prevented setting out by rain. I made feeble attempts to make 
peace between two old members of the society: may I have the blessing, and they have 
the peace—for the good of their children and the society. I came to the Ten Mile house; 
here I overtook company—a certain Mr. Doyne. We wrought our passage to 
Tomlinson’s, dined, and came on to Simpkin's stand. 


NOTE: From August 30 until October 14 Asbury was in Pennsylvania. We pick up 
this tour again on October 14 when he was back in West Virginia at John Beck’s, 
near West Liberty. 


West Virginia 
‘We were compelled to spend a week at John Beck’s. 
Sabbath, 21. Brother Whatcoat preached at West Liberty, From thence we rode to John 
MeCollough’s, within a mile of Ohio River: here my fever rose, and I had to quit all 
hopes of going westward: I returned to John Beck’s. As ] was my own doctor, I resolved 
to breakfast upon eight grains of ipecacuanha; this cleansed my filthy stomach, and so 
broke up my disease that a fever of fifty days fled. My cough, nevertheless, is very 
distressing at night. I have submitted to have a large grinder extracted. Should 
November prove favorable, I do not yet despair of getting along in time, Brother 
Whatcoat has been of great service to me: he was still urgent to go on, and he has gone 
on, wandering alone through the wilderness—I am afraid, in vain:'”' he said he had a 
mite, and it must go. I fear his precious life will go. 
Tuesday 23, My fever abated. [ applied a blister, and bled again. I begin to eat and 
gather strength. 
Saturday, 27. The weather has changed greatly—we have the Indian summer. 

‘On the Sabbath day a small mecting: and what must I do—go into the woods? 
The eyes of the preachers were upon me—I was too weak (o travel, but not to preach, 
We had a melting time; it was so unexpected! With some it was the first time; with 
others the last, perhaps, they would ever hear me in this part of the country. 


NOTE: From the Northern Panhandle Asbury traveled through Pennsylvania, 
down through Garrett County, Maryland, to the area around Old Town. 


Maryland 

Friday to Musselman’s thirty miles: and on Saturday to Joseph Cresap's to breakfast, 
making one hundred and twenty-five miles this week: here we rested for the Sabbath. It 
is wonderful to see how Braddock’s road is crowded with wagons and pack-horses 
carrying families and their household stuff westward—to the new state of Ohio, no 
doubt:'”? here is a State without slaves, and the better calculated for poor, industrious 


71 whatcoat still took the western route, probably to encourage the new work in Ohio. 

7 Asbury rapidly retuned east via the comparatively easy travel ofthe main road and went south across 
West Virginia cast ofthe Blue Ridge. This comment on the teeming migration to the new land 
characterizes Asbury’s concem for the frontier. 
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families. O highly-favoured land! I saw the death of Wilson Lee confirmed in the 
Frederick Gazette: he died at Walter Worthington’s in Anne Arundel county, Maryland. 
Wilson Lee was bom near Lewistown, State of Delaware: he was of a slender habit of 
body, but active, diligent, and upright in his walk; a pattem of neatness in his habits and 
attire; and full of gentleness, meekness, and love; his presence commanded respect; his 
zeal for God was great, and his labours successful, and continually so; few excelled him 
in the duties of a presiding elder—it is not impossible that the toils of this important 
office have been too great for his feeble frame. He had been twenty years and ten months 
in the Methodist Connexion. Sabbath day I spoke in Cresap’s mill, upon Heb. ii, 2,3, 

After sermon we rode to James Cresap’s, near Old Town; notwithstanding what 
had passed at Cokesbury, he received me as a father—that matter might have been 
managed better. We were to have the boys to become all angels! I sent for brother Jacob 
and his wife: we breakfasted, and prayed, and rejoiced in God together. John Hesselius 
sent me 4 note of invitation to call and see him: I did so. He reminded me of his 
respectable father, who took me to his house thirty years ago in the time of my visiting 
Annapolis, when I was exposed to daily reproach and contempt. I have reason to believe 
the old gentleman died in the Lord. 


West Virginia 
Monday, November 5. We forded the Potomac about a mile above the south forks, and 
called in to see mother Pool. We came on to Capon, and lodged at Mr. Largeat’s. 
Tuesday, 6. We breakfasted at Quaker Brown’s and then came on to Winchester. 


Tour 23: 
April 6 -7, 1805. Charles Town. II, 466. 


‘West Virginia 

On Saturday we came to brother Davenport's. 

At Charles Town my Sabbath day’s subject was I Cor. vi, 19,20. We lodged with Mr. 
Key. 


Tour 24: 
August 23-25, 1805. Northern Panhandle. Camp meeting. 5000 present II, 478-479. 


West Virginia 
The camp meeting begins, to-morrow, at Short Creek, near the Great River.!” On 

Friday and Saturday we laboured onward to Short Creek: | foundered my mare; and had 

many trials. 

Sunday, 25. I preached xt the camp ground: it was a moving time. On Monday I 

preached again. It was judged there were five thousand souls present to hear; and that 

one hundred souls were converted to God. 


'® This was the first camp meeting held on the original Ohio Circuit located in Western Pennsylvania and 
the panhandle of what was then Virginia. The “Great River” was the Ohio River. 
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I purchased a horse; and bent my course through Wheeling, on the banks of the 
Ohio: we crossed,'”* and in the evening came to Morristown. 


Tour 25: 
July and August, 1806. Harper's Ferry area. Il, $13-514 


West Virginia 

Wednesday, 23. | called upon Joseph Perkins, the superintendent of the U. S. armoury. 
Here is a factory of stores of instruments of death, tastefully arranged in the several 
apartments: there may they remain forever! But will it be so? Alas! no. I was caught in 
arain upon the river, the effects of which I felt next day. 
‘August 3, 11am here at Jobn Davenport's, I have been sick, and laid up sinee Thursday 
last. Copious bleeding, emetics, catharties, and bark have had their tums. The fever, 
since the day before yesterday, has left me. [ have been providentially favoured with a 
good physician, kind friends, and temperate heat; the Lord hath done this well. [ might 
have been taken amongst strangers, and have had more pain. Rest was wanting; and 
may hereafter have better weather for the toilsome journey before me. Happily [ laid my 
hands on Simpson's Plea for Religion, in which we have a wonderful and interesting 
account of good and bad men for three centuries. The author has drawn aside the purple 
curtains of the Church of Rome, and the black robes of the antichristian Church of 
England, to lay bare the abuses of bad systems, and the vices of mitred heads: he has 
raised his warning voice against the corruption of manners and morals in all orders, 
Which will, he predicts, without a speedy reformation, cause the downfall of all 
ecclesiastical establishments; he has magnanimously renounced his living as a minister, 
which his conscience would permit him no longer to hold: he said he knew not where to 
g0; but the Lord has taken him to the Church of the first-born. O, what a waming is here 
given to all Churches, to all ministers, to all Christians, and to thee, O my soul! 
Recollecting I had never preached in the neighborhood, and feeling a little unwilling to 
pass another dumb Sabbath, vic called a solemn assembly, #s much as if we had come to 
‘a funeral of one of the family; my subject was | Kings viii, 35-39. 1 was rapid for about 
an hour; they are faithfully wamed; let them look to it. 


Tour 26: 
August 20 - 23, 1807. West Liberty; stone meeting house at Short Creek. II, $53- 
554. 


West Virginia 
Thursday, 20. We made about forty miles, over some rough roads and desperate hills: 
we wished to redeem time, that we might refit at John Beck’s,"”* near West Liberty; so 


'* Te was at this point that Asbury entered Ohio. 

5 The home of Colonel John Beck was an early Methodist preaching and stopping place of the itinerant 
preachers. It was located near the Pennsylvania-West Virginia line, three miles east of West Liberty in 
Ohio County, West Virginia. 
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we ate not on the route, though we fed the horses twice. I had had pain of a rheumatic 
kind for some days. 

Friday, 21, Marked letters to transcribe, read, took medicine, and nursed myself. On 
Saturday I preached in Beck's new house on Philip. ii, 12, 13. On the Sabbath I 
preached in an excellent stone meeting house, at Short Creek., to about one thousand 
souls, from 2 Cor. ili, 7, 8. 


Tour 27: 
June — August, 1808, “Climb the Alleghany”; preached at the court house at 
Wheeling... “At Colonel Zane’s, where I lodged, the aged people were kind indeed.” 
Il, 572-575. 


West Virginia and Maryland 
June 25. On Saturday we came to John Jeremiah Jacob’s. Ah! because he saith the old 
wine is better. King James used to call for his old shoes—they fit me best. 

Sabbath, 26. We had about four hundred souls at the chapel in Old Town.'7° I spoke on. 
Romans xii, 1,2,: brother Boehm concluded and met the society—it was an open season: 
hot as it was, we sang and prayed away the day. On our way to Aquila Brown's, Evitt’s 
Creek, on Monday, we were glad now and then, to stop and shelter ourselves under the 
trees from the extreme heat. I gave advice for the body and soul of the wife of my kind 
host. At the Lutheran church, Cumberland, on Tuesday, we had a full house; my subject 
was 2 Pet. iii, 17, 18. 1 was very pointed on sinners and backslidden souls. 1 was 
expected to dine at only three several houses. Only let me declare myself, and work is 
soon found for me; a serious adult of forty years, and three children to baptize—one for 
Bell, one for Aquila Scott, and one for Brown. Brown was @ Deist; he is now a brother: 
many think Bishop Whatcoat’s prayers were heard for him. We have Georgia heat, I 
preached in the chapel at Cresaptown on Wednesday. We breakfasted at four o'clock on 
‘Thursday, that we might climb the Alleghany. 


NOTE: July 1 ~ 29 Asbury was in Pennsylvania. We pick up this tour again on 
July 29 when he was back in West Virginia at John Beck’s. 


West Virginia 
Friday, 29. We found a home at John Beck's on Friday. '” Saturday, rested 

Sabbath, 31. At Bethel chapel, Short Creek, I gave them a sermon, I spoke in great 
weakness. 

Monday, August 1. I preached in the court house at Wheeling. I have great pain. At 
Colonel Zane's, where I lodged, the aged people were kind indeed. 


"This was the original chapel which was replaced by a frame one in 1812. In 1863 a troop of New York 
Cavalry used the lumber of the chapel for shanties. ‘The present church stands about one mile from its 
predecessor, the site being marked by an ancient burying ground. 

See Henry Boehm’s letter to Mrs. Brightwell. July 31, 1808. Inhhis “Reminiscences” Boehm gives 
many details on what he and Asbury did on this 1808 tour. (pp. 195-197.) 
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Tour 28: 
March 1809. Harpers Ferry area, 11, 593-594. 


West Virginia 
‘An awful storm of snow overtook us on our way to Thomas Key"s, where we were made 
comfortable for the night. We crossed Harper's Ferry on Tuesday, and came to Joseph 
Perkins’s; my friend and neighbor has gone to rest. Next day we had deep roads to 
Fredericktown, 


Tour 29: 
August 1809. Northern Panhandle, “I contemplate two chapels.” Preached in 
Wheeling court house. II, 613-614. 


West Virginia 

We crossed into Virginia, and preached at Brook county court house on the evening of 
Thursday. Our lodging was the stationed preacher's, William Lambdin. My brethren 
were kind enough to make appointments for me. at least to publish in the public prints 
more than I had designed. I might murmur at this, and pethaps I do. Well, elders must 
be better and do more than other men; granted. I can truly say my life is like a daily 
death. God is my refuge and my reward. I preached on Saturday at Beck’s. 

Sabbath, 27. At Short Creek chapel my subject was I Thess. iv, 3. I contemplate two 
chapels;!”* one of forty feet square, and the other of fifty feet; the first in Charlestown, 
Alexander Wells to give the lot; and the other in Wheeling, the ground to be bestowed for 
its erection by Colonel Zane. Our appointment for Monday was in Wheeling court 
house; I spoke with light, and life, and power. 


Tour 30: 

September, 1810. Short Creek. Camp meeting near Parkersburg; (B. Wolf's is 
editor's error for R(eece) Wolf, who helped bring Methodism into this area). 
Mention of “Wood’s” court house (Parkersburg) and Blennerhassett’s Island, See 
Boehm’s account of the visit to Mr. Waldo’s (Page 317): this house is now in West 
Virginia, haying been moved to Blennerhassett’s Island. II, 648-649. 


West Virginia 

Saturday. I hear of a camp meeting at Little Kenawha, and must needs go there!” 
After toiling through bad roads and accidents at the ferry to detain us, we are here this 
Saturday night at nine o'clock, safe at the house of the brother of Wilson Lee."® Lord, 
prepare me by thy grace for the patient endurance of hunger, heat, labour, the 
clownishness of ignorant piety, the impudence of the impious, unreasonable preachers, 
and more unreasonable heretics and heresy! 


'78-This indicates that it was Asbury’s planning which caused the erection of the first Methodist buildings at 
Wellsburg and Wheeling, West Virginia. The earlier name of Wellsburg, was Charlestown. 

"9 This 1810 trip west was the only time that Asbury made four crossing of the Ohio River en route, 

1% Boehm says, “We were the guests of Richard Lee, brother of Rev. Wilson Lee.” 
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Sunday, 9. I preached at the camp twice. Souls were converted, and we hope much 
good was done. We ordained John Holmes an elder. 

Monday, came away. At B, Wolf's, we gave them Dutch and English sermons, 
Tuesday, preached at the Point Wood’s court hous®, to a large congregation. 


Ohio 

We lodged at Mr. Browning's, on the other side of the river.'*' On Wednesday [ 
preached in a schoal house on a bluff opposite Blennerhassett’s island.'* Colonel 
Putnum, son of the renowned general of that name, invited me to the house of Waldo, 
grandson of the old chief: | had a very interesting interview with several revolutionary 
officers, emigrants to this country, from good old Massachusetts. 


Tour 31: 
September, 1811. Crossed the Northern Panhandle, but no journal entries. II, 683. 


Tour 32: 
August 30 — September 11, 1812. Tomlinson's (Garrett County, Maryland): “A 
strange medley of preachers, drovers, beasts on four legs and beasts made by 
whiskey on two, travelling on the turnpike at one time .....” On to the Northern 
Panhandle (Short Creek). I1, 707-708, 


Maryland 

Sunday, 30, I preached in Cumberland to an attentive people, and went on to 
Cresaptown, where I also bore my testimony: there might be one thousand people in the 
two congregations. I have litle rest, We came up the mountain, dining at Mussulman’s 
and going thence forward to Tomlinson’s.'"? There was a strange medley of preachers, 
drovers, beasts on four legs, and beasts made by whiskey on two, travelling on the 
tumpike at one time. 


NOTE: September 1 ~ 11 Asbury was in Pennsylvania. We pick up this tour again 
on September 11 when he was back in West Virginia. 


‘8 Asbury and Boehm recrossed the Ohio River at Belpre, Ohio. 

“This isthe largest isiand in the Ohio River. Located at the mouth of the Little Kanawha River at 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, the island was owned fora time by George Washington. A large tract of land 
on the island was purchased in 1798 by a wealthy Irish immigrant, Herman Blentnerbassett. He was an 
accomplice of Aaron Burr in his grandiose scheme of erecting an empire in the West, and most of the 
treasonable plans were made at Blenerhassett’s island estate. The house in which Asbury stayed on 
Wednesday night is now standing in West Virginia, having been moved to Blennethassett’s Island. 

"© Jesse Tomlinson (1756-1840) was a Maryland settler west of Cumberland before 1788. Later he 
operated Tomlinson's Tavem at Little Meadows, three miles west of Grantsville, Garrett County. He 
represented the fronticrsman at his best, having served several terms in the Maryland legislature and 
sending five sons to college, 
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West Virginia 

Friday, 11. We had a suffering ride of thirty-two miles to the Stone chepel, on Short 
Creek. I preached at four o’clock, and there was much feeling in the congregation. I 
want strength, and food, and rest. We have serious times; it becomes us to be silent, and 
let God judge the nations, and correct the guilty. 


Tour 33: 
August 25 — September 1, 1813. Passed through Garrett County and Northern 
Panhandle, no references. II, 741. 


Maryland 
Wednesday, 25. At Cumberland I preached in the chapel, and ordained John Jeremiah 
Jacob, Thomas Lakin, and William Shaw, holy men, to the office of elders. 


Pennsylvania 

A day of toil over desperate mountains brought us to Brownsville. We have had our 
trials and afflictions 

Sabbath, 29, I preached strong words from “Examine yourselves”; and after the 
congregation was dismissed, gave council to the society. 


Ohio 
Wednesday, September 1. We opened our conference,'*’ about thirty members present. 
On Saturday deacons and elders were ordained 


Tour 34: 
August 4 — 6, 1815. Asbury at West Liberty. See his powerful comments on his last 
sermon in West Virginia on “The Time is Short.” Il, 787-788. 


West Virginia 

Friday, 4. We came away to John Beck’s, West Liberty. It is said there were about three 
thousand people to hear the word last Sabbath at Steubenville: there was great preaching, 
a great love feast, and sacrament; Bishop M’Kendree was there. I had an interview with 
R. Brown, and much talk about the work of God, and the necessity of energetic preaching 
to wake the slumbering generation. 

Sabbath, 6. | preached at John Beck’s, at four o’clock; my subject was I Cor, vii, 28-30. 
The time is short. It might have been true, considering how uncertain persecution then 
made, and was about more abundantly to make, life, to all the followers of the Lord 
Jesus; it may be especially true in pestilences, famines, and desolating wars, But the 
providential uncertainty, in all ages and in all lands, of the sublunary things which so 
deeply engage the thoughts and affections of unthinking mortals, shows the propriety of 
the apostolic admonition; for verily, in this respect, also, the time is short. 


'S This was the second session of the Ohio Conference, held in Steubenville. 
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How many newly married pairs—parents with children, upon whom they have 
just discovered, in their matured characters and upright conduct, the qualities and virtues 
which justify all their strength of affection—speculators upon the probabilities and 
possibilities of fortune, who risk credit and estate to become richer than their fellow- 
mortals—covetous persons, idolators who labour and starve to make the golden heap a 
little higher—how many of these find that the time is short; alas! too short for them! O, 
sinner, the time is short! Seeker, the time is short! Strive—agonize to enter in. 
Backslider, surely to thee the time is short! Believers, O remember the time is short! 
And if you are daily bearing your cross, faithfully combating under the great Captain of 
your salvation, you will rejoice to remember that the time is short. 0, joyful 
‘consideration to those who have put on the Lord Jesus, and shall love his appearing—this 
time of suffering is short! 

Monday, Came to Mount Pleasant. 


APPENDICES 
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Page 64 


Fragmentary Journal of the Redstone Circuit - May 12, 1786 to June 1787. 


Asbury’s Tour 7. 


Portions of his complete Journal of The Greenbrier Circuit — July 4, 1787 to July 8, 1788. 
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APPENDICES ~ Continued 


HENRY BOEHM Page 78 
July 28, 1808. Asbury’s Tour 27. 
August 29, 1810, Asbury’s Tour 30. 
REHOBOTH DEED Page 81 
1787 Bond 
1797 Deed 
1798 Deed 
“REHOBOTH CHURCH” from “The West Virginia State Magazine,” Page 83 


‘August 1954, by Lawrence Sherwood. 


“THE CHALLENGE OF THOSE WHO RODE” from “the West Virginia Page 86 
Methodist,” March 1966, by Lawrence Sherwood. 


AFTERWARD by Lawrence Sherwood. Page 88 


JOHN SMITH’S FRAGMENTARY JOURNAL OF HIS WORK ON THE 
REDSTONE CIRCUIT, PENNSYLVANIA AND (WEST) VIRGINIA 


May 12, 1786 to June 1787. ASBURY’S TOUR 7. 
May 12" (1786) Left Abington! the same Day Arive at Baltemore* 


—18" Rode thro’ Liberty town, Crost Menoccocy River, Rode thro Fredrick town & 
Crost the Cetoctern Mountain, Above where it Joins the blew ridge.— 


--19".Crost the Blue ridge which is Said to run round the World. Rode thro’ Sharpsburg. 
Crost potomack river. & rode thro Shepherdstown,’ where I saw Seated in the town two 
saw Mills & two grist Mills which was watered by a Small Stream runin thro’ the town. 


~20 saw A spring running out of the mountain which afforded water Enough to turn A 
Mill. the wonderfuul works of providen and Creation— 


--22 Crost Opeckin & Bach Creek. The roads Midling clear of Mountains. — 


~23". Swam my horse A cross Sleepy Creek and rode over small Mountains and rocks 
chief of the Afternoon. 

Took a Drink out of the Mineral spring That runs out of A mountain the water As warm 
as if it had been some time Over the fire. Many sick and Impotent folks resort thither 
every year to be cured of their infirmities where there is hathing houses curiously 
provided for them to bath in— 


~24" Crost Cape Capen river. This river before it Emites into potomack runs Sume 
Distance under ground by reason of a mountain’s crossing of it.* Thou Lord hath done 
all things well— 


--25 Crost A Mountain call’d Sidlinghill and many others Very rockey— 


--26", Swam my horse Across little Capon river also erost the south fork of poromack, 
the waters were very high— 


‘The manuscript Journal of John Smith is at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois. 
Permission for printing the Joumal has ben granted to Lawrence Sherwood, Jr. 

2 AL the Conference held in Baltimore in May, Smith was appointed to Redstone circuit in Western 
Pennsylvania and Northern (West) Virginia, 

> West Virginia, 

* Lost River, Hardy County, West Virginia, goes underground and emerges os Capon River, near 
Wardensville. 
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June the 5® (1786) Crost the North fork of Potomack.* was in Old Town. Crost Evenses 
& Wills Creek past fort Cumberland— 


--6 (June 6, 1786) Began to climb the Allegania Mountain The roads very rockey & 
Mountainous Cros A river Called Little Yaw® Eat My Dinner Near the place called the 
backbone of Amarica whear the waters Divide And run East & West— 


--7 Still Continued on the Mountain Crost big yaw’ river in the Evening got in the Lorel 
hill where I had A beautiful prospect of the Country which put me in mind of Moses’s 
Viewing the Land of Canian from Pisgahs top. As far as my eyesight would Let me I 
stood & viewd the vast Expanse Apparently like the great Ocian from thence rode thro’ 
Beasentown’ a little village situated at the foot of the Mountain.” 

Oh how wonderful is the great Auther of the Univers Expemplified in beholding the work 
of his Almighty hand. . . before | got thro the mountain I went thro’ a place Call’d the 
Shades of Death it being a Dark Lonely place the trees towing Aloft to the Clouds 
Appearently two hundred feet high and so thick prevent the rays of the Sun beams from 
Drying the Earth— 


--8—Crost Georges Creek 

--10" Crost A River Call'd Cheet— 

--11" Was in Morgaintown'” Crost the river Monongohalia— 
--16 Crost Dunkerd Whitley & Muddy Creeks 

~-18 Crost a Creek Called ten Mile— 


~21 Rode through Catfish Town (or Washington)!" Crost Shirtee Creek was on the 
waters of Both Cross & Buffalo Creek— 


26 Crost the great Ohio over into the Indian Contry in company with Mr. Asbury”? 
Henry and several others this river runs into the Missesippy bordering upon south 
Amarica inhabited by the Spanyards— 


* Into Maryland. 

* Abbreviation for Youghiogheny, now Casselman River, near Grantsville, Maryland. 

” Youghiogheny River 

* Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 

° From Cumberland, Maryland, his route was the Braddock Road, now US. Route 40. He was now in the 


1° Morgantown, West Virgit 
™ Pennsylvania 


July 1°, Crost the Creek Call’d Redstone— 


--13" Crost Big and Little Sandy Creek Which run thro the Mountain also was in the 
glades'? where there is many Excellent farms on top of the Mountain— 


1787 February 26" Rode near 30 Miles to A Little town in the Wildemess called 
Clarksburg.'* and on my way crost a river call’d Tigers’ Valley A little above where it 
enters into the Monongahala River. Also Booths & Simpsons Creek end Elk Creek 
running thro the Town- 


~27", Rode near 30 Miles higher to A small Settlement call’d Buckhanan"® lying on one 
Prong of Tigers Valley Fork Crost various Small Creeks & Traviled Over great 
Mountains and hills— 


~-28" Crost Buckhannon River— 
March 1 Rode back to Clarksburg— 


--3 Returned to my Circuit— 
Was at Fort Wheelan' Situated on the Banks of the Ohio- 


May—Left Union town and travild Over the Loret Hill Crost Little and Big Yoh— 

June Left Old Town crost Potomack where the South & North forks meet. Rode down 
the river on Maryland side and crost Town creek & Fifteen and Sidling hill creeks and in 
the evening crost Potomack again into Virginia— 

Rode down the river 40 miles on Virginia Side crost cape capon and rode thro Bath 
Town" took a Drink out of the Warm Spring crost Sleepy creek Back and Opeckin 


creeks— 


(This is all of the Journal for this year.) 


‘2 This crossing into the future state of Ohio with Bishop Francis Asbury was the first time Methodist 
ministers were across the Ohio River. 

" Sandy Crock Hundred (District) and Glades Hundred were in Garrett County, Maryland. 

“ This tour through the Clarksburg, West Virginia, area led to the formation of the Clarksburg Circuit 
within ¢ few months 


‘© Buckhannon, Upshur County, West Virginia. 
'° This visit to the Wheeling, West Virginia, area led to the establishment of the Ohio circuit at the next 
Conference. Smith's scouting tours into new territory led to the formation of two new circuits on western 
waters: Clarksburg and Ohio. He was immediately appointed to establish another new western circuit, to 
be named Greenbrier. 

"* Berkeley Springs West Virginia. 
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PORTIONS OF THE JOURNAL OF JOHN SMITH OF HIS WORK ON THE 
GREENBRIER CIRCUIT, (WEST) VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIA 


July 4, 1787 to July 8, 1788. ASBURY’S TOUR 8 AND TOUR 9. 
A Journal for the year of Our Lord 1787 


Began the 4" Day of July which I Spent in Baltemore with the two followg. had some 
comfort in company with Revd. Mr. Watcoat,'* and Others, Dureing my stay, O My god 
enable me to Spend the remnant of my days to thy glory. give me thy perfect Love for 
Christ's sake Amen. 


Friday 6". Rode about 6 Mile out of town Preached & met society at Wm, Perego’s 
found som comfort in waiting before ye Lord 


Sat.7?_ Rode 16 Miles on my way to my cireuit.”” Lodged at Bror. Jones's in company 
with Jesse Lee” - -- - and on the Sabbath Rode with him to his Preaching place the stone 
Chappl. gave an Exortation and assisted in the Love-feast— 


In the evening I Preached at Zoar Chap. but was somewhat indisposed— 


Mon. 9". We Rode to Randal’s where was a few souls met we both spoke A litle and 
return'd to Brother Jones’s 


Tuesd. we parted Lord grant that we may meet in thy Kingdom Above— 


Wed 11, (July 11, 1787). Set of in company with Mr. Watcoat traveled and preachd 
together For several Days I was weak in body and but little appetite for food, but the 
Lord was often Very precious in manifesting his presence to my soul. 


Set. 14 Met with Mr. Asbury and heard him Preach 3 times on Sunday once in 
Hagariown™ twice about two Miles from town— 


Mon 16 Set off and got a Bath? and Staid there two or three Day I often Drank out of 
the Springs and found Some benefit therefrom-- 


"In 1800, Richard Whateoat became a Bishop. 

® He was now on a trip from Baltimore to Greenbrier Circuit. 

> An outstanding Methodist preacher and historian who was then serving on the Baltimore Circuit. 

® In his Journal Bishop Francis Asbury tells of preaching in the court house in Hagerstown, Maryland. 
® Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. 


68 


Thury. 19". Let Bath in company with Mr. Asbury Rode to Wiggin’s the people were 
gatherid for Worship the spirit I trust was in the word 


Frid 20 We rode to Old town”! I was still very weak and feble and low in Spirit— 


Sun. 22st Heard Mr. Asbury Preach and receiv'd the supper of the Lord from his hand I 
also gave an Exortation the Lord was present and we fed on Angel’s food.> 


Mon 23 Rode 40 Mile up the South branch of Potomack A fine levil road hedg'd in on 
either Side by Mountains Some places the Rocks towing Aloft Over Our heads near 200 
feet high © how wonderfull is the works of the Lord—Rode thro’ A couple of little 
Villages Rumney & Morefield Lodg’d at Bror. Vanmeters in company with Br. Todd”” 
and some Others Tues 24". Rode 20 Miles Up the Sout fork of the Branch to Cobern 
were A few souls met together to make prayer I gave an Exortation Our souls Drank at 
the fountain head and bursting Joys split and I believe the heavenly Quire took the chorus 
and the city rang With loud Hosanahs— 


Wed. 25 Rode 20 Miles Fed at Hick’s Lodg’d at a little cabin in the Mountains where 
lived a couple of Old Decipels and a little boy was kindly entertain’d with such things as 
the place could afford Was a happy as if I'd been in A fine castle feasting on the Richest 
dainteys-- 


Thurs 26 Rode 40 Miles left the sout fork and got on the cow pastures Bated”® at A 
Dutchmans one Posley Hovers Din'd upon the provisions I along with me Lodg’d at 
Matthias Benson’s the Old Man and Woman were very hospitible they were baptist 
decipels but of A catholic spirit— 


Frid. 27 Rode Forty Miles to day Over Mountains and Rocks. Killed a Rattle Snake for 
the first Fed at the warm Springs” and took A Drink of the Water much stronger and 
Warmer than the waters at Bath Called at the Hot Springs the water so warm that by 
Bathing in it causes great sweats, by putting my hand in the water at first it seem’d like 
scalding and 1 believe that water made as worm Over the fire would Scawld. [ had rather 
Drink it than the Warm spring water. Lodg’d at Morris’s”” A man that was A Methodist 
in Ireland but [ fear he has Out liv’d the power of religion but was very kind and 


hospitible. 


> Near Cumberland, Maryland. ‘The Methodist leader in this area was John J. Jacob, the father of a future 
governor of West Virginia. Lawrence Sherwood owns a copy of Jacob’s Journal. See also, “John Jeremiah 
Jacob” in Vol. XVII, No. 2, West Virginia History Quarterly Magazine. 

% phrase Smith often uses to refer to a time of high spiritual meaning. 

* Romney and Moorefield, the county seats of Hampshire and Hardy counties, West Virginia. 

John Todd was Circuit Rider on Allegheny Circuit a this time. 

> Baited, ate. 

?° Warm Springs and Hot Springs, Virginia, are still attractions because of the waters. 

® Richard Morris owned land on Jackson River, in the area of Covington, Virginia, He had license to keep 
at tavern in his house, 
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Sat 28 Travil'd 40 Miles Fed on the road and eat such things as I had with me called at 
the Red Springs and took A drink of the Water it tasting so much like Tarter I could 
hardly bear it— 


In the evening I call’s at the Sweet Spring where I drank freely it being of a Soft Sweet 
nature. Seem’d Something more Agreeable than the Red Springs It being near Night and 
no place for A Methodist Preaching to lodge at I set out into the Wildnemess to seek 
lodging after riding 5 or 6 miles I got to an house where an Old Dutchman lived. It 
being dark I ask'd for lodging, but he had not consider'd the Apostel's Exortation (v 
not forgetfull to entertain Strangers therefore | was Oblieg’d to Seek farther After riding 
‘A Mile I got to an House where lived the Man his Wife & nine children Were Sitting 
round the fire I call'd for Lodging which was readily granted, I suped on A little Joney 
cake and Milk Went to prayer with them found my Soul Very Happy and drawn out 
after God 


I lay down to Rest on Some Straw laid on boards being weary and Fatieug'd I Slep 
tolerable well, Arose in the moming and commended them to God it being Sunday the 
29 I rode 7 or & miles to the Sinks of Greenbrier.” Where the Rehoboth Society®” met 
together and I trust the Lord was present with us and gave us to feed on Angels food. 


Mun. 30 Met the Children God was present and I believe reach’d many of their hearts [ 
trust it will be A memorable day to many that were present. © God raise up the riseing 
generation as A seed to Shew forth thy praise. Lodg’d at Edward Kenans Tribulation 
Flees 


Tues 31 Preach’d at Rehoboth Church the lord was present and many felt the power of 
his word all I want is to do the will of God my soul is happy but not full Lord give me 
an intire conformety to thy will— 


NOTE: There follows 20 pages as printed in The Journal of the Greenbrier 
Historical Society, Vol. 1, No. 4, October, 1966. This tells of how he formed The 
Greenbrier Circuit with many important details about persons and places. 

We pick up his Journal again on May 13 when he arrived at the Conference 
session where he was elected to the office of Deacon — to be ordained at Rehoboth 
carly in July by Bishop Asbury, the first ordination west of the mountains. 

Asbury’s Tour 9. 


Tues May 13 Arive at Conference which held this Day and the two following found 


| Sweet Chalybeate, between Crows, Virginia and Sweet Springs, West Virginia. 

* The area around Union, West Virginia, was called “The Sinks” because of the many sink-holes and caves 
in the abundant limestone. ‘This area was then in Greenbrier County; Monroe County was formed in 1799. 
® Rehoboth Church was the most important point on the Greenbrier Circuit. 

™ This was the first Methodist Conference held west of the mountains. It was held near Saltville, Virginia. 
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myself much indispos'd by reason of affliction of Body loss of Appetite and fatiegue of 
business 


Friday 16 Left holston rode in Company with the Revd. Mr. Asbury and others till 
Sunday the 18 when afier preaching and administering the Sacrament at the Mines we 
parted some one way and some another grant Lord that we may all meet in Heaven for 
Christ’s Sake Amen— 


Thurs. 22 Rode back and swam my horse over the river into my own Circuit— 
Frid. 23 & Sat. 24 Spent in Riding to the Sinks of Greenbrier— 


Sun 25 was at Rehoboth Church— 
This week and the following was very poorly in Body but Traveled and Preach'd I hope 
with satisfaction and Success— 


‘Sun. June 8 Preach'd at Morris’s on Jackson’s River— 


M.T. 9, 10 Rode to Greenbrier and on W. 11 Met with Brother Phoebus” and travil’d 
with him A week— 


Sun 22. Preach’d at Sinking Creek and at John Creek— 
In July met with Mr. Asbury and traviled with him through my circuit. 


‘The 5 & 6 Days of July (1788) we held Q Meeting in the Sinks of Greenbrier where I was 
Ordain'd Deacon’® 0! that God may make me faithful to my trust, from thence on the 
8" Day I set out for Philidelphia.” 


» New River. 

® Monday, Tuesday. 

* This is the same William Phoebus who started Methodism in the Rehoboth area and who was 
instrumental in the conversion of Edward Keenan. He was Circuit Rider on Redstone Circuit in 1787- 
1788, 

2 This was the first Methodist ordination west of the mountains. 

® This ends John Smith's work on the Greenbrier Circuit. When he was sent to form this new circuit, the 
minutes record there were 100 Methodists; these were probably mostly around Rehoboth, When he ended 
his work, after having established a firm circuit, he reported 210 white and 5 colored members. 
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Richard Whatcoat (1736-1806) was the third bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church having been chosen bishop in 1800. During the time of the 
Journal printed here he was a presiding elder. 

The original Journal of this period is at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary, Evanston, Illinois. It was first printed in Religion on the American 
Frontier: 1783-1840, Vol. IV, The Methodists, in 1946. ‘ASBURY’S TOUR 10. 


Augt 1—1789  Flrancis] Asbury Bror willis & I Rode to Comal [Colonel] Barrotts. F 
Asbury preachd I Exhorted 
2 Rode to Jos Cressups C[hapel]' F asbury preachd I Exhorted Bror Willes Spoke from 
Nathanie{l] The word was with weight May it be Lasting 
3 Rode To Fort Cumberland Stopt at Joshua Scritchferlds F asbury preachd Bror Willis 
Spoke from the Gift of the Spirit I Exhorted we Rode [to] Bror Fosters & Dined &C 

The Second of August I Joined in the Bands of Matrimony Thomas Brown and 
Milley Rolings of the place Called upper old Town Hundred Washington County State of 
Maryland (Baptized Six) They were published by the Revd Crossley 
4 Fasbury preachd I Exhorted &C Rode To [Old] Tlown] 
5 F preachd [ Exhorter Bror willis preachd first] at old Town 
6 Rode To Thos Williamses &C— 
7 Rode To the Springs Took our horses To Arther Wigginses 

Brought our things to Sisters Adams and Morrises &C— 
9 F asbury Refad] the Moming Servis I preachd F asbury preachd at three in the 
afternoon 
11 Bror Haggerty Came To Bath &C— 
15 Bror willis Came and preachd a funarl Sermon over—agustan Child &C— 
16 Bror Willis Re{a]d the Servis I preachd & also at Archible Wiggens at three & Bror 
Haggerty Exhorted Bror Willis preachd & Bror adams at the Springs in the afternoon 
&C—Truly it appears that [like] Light & Darkness the Children of God & the Children of 
the wicked Can have But Little fellowship to gether 
in this place about two hundred houses & Cabbins are Built for the Inhabitant[s] and 
Conveniance of them that attend the Season for the Benefit of the waters _ [There are] 
about thirty familys that Reside here after Stoping at the Springs twelve Days Brother 
asbury finding himself Very poorly and the famalys we Lodged with Leaving the Springs 
we Rode to 
19 Margt Strowds &C-- 
20 We Rode To Bengamin Bordstons’ Bror Willis Rode To Sheperdstown & preachd in 
the Evning 


* Note that hereafter unexpanded “C” means “Chapel” or “Church.” 
2 Benjamin Boydstone, a local preacher. 
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21 Bror willis preachd in the Evning at Thos Bordston[s] I Exhorted &C—{The] 
Daughterof____found peace with god 

22 F asbury and I Rode to John Milbums 

23 F asbury preachd | & Bror Fleming Exhorted &C F asbury & Fleming Rode to 
Winchester &C—I Rode to Henery pans & preachd with freedom Met the Class 
Baptized on &C—the power of the Lord was Sencably felt-~ 

24 F asbury preachd a powerful Discours &C-- 

25 We Rode To Jas Strowds F asbury preachd in a Large Barn To A few unawakened 
people 

26 We Rode To John Reess F asbury preachd I Exhorted But the Roks were hard. We 
Called at the Sulfer Spring about 10 or 12 Miles from Sheperds Town the water Looks a 
Bluish Cast Clear as Cristial Tasts Strong of the Sulpher Tinkterd with Cole I Drank 
five small Glases which helped forward my Lax 

27 I took about 38 Grains of Ruburb which worked me about forty houers Rode to John 
Hights F asbury preachd | was not able To attend 

28 Rode to Benjamin Bordstons F asbury preachd 

29 Qfuarterly] Meeting Began at Sheperds Town But I finding Myself unfit to attend 
havbing A Great opression and Sickness on my Stomack 1 Took 20 Grains of 
Tpecacuanha which Gave me Some Ease 

30 finding myself unfit to for (sic) publick worship I Rested at home at Diner | Eat 
Some Salt meat which oppressed my Stomack Greatly and Caused my Lax to Return with 
Duble Violence Such a Nights Labour | think I never had before 

31 1 Cried Right Early unto the Lord and he Delivered me tho there was but one Step 
between me and Deth Took My Leav of Bror asbury willis Thomse &C—Rested 
Comfortably this night 


THE JOURNAL OF BISHOP RICHARD WHATCOAT JULY 9, 1790 - 
AUGUST 5, 1790, ASBURY’S TOUR IL. 


[July] 9 Crost Creags Creek & on Rich patch Mountains I preachd & B Asbury Exorted 
& Gave the Sacrament to 20 at Jos Carpenters the power of the Lord was present we 
Slep at Jas Wright(s] on patses (Pott’s} Creek 

10 Rode To the Church B Asbury preachd John Tunels Funarel from Phil. 1:2|—and 
Gaye him an Exalted Caricter which I Trust he was worthy of we Slep at Sam, Dews 

11 Rode To the Sweet Springs B Asbury preachd in Botitot Circuit Courthouse we 
Rode to James Mosses &c W[h]ere John Tunil Died on thursday the Eighth of July 1790 
12 Drank of the Sweet Spring water 

14 Dfitto] & Got our horse Shooed &C— 

15 Rode to Edd Keenan[s] I preachd B Abel & Asbury Exhorted &C—Gave the 
Sacrament at Rehoboth C. the Lord was present Greenbrye{r] County 
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16 Rode To Greenbryer Courthouse B Asbury preachd 1 Exhorted &c—Lord Visit 
them with thy SalvfaJtion We rode to Jas Watts & Dined 
17 1&C B Asbury preachd to [a] Large Congregation With Freedom I hope Some felt 
the power of the word we Rode about Twenty Two Miles To John McNeals* on the 
Flats of Greenbrier 
18 B Asbury preachd I Exhorted To the Nfew] C[hapel] Near Ful of people Lord Move 
the Rocks &C— 
19 We Rode fourteen Miles To [....] 
20 We Crossed the Mountains To Turkey Valey Lodged at Mr Nelsons [in] Tigurs 
(Tygart] Valey 
21 Rode to Mr. Wilsons B asbury preachd To A Small Congregation Rode with Bror 
Fidler* To Esqr Maxwels and Slept in peace 
22 Rode To Z Osmans in the Cove B Asby preachd To About Twenty people 
23 Rode to Jas Coburn{s] About 36 Miles We have Rode About one Hundred and forty 
Milles] [over] As Ruf a Road as I Ever | (sic) Traveled So interrupt{e]d With Mountains 
Hils Trees Waters &C— 
24 B Asbury preachd A Long Nervous Discours Against Delusions I Exhorted & 
preachd in ye afternoon 
25 we Slep at Wm Lenham[s] Sadlor |of] Morgan Town we Gave the Sacrament & held 
our Lovefeast at Seven O Clok B Asbury preachd About Ten &C—Mr ___ Marshal a 
presbytearian at Twelve I at half past Two Mr, Marshal at four 

‘We had a Comforiable Time 1 hope profitable also. we Dined at John Stealey[s} 
Tan{njer 
July 26 Rode To Thos Batting[s] B asbury preachd I preachd in the Evening at [....] 
we Slept at Joshua Browns 
27 B asbury preachd at John Hudsons we Rode To the Widow Murphys? 
28 I preachd at Union Town in the Evaing 
29 Bror Caluhan preached at Sun Rising B asbury at Twelv B Green at Night 
30 We observed A Day of fasting & prayer I preachd at Eleven O Clok Several of the 
preachers joined in prayer Some Met in the Evning &C 
31 Bror Green preach{d] at Twelv at three B Asbury preached on Education; Some Met 
in [the] Evning and the Lord was powerfully presant Both in Town and Cuntry &C— 
Augt 1 the Lord Gave us A comfortable & powerful Visit at our Sacrament & Love feast 
B Asbury and I preachd To I Supose five hundred people Bror Lurton Conaway and 
Caluahan were Ordained Elders; Bror Dodridg Matthews Banning Cocheran &C—Ios 
Cheuvront Deacons. Bror Conaway [was] Elected for The Counsil So we concluded in 
Great Love 


} John McNeil was a pioneer Methodist of westem Virginia, a convert of Strawbridge; his wife was a 
Welsh Methodist. 

* Danie! Fidler, appointed to Ohio Circuit in 1790. 

* Ann Murphy was one of the founders of Methodism in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 


4 


2 Crossed the Mountains Lodged At Mountains 

3 Rode To Comal Barrots B Asbury preachd 

4 Called at Jos Crisups parted With Bishop Asbury Bror Green & I Rode to John 
Forsters I preachd To a few people &C— 

5 Rode To John Jacobs Esqr® Bror Green preachd I Ex{horted] [Also] Bror Bruse &C 
the power of the Lord was presant 


« John Jeremiah Jacob (1756-1839), a native of Anne Arunde| County, Maryland, was a local preacher in 
Hampshire County, Virginia. 
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STITH MEAD’S ACCOUNT OF THE 1792 CONFERENCE AT REHOBOTH 
ASBURY’S TOUR 12. 


Monday, 21“ of May, 1792, We rode over Peter's Mountain by the Sweet Springs, to 
Brother Edward Keenan’s at Rehoboth Chapel, Sinks of Greenbrier county, where I was 
glad to meet with the bishop, Rev. Francis Asbury: Hope Hull, Jeremiah Abel, elders; 
Salathiel Weeks, John Lindsey, Benjamin Maxey, and John Metcalf, deacons, John 
Kobler, remaining on trial, was received into connexion and ordained a deacon. James 
Ward and Stith Mead admitted on trial as probationers. Rev. Samuel Mitchell, local 
preacher, ordained deacon; Jeremiah Abel located. The above named preachers were all 
that composed and had business with the present Annual Conference. Bennett Maxey 
and John Kobler, by requests of the Bishop, related to the Conference their religious 
experience, and then the Conference adjoumed until Tuesday at 8 o'clock, A. M., at 
which time J. Kobler, Geo, Martin, S. Mead were examined before the Conference, |", 
of our debts, 2dly, of our faith in Christ, 3dly, of our pursuits after holiness. The Bishop 
preached in the Chapel, which was near, at the usual hour, from Deut, v: 27, “Go thou 
near, and hear all that the Lord our God shall say; and speak thou unto us all that the Lord 
our God shall speak unto thee, and we will hear it and do it.” Brother Hope Hull 
preached from 1 Cor. i: 23, “But we preach Christ crucified.” 

This aftemoon I was requested by the Bishop to telate to the Conference my religious 
experience, which I accordingly did. 

The appointments of stations were received from the Bishop this evening as follows: 
No presiding elder. Holston circuit, Salathiel Weeks, James Ward; Botetourt circuit, 
Bennett Maxey, Stith Mead; Bedford circuit, John Metcalf, George Martin; Greenbrier 
circuit, John Kobler; Cow Pasture circuit, John Lindsey. 

Wednesday, 23". When met in Conference, we were all examined by the Bishop as to 
our Confession of Faith and orthodoxy of doctrine, agreeable to the economy of 
Wesleyan Methodism. On a clase examination it was discovered that two of the 
preachers composing the present session of Conference, namely, John Lindsey and 
George Martin, coming from the district where the Rev. James O'Kelly was the presiding 
elder, had imbibed heterodox opinions from him tending to Unitarianism. All the 
Conference were now requested by Bishop Asbury to bring forward all the Scripture texts 
they could recollect to prove the personality of the Trinity, and particularly that of the 
Holy Ghost; at which time these two preachers recanted their errors in doctrine, and were 
continued in the Methodist fellowship. Bishop Asbury preached at the usual hour, Titus 
ii: 1, “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.” Rev. Hop: Hull 
preached after the Bishop from 1 John iv: 17, “Herein is out love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of Judgment, because as he is so are we in this world.” 


76 


A moving, melting time occurred during the sequel of this discourse; the holy Sacrament 
was administered: God manifested himself in his Spirit's power, the doors were opened, 
sinners came in, and there was a great shaking among the dry bones. Such a time, as I 
suppose, was never seen and experienced at this place before; ten souls were converted 
and many sinners cut to the heart. The lively exercises continued until near sundown. 

Thursday, 24, John Lindsey, Salathiel Weeks, and Bennett Maxey were ordained 
elders; John Kobler and Samuel Mitchell were ordained deacons. This is a rough, 
uncultivated country in soil, ways, and manners: the Conference was held in a log-body- 
cabin-house, the residence of Brother E. Keenan, of Irish national descent, Our 
accommodation was the best in this part of the world. 

‘The Conference broke about ten o'clock; we took leave of each other, and 

departed to our respective circuits. 


STITH MEAD'S ACCOUNT OF THE 1793 CONFERENCE AT REHOBOTH 
ASBURY’S TOUR 13. 


The Conference met in Greenbrier county on the 25" of May, 1793, A few items of 
what was done have here been preserved by Stith Mead. 

‘The first day was mainly occupied in hearing the experiences of the preachers, and in 
receiving reports of their labors on the different circuits. The next day, Sunday, Asbury 
and Bruce preached ably and powerfully; they were followed by Kobler and Mead in 
exhortation, “after which several went to prayer; the windows of heaven appeared to be 
‘opened; we had a great time, some were converted, and there was a great shouting among 
the Christians.” 

‘On Monday the Conference was closely engaged examining the “Canons of our 
Church.” This work over, the preachers received their appointments, and with glad hearts 
departed to theit rough mountain circuits. At this Conference John Kobler was ordained 
Elder, and Edward Mitchell, a local preacher, Deacon. 
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MANUSCRIPT JOURNAL ACCOUNT BY JOHN KOBLER OF THE 1792 
CONFERENCE AT REHOBOTH. THE ORIGINAL JOURNAL IS IN THE 
MUSEUM AT LOVELY LANE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, BALTIMORE, 
MARYLAND, LAWRENCE SHERWOOD OWNS A MICROFILM COPY OF 
THIS MANUSCRIPT ASBURY’S TOUR NO. 12. 


(Monday, May 21, 1792.] This evening we reached out Conference where we met with 
‘our Bishop and several others of the preachers—and we sat in Conference three days— 
nothing was found among us but harmony and love. I think it was as great a time of 
union and comfort as ever I saw. Wednesday 23 was a time of the Mighty power of God. 
The work broke put in time of sacrament and the doors were opened and all that would 
came in. The congregation was very large, Trembling soon laid hold on Sinners. Some 
cried out and others fell to the floor. Several that was all Ribbins and Ruffles were in 
floods of tears inquiring what they should do to be saved, in a short time the heaviness of 
many were tumed to joy, and among them was a poor back slider who looked like the 
sentence of death was past upon him. After a long struggle God set his Soul at liberty. 
believe in all about ten was delivered from the bondage of sin this day. Thursday 
moming 24 at the desire of the Bishop and preachers | received the Ordination of a 
Deacon and was stationed in Greenbrier Circuit. I feel very awful when I consider the 
charge that is laid upon mi 


JOHN KOBLER’S MANUSCRIPT JOURNAL ACCOUNT OF THE 1793 
CONFERENCE AT REHOBOTH ASBURY’S TOUR 13. 


Thurs. [May] 23 we rode to Conference which was held at the Sinks. Find all our 
preachers met, as also did out Bishop. Sat. Morning we entered into Conference. There 
were twelve of the itinerant preachers present, It was a solemn sweet season, I believe to 
all in Conference. Matters were settled altogether in love and in the greatest friendship— 
at which time there came a petition (Bro O’Kelley being at the head) beseeching the 
Bishop and the Conference to repeal some of the rules that took place and was 
established at the General Conference, but this was not granted. At the desire of the 
Conference, myself was set apart for the office of an Elder. Sunday Morning [ entered 
into holy orders before the whole congregation... now had the Holston district delivered 
to my Charge which consisted of four Circuits: in each of these I was to ride a Quarter. 
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HENRY BOEHM 


Boehm, Henry, “Reminiscences, Historical and Biographical, of Sixty-Four Years in the 
Ministry, by Asbury's Traveling Companion, and Executor of His Last Will and 
Testament.” New York: Carlton & Porter, 1865. ASBURY’S TOUR 27. 


“Thursday, 28, 1808, past human expectation we started for West Liberty, crossed the 
Monongahela at Freeport, then to Mr. Thomas M’Faddin’s, Washington, a little before 
night, very wet on my part and very full of pain on the part of Father Asbury. The family 
were exceeding kind.” Is it not marvelous that the old sick man should travel in the rain 
under such circumstances? What but love for the Church and for souls could have 
induced him? 

(On Friday we reached John Beck’s. This was one of the homes that Bishop 
Asbury prized very highly. There was quite a society here, and John Beck was the class- 
leader. He hos long since gone to Paradise, but his descendants are Methodists, and they 
have preserved the old chair in which Bishop Asbury used to sit, and the old chest on 
which James Quinn sat when he was converted: for this was his spiritual birthplace. It 
was a famous place in Methodism; one of its early strongholds in this part of the country. 
Mr. Beck was from Kent County, Maryland. 

We left John Beck's and were entertained at Major Samuel M’Colloch’s. He and 
his brother John were celebrated in the annals of Indian warfare. He it was who, when 
pursued by the Indians, made that terrible leap of three hundred feet down a precipice 
with his horse into the river, and thus mercifully escaped out of their murderous hands. 
The leap of General Putnam at Horseneck was nothing compared with this. He was an 
excellent member of the Methodist Church, and his house was one of the choice homes 
where the bishop and other preachers were made welcome, His father was originally 
from New Jersey, and one of the early pioneers of the West. 

‘At Wheeling Bishop Asbury preached in the Courthouse from Heb. ii, 2, 3, on the 
great salvation and the danger of neglecting it. We had no house of worship there at that 
time. We were kindly entertained by Colonel Ebenezer Zane, one of the earliest settlers 
in the West. I was highly delighted, as well as the bishop, to hear Mr. Zane and his wife 
(who was a sister of Samuel and John M’Colloch) relate the thrilling scenes through 
which they had passed, and their hair-breadth escapes from wild beasts and from the 
murderous savages. She told us about the siege of the fort, and how she was engaged in 
running bullets which the men fired at the Indians who were thitsting for their blood. Mr. 
Zane was a great hunter, a man of noble deeds and noble daring, and his history, if fully 
written, would be equal to that of Daniel Boone of Kentucky. 

“Zanesville, Ohio, was named after Colonel Zane. He was not a Methodist, but a 
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great friend to our people, Mrs, Zane joined the Methodists in 1785, under Wilson Lee. 
Her cabin was early opened for preaching, and she made the ministers very welcome. 
She was a Christian heroine, an honor to her sex and to the Church. 

We left Wheeling and the Zane family, and entered Ohio. 


AUGUST 30, 1810. ASBURY’S TOUR 30. 


We reached John Beck’s. There I carved my name on a tree, with the date of our 
being there, The old tree may still be standing to witness that Henry Bochm was there 
the 30" of August, 1810, over fifty years ago; but where is our host, his family, and his 
guests? They have fallen; | am left alone, On we traveled to a camp-meeting at Little 
Kanawha. James Quinn was presiding elder of the district where it was held. We were 
the guests of Richard Lee, brother of Rev. Wilson lee. 

On Sabbath morning at eight o’clock, | preached from Prov. xviii, 10. Bishop 
Asbury at eleven from I Tim. iv 16, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine, “ete; 
after which he ordained John Holmes to the office of an elder. There were a great many 
such ordinations wherever the bishop traveled. It accommodated those who could not go 
far to conference. At three James Quinn gave us a powerful sermon from 2 Thess, [, 7- 
10, on the second coming of Jesus. I preached again in the evening. 

On Monday moming the Lord’s supper was administered; after which the bishop 
preached a profitable discourse an 1 Peter v, 7-9. 

We left the encampment, and I preached at Brother Wolf's, in German, from Acts 
Vili, 35. Thad great liberty in speaking to a people who had not heard the Gospel in their 
mother tongue in ten or twelve years. Bishop Asbury held forth in English immediately 
afterward. James Quinn continued with us several days, and he was most excellent 
company. 

On Wednesday the bishop preached in the school-house on a bluff opposite 
Blennerhassett’s Island. I saw the beautiful island where Harman Blennethassett and his 
beautiful wife dwelt in most surpassing loveliness, till a blight came over this terrestrial 
Eden and destroyed it, The reader must be familiar with the melancholy history of this 
most unfortunate family. 

On Tuesday we crossed the Ohio into Belpre, and put up at Mr. Browning’s. The 
lady of the house, who was from Old Connecticut, was delighted in entertaining a 
Methodist bishop. She conversed with him readily, and lamented the destitution of the 
West in regard to able preachers, and spoke of the elegant meeting-houses, pews, organs, 
singing, and the charming preachers of the East. “O bishop,” she said, “you can’t tell!” 
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The bishop, delighted with her enthusiastic descriptions, exclaimed, “O yes, yes, Old 
Connecticut for all the world! 


AA fine house and a high steeple, 
A learned priest and a gay people.” 


‘After considerable conversation she inquired, “Bishop, where do you live?” With utmost 
solemnity, and with a countenance and tone that showed the deep emotion of his soul, he 
replied, 


“No foot of land do I possess, 
No cottage in the wildemess, 
A poor wayfaring man.” 


The Bishop preached in Belpre from Luke xix, 10. 

Colonel Putnam, son of Israel Putnam, who bearded the wolf in his den, and who 
also bearded the British lion, invited the bishop, Brother Quinn, and myself to the house 
of Mr. Waldo, grandson of the old veteran, We had a hearty welcome and were treated 
like princes. "In the evening six or eight gentlemen, revolutionary officers, with their 
ladies, were invited in, and we spent a most agreeable evening. The conversation was 
very entertaining and instructing, and the bishop took a very active part in it. But he 
would often manage to give the conversation a religious turn, to which the company 
would bow assent. The bishop prayed before the company retired. We lodged the night 
in a splendid ball-room. “Here,” said the bishop, as he kneeled down. “they used to 
worship the devil; let us worship God.” 

Early next morning we bade adieu to our polite host. 
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REHOBOTH DEED 


The original deed for Rehoboth can not now be located in the Court House. It is 
the prevailing opinion that it called for five acres, 


Edward Keenan did execute a bond on February 9, 1787 that he would “make a 
lawful right and title to a tract of land.” This bond mentions four acres, 


The bond says: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, Edward Keenan, of the county of 
Greenbrier and state of Virginia, am held and truly bound unto William Scarborough, 
James Scarborough, Daniel McMullen, James Christy, and Alexander House, or such 
trustees as shall be appointed by the preachers of the Methodist church, in the just sum of 
fifty pounds of good and lawfull money of the state aforesaid, to the which payment well 
and truly to be made, I bind myself, executors, administrators, and assigns, jointly and 
severally, and cach of them. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this ninth day of February in the year of our Lord 1787. The condition of the above 
obligation is such that if the above bound Edward Keenan shall make or cause to be made 
a lawful right and title to a tract of land containing four acres, then this obligation to be 
void, or else to remain in full force and effect and in virtue of law. Whereunto I have set 
my hand and seal the day and date above written. 

Edward Keenan. (Seal) 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of teste: Jacob Cook, Abraham Friend, 


In 1953 Lawrence Sherwood made a search in the records at the Greenbrier 
County Court House in Lewisburg, West Virginia, He found two deeds that bear on this 
question. 


Deed Book #1, page 675, April 26, 1797, from Jeremiah Abell to James 
Scarbrow: 


- Beginning at a white oak & walnut sapling in a Sink on the South side of Rehoboth 
Meeting House, thence South 18 degrees W 26 poles to a black & white oak on Keenan’s 
line ....and with Johnson's to Kounces comer & thence with the several courses of 
Kounces line to two white oaks comer to the same on the hill above the mecting house, 
thence four poles to the comer of the meeting house lot on the top of the hill, thence... 

Q)escluding S(aijd (meeting house) lot & with the courses of the same to the 
Beginning...” 
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The second deed is found in Deed Book #2, page 23. It is ftom Edward Keenan 
to John Wiseman, June 26, 1798. 


This deed mentions “two white oaks comer to the meeting house lot” and the line 
running with this meeting house lot “to a Spanish oak by the meeting house,” and 
continuing to a “white oak & walnut sapling comer to the same on Scarbrow’s line.” 


In 1953 Harvey Harmer, then chair of The Methodist Historical Society, Inc., 
contacted Attorney Roles about making a deed for Rehoboth. This deed does not contain 
the exact metes and bounds as it probably did in the beginning; it does include the better 
entrance on the main road as it now exists. 
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REHOBOTH CHURCH 
Lawrence Sherwood 
From “The West Virginia Magazine,” August 1954. 


“And he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, ‘For now the Lord hath 
made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”” (Genesis 2 2). Thus did Isaac 
when he had trouble with the Philistines long ago. His difficulties with the settled 
peoples caused him to move again and again until he came to a place where the herdmen 
of Gerar did not strive over wells of water. Here there was room and hope for a better 
day. Here was Rehoboth. (Genesis 26, 12-22), 

Now let us change the scene and the time. Instead of Palestine we are in the 
“Greenbrier Country” of West Virginia; instead of the time being centuries before Christ, 
it is in the 1780's. Except for these two facts, the bold outlines of that ancient story take 
place again, 

In the 1780's the “Greenbrier Country” consisting of portions of Greenbrier, 
Monroe, and Pocahontas Counties in West Virginia, was a relatively new land. The need 
for forts from Indians had not totally been removed. It was a virgin land waiting for 
adventurous spirits. 

To this country had come, and were coming such adventurous ones. Even in this 
aspect, the story of the original Rehoboth was taking place again. For many of the early 
settlers, either themselves or their fathers, had been moving from place to place seeking 
“room.” Quite often the route of moving was from Europe to Pennsylvania to the Valley 
of Virginia to the Greenbrier Country. At this point in history all of the former places 
were crowded, while the Greenbrier Country was somewhat of a frontier, Those who 
came found not only land, but richness and beauty—in the “Sinks of Greenbrier,” “The 
Big Levels,” and “The Little Levels” as they called Parts of this area. Truly it was witha 
cry of joy that they could say, “For now the Lord hath made room for us, and we shall be 
fruitful in the land.” 


Methodist Go To Union 


Many of these settlers had religious inclinations. Organized religion was soon at 
work among these pioneers. The Baptists centered their work around Alderson; the 
Presbyterians around Lewisburg. The Methodists centered their work near Union, 
although their circuit-rider system carried the work over the entire area as the saddle-bag 
Preachers preached in a different community each day. It will be impossible for us to tell 
the thrilling story of the beginning and development of Methodism in the whole area; 
therefore, we will confine ourselves to the point where Methodism first started, and 
which remains today as a silent tribute to a glorious past. 
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At the close of the Revolutionary War there were several people living in the 
“Sinks of Greenbrier” who had been Methodists prior to their coming into this area. It 
has been recorded that among these families were the Warrens, the Blantons, the 
Christys, and Johnsons. There were at least two “local preachers” among them. “Local 
preacher” is a term used by Methodists to refer to a person who is licensed to preach but 
who does not take full-time religious work. Undoubtedly it was such local preachers as 
John Wiseman and James Christy who started Methodism in the area before the 
appointed Circuit-Riders came. 

The settlers in the general vicinity of what later became Union, Monroe County, 
organized a “Society,” as Methodist groups were called in that day, late in the summer of 
1784. Meetings were held first in the homes and them in a schoolhouse near where 
Rehoboth Church was soon to be built. It is highly probable that about this time the 
Circuit-Riders on Bedford Circuit established a regular preaching point in this vicinity. 


Phoebus to Rehoboth 


According to tradition, in 1785, the Rev. William Phoebus was sent to the area 
including Rehoboth. In the “General Minutes” of Methodism it is recorded that Phoebus 
was appointed to the West Jersey Circuit that year. However, in the early days preachers 
moved as often as every three months, and many of these moves were not recorded. It is 
highly probably that Phoebus did come to Rehoboth in 1785. An interesting fact is noted 
in the family of Edward Keenan, the donor of the land upon with Rehoboth was built, 
which seems to bear this out: Keenan named his son “Phoebus.” 

The log church which is still standing—the oldest Methodist Church west of the 
Alleghenics still standing on its original site—was completed in June 1786. With a 
background so akin to the Biblical story it is no wonder that the church was named 
Rehoboth: “The Lord hath made room for us.” The little building, whose floor space is 
not quite 21 by 29 feet, was set near the bottom of one of the “sinks” peculiar to this 
section of the state. The choice of the site was obvious: the threat of Indians was not yet 
removed from the land, and in this depression of the earth the Church could not be seen 
for more that 100 yards in any direction. 

With the building of Rehoboth Church Methodist gained a foothold in the 
Greenbrier Country. In 1787, the “Greenbrier Circuit” was formed. The Rev. John 
Smith was sent as the first Circuit-Rider on the Greenbrier Circuit; his job was to form @ 
new circuit centering around Rehoboth. 


Discovers Valuable Journal 


‘The writer of this article recently discovered the manuscript Journal of John 
Smith. In this Journal is recorded the day to day trials and successes of the man who 
organized Methodism over a section that covers seven present-day counties. This newly 
discovered Journal is of great importance in understanding early Methodism, and also in 
seeing eye-witness conditions in pioneer West Virginia. From this Journal is the first ~ 
known written record referring to Rehoboth: “I rode 7 or 8 miles to the Sinks of 
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Greenbrier where the Rehoboth Society met together and I trust the Lord was present 
with us...” He preached there again on Monday and Tuesday following. When he 
visited Rehoboth again on the next Sunday he recorded: “Some when I preacher here last 
were so affected that it terminated in their conversion.” 

The manuscript Journal is of primary importance in the history of Rehoboth for it 
is the earliest record and it tells of the first organized work there. In it are many 
references to Rehoboth; it will be impossible to include all herein. However, one of the 
most important references brings a new distinction to Old Rehoboth. This distinction is 
that the first Methodist ordination west of the Alleghenies was done at Rehoboth, Until 
the discovery of this Journal this distinction was thought to belong to Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania, Here is John Smith's record: “The 5 & 6 days of July (1788) we held 
Quarterly Meeting in the Sinks of Greenbrier where I was ordained deacon, .. “ 


Asbury Pioneer Bishop 


This ordination was done by Bishop Francis Asbury, the pioneer Bishop of the 
Methodist Church. Bishop Asbury was at Rehoboth not only in 1788, but also in 1790, 
1792, 1793, 1796, and 1797. In his own Journal, Bishop Asbury has placed interesting 
observations concerning the early days of Rehoboth, and the early Methodist Conferences 
held there. 

Asbury was accompanied by the Rev. Richard Whatcoat in his visit of 1790. This 
man was, a few years later, to become the third Bishop of the Methodist Church. 
Whatcoat in his day by day Journal wrote: “July 15: Rode to Edward Keenan's. | 
preached, Brothers Abel and Asbury exhorted. Gave the Sacrament at Rehoboth Church 

_. Greenbrier County... 

To call the role of other early pioneer preachers at Rehoboth is like calling the roll 
of the Methodist giants of a by-gone day. To tell the story of other unsung heroes among 
the pioneer settlers who in selfless devotion gave of their all for the triumph of religion is 
to (ell the story that warms the heart. Rehoboth has, indeed, a glorious past. 

And Rehoboth is still standing, a few miles from Union, West Virginia. West 
Virginia had a unique honor in this, the oldest church still standing west of the 
mountains. This honor belongs not alone to the Methodists, but to all the people. For 
Rehoboth is a symbol that, in this free land, “the Lord hath made room for us.” Rehoboth 
is also a symbol that it was the strong religious virtues that enabled the pioneers to 
conquer the wilderness. 

Rehoboth is indeed a sacred spot, and one worth visiting. Here is a link with the 
past that tells of sacrifice and devotion of the pioneers. The humility of the pioneers is 
summed up in the simple words engraved on the head-stone which is visible to visitors at 
Rehoboth today: “Edward Keenan, bom 1742, died Aug. 11, 1826. He built Rehoboth 
Church, and gave the lot of ground.” 
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THE CHALLENGE OF THOSE WHO RODE 
Lawrence Sherwood 
From “The West Virginia Methodist,” March, 1966, 


“To sleep four hours and ride 40 miles without food or fire is hard,” wrote Bishop 
Francis Asbury in his diary recounting the early days of Methodism in West Virginia, 
The constant exposure to Weather, roads of mud, the non-existence of bridges across 
rivers, and the constant threat of Indians were some of the many obstacles faced by the 
early Methodist ministers as they came into the area which was later to become West 
Virginia. 

‘The Methodist movement began in America in the 1760's and a few years later 
appeared in the Appalachian region, West Virginia was plagued by geographical barriers 
both for the expansion of population and of Methodism. 

Thomas Scott, one of the carly circuit riders, wrote that possibly Methodism first 
crossed the mountains near present-day Grantsville, in Garrett County, Maryland, now a 
part of the West Virginia Conference. Thus, as we observe the Bicentennial of 
Methodism in America, one can see that our own Conference area had great importance 
in the early westward movement of Methodism. 

‘The secret of Methodism’s westward movement was in its circuit rider. The term 
circuit rider is synonymous with the term preacher, as he was a Methodist minister riding 
a circuit of appointments, preaching usually every day. The circuit was designated as a 
two-week, four-week, or six-week circuit depending on the length of time it took him to 
complete it. 

Travel proved to be one of the greatest obstacles of the early circuit rider and their 
diaries repeatedly tell of the almost insurmountable difficulties in getting from place to 
place. Their only means of transportation was by horse or walking. Good horses were at 
a minimum due to the meager salaries paid these men. Records show their annual salary 
was set at $64 and often they did not receive even this. Taking satisfactory care of his 
horse became a major concer of the circuit rider. 

‘The early-day Methodist minister had no home. Most of his time was spent in 
traveling around his circuit throughout the year. John Smith, a minister in West Virginia 
in the 1780’s wrote: “I rode between 20 and 30 miles; crossed two mountains—on one of 
them the snow in some places was almost waist deep.” In another excerpt from his 
travels, he states: “I was overtaken in the woods by a very heavy gust of wind and rain, I 
soon got wet to the skin. The trees were falling all around me. I expected they would be 


n to punishment from the elements, Indians were a constant souree of 
danger to the ministers as well as to the settlers. In 1792 Bishop Asbury was traveling 
from Rehoboth Church northward and “stopped at Capt. S's where there were several 
families crowded together for fear of the Indians. The upper end of the (Tygart) valley 


87 


hhas been depopulated; one family has been destroyed since I was last here.” Henry Smith 
wrote, “I believe James Fleming and myself were the last who traveled Clarksburg circuit 
during the Indian war.” 

The Indians were not the only threat to physical violence; even some of the early 
settlers were against the Methodist preachers. Bishop Asbury tells of stopping at a home 
after having ridden from four in the morning until midnight, only to have his host hiss his 
dogs at the weary traveler. Other ministers wrote of riding many miles through great 
difficulties to reach a preaching place only to find that no one came to hear him. 

The circuit rider experienced the hardships born of a great battle, but, through it 
all, there was a great joy. One cannot read the records left by these pioneer preachers in 
West Virginia without catching his sense of joy at being privileged even to suffer for the 
cause of Christ. The joy was in sharing the good news. Always there was the call to 
evangelism, John Smith over and over records with great joy that he “enlisted a soldier” 
Whenever a person received Christ. 

In this state, as throughout the nation, the circuit rider was a primary force for 
good. His was a restless life filled always with the seeking for the least and the lost. He 
labored because he experienced a jay born of a love that no tongue could tell 
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AFTERWARD 
Lawrence Sherwood 


‘The basic document for this study was Elmer T. Clark, J. Manning Pots, Jacob S. 
Payton, The Journal and Letters of Francis Asbury, In Three Volumes, Epworth Press, 
London and Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1958. Copies of this on the used book market 
are very difficult to find and thus are very expensive. The current study was undertaken 
to make this important material once again available, at least as far as a limited area of 
the United States is concerned. 

The area covered here is the State of West Virginia and the West Virginia Area of 
The United Methodist Church, These two entities are the same except that the West 
Virginia Area includes Garrett County, Maryland, (and a few churches in the edges of 
Virginia and Pennsylvania) and does not include the three most eastern counties of the 
Eastem Panhandle. The area covered here also includes some nearby areas of Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. These are only included when they are parts of the 
same tour. For example, Tour 5 (1784) begins in Maryland, then moves to West 
Virginia, on to Virginia, back to West Virginia, on to Maryland, back to West Virginia, 
into Pennsylvania, on to Maryland and West Virginia. The only way to make sense of 
this tour is to include the neighboring states, On some occasions when a tour spends a 
long time in a neighboring state, that part of the tour is summarized rather than given in 
all details. 

Asbury made 34 tours that at least touched West Virginia. A close examination 
of these tours helps to straighten out some “facts” that have grown up in folklore rather 
than by consulting Asbury’s record, For example, Asbury was not at the “raising” or the 
“dedication” of Rehoboth Church. In June, 1786, Asbury was instead in the Eastern 
Panhandle, Garrett County, Maryland. Morgantown, Pennsylvania, the Northern 
Panhandle — and crossing into Ohio to be the first Methodist preacher in that state. 

‘Another folklore is that Asbury was at Guyandotte, near the site of present-day 
Huntington. A study of the Journal reveals that he got no farther south along the Ohio 
River than Parkersburg. 

Some in southern Garrett County, Maryland have thought that Asbury was in that 
area. He was often on the Braddock Road in northem Garrett County, but there is no 
record that he ever ventured south from there. 

There were some errors that crept into the printed volumes. In Tour 12 (1792) in 
Randolph County a person is identified as “Capt. Shannon.” In the earlier printings he is 
simply “Capt. $.” Another person working with the Journal made this identification 
which I did not know about until the printed Journal appeared, The footnote here 
references “Captain Shannon, on Walker's Creek"; Walkers Creek is in southwestem 
Virginia. 

Identifications of several places became very difficult. An example is the caves 
‘on Tour 2 (1781.) The usual identification is the Stratosphere Balloon Cave, near Seneca 
Cavems. I made an intense study of Asbury’s route and the other facts and could not see 
how that can fit in, It could be that some pages of Asbury’s manuscript had become 


89 


loose or out of order. But if you read it as it now stands with a map of West Virginia 
before you, you can see the difficulties involved with this identification. 


There are four places in West Virginia that Asbury visited that are still standing. 
The first is Rehoboth Church near Union, Monroe County. The correct designation is 
that it is the oldest church west of the Alleghenies still standing. It cannot be proved that 
it was the first church built - for there were others along Walker's Creek in southwest 
Virginia and in southwestern Pennsylvania. The importance of Rehoboth is outlined in 
other parts of this study. It is truly worthy of a visit. 

The second place still standing is the home of Dr. Edward Tiffin, 210 West 
Liberty Street, Charles Town. Dr, Tiffin had purchased the lot ftom Charles Washington, 
the brother of George Washington. “The Magazine of the Jefferson County Historical 
Society,” Vol. XX, December 1954 has a detailed article about this house, along with 
pictures. 

The third place is the home of John Davenport. He named the home “Mount 
Ellen” in honor of his wife Eleanor. It is located on the edge of Summit Point, Jefferson 
County, on the road between Summit Point and Charles Town. For further material on 
the Davenport family see: “The Ladies Repository” for July 1852, pp. 253-256. 

The fourth place is a transplant to West Virginia, Asbury was there in September 
1810 (Tour 30). The house is called “Maple Shade” or the Putnam-Houser House. It was 
built in 1802 by Aaron Waldo Putnam and originally stood on a bluff in Belpre, Ohio, 
overlooking the middle of Blennerhassett Island. It was occupied by the Putnam-Houser 
family until 1981. It was acquired by the Shell Oil Company. They moved it to its 
present location on Blennerhassett [sland where it is being restored. 

Other church buildings have claimed to be preaching places of Asbury. One of 
these is the Old Stone Church, Short Creek. (See for example Tour 26, 1807). However, 
the Stone Church in which Asbury preached was “afterward torn down and the same 
stone used in erecting a successor building,” 

In addition to the basic document, Asbury"s Journal, several other studies and 
records are included in this study. 

‘The first is “Bishop Francis Asbury in West Virginia.” I had served as regional 
research editor for West Virginia and some other areas for the publishing of Asbury’s 
Journal. 1 was then asked to prepare this paper and to present it at the annual meeting of 
the West Virginia Historical Society at its meeting at Charleston, West Virginia on 
October 10, 1959. After this presentation I was asked for permission to print it in “West 
Virginia History, A Quarterly Magazine.” It was printed in Vol. XX1, Number 2, January 
1960. Since this article gives a summary of what happened during various tours in West 
Virginia, it was appropriate to use this as the lead article before giving the tours one-by- 
one from Asbury’s Journal. 

In the Appendices, beginning of page 62, is a list of other sources that relate to 
and give details relative to some of the individual tours. 

John Smith's Journal on the Redstone Circuit and the Greenbrier Circuit is first. 
The original Journal had been lost at Garrett-Evangelical Seminary at Evanston, Illinois. 
‘When | worked in the library there I discovered it far back on the floor under the shelves. 
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I later had the entire Journal printed in “The Journal of the Greenbrier Historical 
Society,” Vol. I, number 4, October, 1966. This is a uemendous resource for the 
Methodist Church in its infaney written by the man whose work led to the establishment 
of three circuits in West Virginia: Clarksburg, Ohio, and Greenbrier. 

Next in the appendices list is the Journal of Bishop Richard Whatcoat, The 
original manuscript of this portion of his Journal is also at Garrett-Evangelical Seminary. 
It was first printed in William Warren Sweet's Religion on the American Frontier: 1783- 
1840, Vol, IV, The Methodists. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1946. 

Stith Meade’s Journal is no longer in existence. It was destroyed in the great fire 
of Richmond at the end of the Civil War in April 1865. However, William W. Bennett 
had copied out some portions prior to its destruction, These are included in his 
Memorials of Methodism in Virginia, published in Richmond by the Author in 1871. 

The John Kobler manuscript Journal is in the museum at Lovely Lane United 
Methodist Church, Baltimore, Maryland. Lawrence Sherwood owns a microfilm of this. 
This microfilm is among his collection of microfilms of early Methodist Journals which 
is probably the largest collection in private hands. 

Henry Bochm’s record is in Henry Boehm, Reminiscences, Historical and 
Biographical of Sixty-Four Years in the Ministry, By Bishop Asbury’s Traveling 
Companion, and Executor of his Last Will and Testament. New York: Carlton & Porter, 
1866. 


The Rehoboth Deeds are summaries of parts of the meies and bounds. I own 
exact replicas of the original manuscripts of the deeds. As to the names on the deeds: the 
1797 Deed is from Jeremiah Abell to James Scarbrow. Jeremich Abell was the Presiding 
Elder here in 1790 but by 1797 he is listed in Fayette County, Kentucky. James Scarbrow 
was one of the main leaders at Rehoboth: he is one of the persons listed on the February 
9, 1787 bond by Edward Keenan (See page 81.). The 1798 deed is from Edward Keenan 
to John Wiseman, Edward Keenan is the one who gave the lot for Rehoboth and was the 
main foree for Methodism here. John Wiseman was a local preacher and another strong 
leader. 

Next in the Appendices is “Rehoboth Church.” an article printed in the “West 
Virginia State Magazine” for August 1954, This article was written at the time that many 
discoveries were being made in West Virginia Methodist history and Asbury’s place in 
this history. 

The last reprint in the Appendices is “The Challenge of Those Who Rode.” It was 
written as a part of the 200 Anniversary of American Methodism. It sums up some of 
the difficulties experienced by Asbury and the Circuit Riders in West Virginia, It 
appeared in the March 1966 issue of “The West Virginia United Methodist, The News 
Magazine of the West Virginia Area.” (published by the Commission on Public Relations 
and Methodist Information, West Virginia Area, The Methodist Church.) 

I want to express my thanks to the many persons who have helped me over the 
years. It would be impossible to name all of those who helped in the research for the 
1958 printing of Asbury’s Journal. Without the help of dozens of persons and 
institutions that work could not have been done. 
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In more recent times I want to thank Dr. Marvin Carr, Chairman, and the 
Commission on Archives and History at that time who encouraged me to begin this 
Project. 

The hands-on people who worked with the copy are Carol Bowman of West 
Virginia Wesleyan College, Buckhannon, who made the original scanning of the copy, 
and my wife Hazel Sherwood, who did the typing and much of the proof reading. 

My thanks, 100, to Ginnie Lowther, Chair, and Dewayne Lowther, Secretary, of 
The Commission on Archives and History, for encouragement and details beyond number 
after the copy was produced, 
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